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to meet and welcome Mary Lennox Halfacre,
the new GSW Pres House Intern.

Welcome, Mary Lennox!!!
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STAFF
Sommer Fulmer Bower
Pastor
sommer@americuspresbyterian.org
Cell: (229) 376-0801

Marcia Seymour
Office Manager
office@americuspresbyterian.org
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Camron Cummings
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camron.cummings@gmail.com
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Presbytery
Meeting

Meda Krenson

29

Church Sexton
Cell: (229) 591- 3259
Financial Secretary
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Treasurer
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My name is Mary Lennox Halfacre and I am originally from
Memphis, Tennessee. My name comes from the book The Secret
Garden. I go by Mary Lennox! I am a lifelong Presbyterian, and
have loved being able to see similarities between your
congregation and my home church! I graduated in December
from Western Kentucky University with a major in Corporate
and Organizational Communication. I am so happy to be interning
with the GSW Pres House! The last few weeks have already been
such an eye opening experience for me. I love it here! Thank you
for being so welcoming. I look forward to spending the next few
months with you all!

Bring your favorite dish!
Please contact the church office
if you are able to bring a dish to share.
Office: (229) 924-2162
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org

Farewell Reception for
Schley and Karen Gatewood
Sunday, January 26th

College Students from the GSW Pres House
went to Montreat, NC for the Presbyterian
Church Montreat College Retreat and had an
incredible time!

New Sanctuary Piano

Be a part of the new

SANCTUARY PIANO
by purchasing a piano key in
honor of or in memory of a loved one
to help raise funds for the new piano.
The cost per piano key will
be $150.00. This monetary
gift will go towards the
purchase price of the new
church sanctuary piano.

PRESBYTERY WOULD LIKE OUR CONGREGATION TO

HOST OUR PRESBYTERY YOUTH

on Sunday, April 26, 2020 during the 11:00 am Worship Service,
followed by a lunch in our Fellowship Hall.

Please plan to join us!

We will need servers and food to share
with our Presbytery Youth!
Please contact Marcia Seymour in the church office
if you would like to volunteer.
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org - Phone: (229)924-2162

Wednesday, Feb.19th
First Presbyterian of Albany is hosting the
GSW Pres House Lunch
from 11am to 1pm (Taco soup & corn bread…Yum!)
and (as always) YOU ARE WELCOME TO GO BY THE PRES HOUSE,
TALK TO THE STUDENTS, AND EAT LUNCH.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH
AT 6:30 P.M.

STATED SESSION MEETING

Wednesday, February 26th
Worship Service
At 6:00 pm

Nancy Miller’s 89th Birthday Celebration!
Saturday, January 25th
Nancy Miller’s daughters and granddaughters threw a magnificent
Garden Party for Nancy at the Magnolia Manor Mattie Marshall Unit and
invited everyone to join in on the fun. It was a joyful celebration!
Happy 89th Birthday, Nancy!!

The final tally raised from the
Empty Bowls Event held at First
Presbyterian Church on Saturday,
November 2nd was $3,500, the
most this event has ever raised!

Brooks Nettum, Americus Arts
Council, handing a check for
$3,500 to Executive Director
Rev. Sonny Pinckard and
his wife Ginger of the
Harvest of Hope Food Pantry.

Session Update
Session met on Tuesday, January 28th @ 6:30 p.m.
and here are some of the exciting things we discussed!
Moderator: Rev. Sommer Fulmer Bower
Class of 2020
Sharon Parks
Katie Minich
Karen Gatewood

Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Darryl Hawkins
Emily Collins

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Healthy Pastors, Healthy Congregations Seminar ~ Pastor Sommer and Five Elders
(Emily and Tom Collins, Sharon Parks, Fred Richmond, and Joy Thompson) attended a Board
of Pensions seminar “Healthy Pastors, Healthy Congregations” at the Flint River Presbytery
Office on Thursday, January 23, 2020 from 12 noon until 3:00pm and gained information
about a grant for pastors to help with seminary debt/retirement, as well as a general Board
of Pensions seminar.
2020 Budget was reviewed ~ The 2020 Budget was reviewed and discussed. Items that
were highlighted in the discussion: increasing mission funds for Harvest for Hope;
increasing giving to Thornwell Homes; increasing the Office Manager’s Salary. The Office
Manager Salary was increased to reflect the increase in job responsibilities. Marcia Seymour
will now be inputting and sending out financial statements. Thank you to the Personnel
Committee for crunching numbers and reviewing contracts! And thank you to Bill & Meda
Krenson for all they do regarding church finances!
Dress Ministry ~ Susan Ruckman, who works with Russ Childers, has a prom dress
ministry. Anyone who needs a formal dress for a dance can “rent” a dress for free as long
as they dry-clean the dress before returning it. A large amount of her customers go to the
“Night to Shine” Prom held at First Baptist for those with special needs. This ministry was
approved to be in one of our church “Mission Huts” on Forrest Street. This Mission Hut
(which was formally used by local Girl Scouts) is being cleaned up to house Susan
Ruckman’s prom dress ministry. Our second Mission Hut currently houses an active
Narcotics Anonymous Group which meets multiple times each week, and is led by Missy
Stokes.

