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Sommer Fulmer Bower,  

Pastor 

sommer@americuspresbyterian.org 
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Marcia Seymour,  
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Camron Cummings 

Organist 
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Cell: (229) 591-3259 

 

Meda Krenson,  

Financial Secretary 
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Our incredibly talented church organist/pianist  
Camron Cummings attended the  

2019 Montreat Worship & Music Conference.  
 
 

“What a beautiful place to  
experience God. I’m so thankful 

my church sent me up here to 
Montreat to learn, and grow,  

and rest.”  
 - Camron Cummings 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If it’s summertime in District 6900, that means it’s time for the  

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards! RYLA is designed for young adults 

with proven leadership ability and a commitment to community  

service. Hosted by the Rotary Club of Americus, District 6900 

RYLA camp was held in late June on the campus of Georgia Southwestern State  

University.  
 

After several years of receiving a record number of reservation requests, the RYLA  

staff – led by directors Russ Childers and Susan Ruckman, added one more day to the 

camp schedule and 30 additional camper slots. This allowed RYLA attendance for 2017 to 

reach a record number of 132 students sponsored by 50 different clubs.  
https://rotary6900.org/v2/story/1086  

Carrie Hawkins was a RYLA  

Camp Counselor again this year! 

Team Building Exercise (“trust fall”) with 

Russ Childers and Kevin Richmond 

Kevin Richmond  

breaking boards! 

Russ Childers  

helping to operate the Rock Climbing Wall 

CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THURSDAY, JULY 4TH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 6th, 2019 

Covenant Presbyterian -  Albany, GA 
 

SAVE  THE  DATE!!! 

 

Flint River Presbytery is looking forward to its fifth year of our  

presbytery-wide Rise Against Hunger event, to be held on World 

Communion Sunday (Oct.6th). That day we will once again pack  

nutritionally complete meals to be sent around the world to people 

in need. After worship and lunch on Oct.6th, we will carpool to  

Covenant Presbyterian in Albany, GA to pack food together.  

 

For more information regarding Rise Against Hunger, go to 

www.riseagainsthunger.org  

or the Flint River Presbytery Rise Against Hunger Coordinator,  

Pam Moye (pambmoye@charter.net) 

The Church Office Will Be Closed, Thursday, July 4th 

https://rotary6900.org/v2/story/1086


 

 
 

 
 

Elder of the Month 

Bill Krenson/Beth Williams 

July 2019 

Tuesday, July 9th at 10:30 a.m.  

Pastor Sommer continues her monthly Bible 

study at Magnolia Manor. Come join her on the 

Section 3 “Dogwood” sun porch at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Everyone is welcome to attend! 

July Birthdays  
 

July 1st……………………………….….….Darryl Hawkins 
July 4th…………………………….……….….Tim Reynolds 
July 8th………………………….....Kerstin Cherrbonneau 
July 13th………………………………..........Joy Thompson 
July 15th…………………………………….……Jim Griffith 
July 22nd………….……………………..……..Cade Bower 
July 24th……...………………………………...Pat Buffaloe 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

Independence 

Day - Office 

Closed 

5 6 

7 

Communion by 

trays 

8 9 

Pastor Sommer - 

Magnolia Manor 

Bible Study 

10 

Elder Training w/ 

Jim Buffaloe, Earl 

Williams &  

Cynthia Richmond 

11 

Pastor Sommer 

at CSM 

12Pastor  

Sommer will be at 

“Navigating the 

Organizational 

Labyrinth” Cont. Ed 

at the Presbytery 

Office 

13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Advent in July. 

Pastor Sommer 

at the Presbytery 

Office 

21 22 23 

6:30 p.m. 

Session Meeting 

24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

 

2019 Flint River Presbytery  

Youth Conference - Trip to Montreat 

Thom Bibler  (far left) Kevin Richmond (far right) 

Rev. Ralph Hawkins of Northminster Presbyterian taking a picture  

of the youth from our Presbytery at Montreat 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, July 20 from 10 am to 3 pm (lunch included) 

  Cost is $20 per person | Location: Presbytery Office in Albany 

Designed for all ages 

Registration deadline is Monday, July 8  
Go to  www.flintriverpresbytery.org  for online registration 

 
Advent in July provides time to both ponder and prepare 

long before the push-and-pull of the holiday season begins! 