Statistical Report ~ The Church Statistical Report was reviewed and approved. A huge
thank you to our Clerk of Session, Darryl Hawkins, for attending the workshop provided by
our Presbytery Clerk Becky Willis and completing this important document for our church!
Congregational Meeting and Meeting of the Corporation ~ Approval of a
Congregational and Corporation Meeting for Sunday, February 2, 2020 immediately after
worship for the purpose of voting on the Pastor’s Terms of Call, presenting the 2020 budget
and electing Corporation Officers.
Congratulations to the Corporation Officers who were elected on February 2nd:
Russ Childers as President, Emily Collins as Vice President,
Darryl Hawkins as Secretary and Bill Krenson as Treasurer.
Pavilion ~ At 11:30 am on Friday, January 24, 2020, Architect Barry Mathis met with Fred
Richmond, Beth Williams and Sommer Bower regarding updated “Event Pavilion” plans and
to discuss overall how we would be progressing forward. Plan details were discussed, such
as the 15 foot ceiling, the two handicap ramps, the electrical work & lighting, as well as the
overall detailed carpentry on the pavilion that makes it look like the pavilion was built at
the same time as the sanctuary. There will be a gravel driveway in the back (Forrest Street)
for catering trucks/musicians. While this is a large project that will not happen overnight,
please be aware that there is positive forward motion as we dream and plan about the ways
the new land (that was purchased a few years ago between the CSM House and Glass
Company) can be used to keep our congregation open to the downtown Americus
community we are a part of!
Church Steeple ~ Scaffolding is going up, the carillon bells are being temporarily turned
off and a city work permit has been approved….the church steeple is being repaired! Troy
Graham and a crew of workers will be working hard for multiple days to shingle the
steeple roof, to repair rotting wood/water damage and to re-craft some of the beautiful
wood work that has rotted out around the steeple.

Practical appliance repairs ~ The 3 door refrigerator in the church kitchen has
stopped working, along with the dishwasher and the washer/dryer. Ahh, the joy of
appliances. The next time you see a Committee member for Buildings and Grounds (Earl
Williams, Beth Williams, Russ Childers, Meda Krenson), tell them thank you for all they do
to keep up with all of these practical repairs that help to keep the church moving.
2020 Communion ~ Communion dates for worship were approved for 2020 (first
Sunday of every month!), including communion at Pastor Sommer’s Magnolia Manor Bible
Study the second Tuesday of every month at 10:30am.
GSW Pres House Board ~ The GSW Presbyterian House Board celebrates the
arrival of the new Pres House Intern Mary Lennox Halfacre, and looks forward to a
Covered Dish Church lunch after worship on Sunday, February 16th to formally welcome
her. The GSW Pres House Board is also thrilled to announce that Carrie Hawkins has
agreed to serve on the 2020 GSW Pres House Board. Prayers are requested for Josh
Minich, the Pres House Director, as he completes his last semester practicum for his
Nurse Practitioners program. Josh Minich is doing extremely well in school and is
expected to graduate in May 2020. Great things are happening at the GSW Pres House
and we thank God for each and every one of them!
Liability Insurance ~ Liability Insurance documentation for the Sumter Faith Clinic and
Narcotics Anonymous was updated, collected and has been filed in the church office. This
is simply information we hope to never use, but try to keep filed and available in the
church office.
Piano Search Update ~ The Worship Committee has been working hard looking at
piano options for the sanctuary. The committee has reviewed several piano bids and is
now narrowing down their search. The committee has traveled to Columbus to hear
Steinway piano’s on January 2nd, as well as to Jonathan Walker’s home to hear an upright
Ritmuller piano on January 12th. On Friday, February 7th the Worship Committee is
traveling to Dublin to hear a Ritmuller Baby Grand. Once the committee has heard this
last piano they will make a recommendation to session regarding the piano they think will
musically, and financially, be the best fit for our church. Many prayers of gratitude to the
worship committee for their thoughtfulness and careful consideration ~ the piano is a
large part of our worship experience each Sunday and the committee’s work is reflecting
that vital role.