 

This workshop provides thoughtful, practical, and creative practices to consider.  

Not only will there be an opportunity to talk about cherished traditions,  

but also time to incorporate new ideas for the coming season.  

 

Attendees will take-home loads of ready-to-try resources in  

preparation for the holidays (which are less than six months away!)  

 

The women of Elmodel are renowned for their impeccable hospitality and remarkable 

stories. For generations, they have been hosting events in a way that reminds us all of 

 God's lavish love.  

Intergenerational Advent Workshop  
offered by the Elmodel women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to create clear and beautiful digital newsletters without having to be a technology expert? 

This class is for you!***** What will be offered? 

 

 A walk through two Canva creations (of different styles), along with a discussion of the uses of  

Canva products, which are generally free or have minimal fees attached 

 A walk through the creation of a MailChimp account, setting up e-mail lists, and creating 1 campaign 

 Posting to a church Facebook page (including the scheduling feature, and event creation) 

 A brain-storming session about how to use these applications in specific church contexts. 
 

 What is required? 

 Participants should already have a church Facebook page of which they are an  

administrator or publisher 

 Participants should bring a device (ideally a laptop) on which to work 

 Participants should bring the details of one special church event (date, time, location, etc), and one 

weekly or monthly church event.  

 Participants should bring (saved on their device), photos of the church events or church groups they 

feel comfortable using on social media.  
 

This will be an incredibly hands on, step-by-step training and participants will not get  

nearly as much out of it without a laptop on which to work. (Mobile devices will not be a 

helpful alternative.) A woman who knows how to move in several directions at once, Marilyn 

Tucker-Marek is the diligent and deeply faithful pastor to both the Forsyth flock and UKirk students 

at Mercer. An individual who has often struggled with using technology, she is graciously sharing all that 

she has taught herself so that congregations can benefit from  

inexpensive, attractive, and engaging digital publicity.   

Step-by-Step Online PR Training 
for Congregations 

offered by Marilyn Tucker-Marek 
 

Thursday, August 15 from 11 am to 5 pm (lunch included) 

Cost is $20 | Location: Northminster Presbyterian Church in Macon 

Designed for solo pastors, office administrators, ruling elders and volunteers responsible  

for creating and sending regular congregational communications 
 

Registration Deadline is Wednesday, July 31 

Go to www.flintriverpresbytery.org for online registration 

http://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/
http://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Formation Across Generation 

offered by Vickie Caro Dieth of First (Columbus) 

Saturday, September 14 (10 am - 3 pm; lunch included ) 

Cost is $20 | Location: Presbytery Office in Albany 

Designed for any adult who cares deeply about creating space for  

multi-generational faith formation 
 

Registration Deadline is Wednesday, August 28 

Go to www.flintriverpresbytery.org for online registration 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Is intergenerational ministry simply a current trend or might it be the  

very best we have to offer in faith formation? 

What does it have to offer our smaller congregations? 

Join us for a dialogue on the merits and challenges of learning, worshipping, and growing together as 

God’s people of every age. We’ll use video segments from a panel presentation given at the 2019  

Association of Presbyterian Church Educator’s (APCE) Annual Event in Galveston, TX, to inform our 

conversation. In the videos, we’ll hear from Karen DeBoer, the Creative Resource Developer for Faith 

Formation Ministries.  
 

Vickie Caro Dieth is new to our presbytery, so let’s give her a big welcome! Her first year working in 

ministry could be described as a comedy of errors, complete with a Montreat rental house that burned 

to the ground, a church van with a broken speedometer in Atlanta traffic, and waking up on Youth  

Sunday, not sure who would preach that morning. Her father told her, “If you still think you want to 

work in the church, there might be something to this!” He was right. Over 20 years later, she’s still  

passionate about educational ministry, and recently received her Doctorate in Educational Ministry 

from Columbia Theological Seminary. She serves on APCE’s Annual Events team and is the editor of 

Montreat’s Youth Conference Small Group Leader Manual. She is married to Danny Dieth, pastor at 
First (Columbus). They have two daughters, Ellie and Abby, and two guinea pigs, who serve as  

marvelous conversation starters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Worship for the Wee Kirk: 

Worship Planning 

with an Emphasis on Music 

offered by Tom and Doris Granum of Northminster (Macon) 

Friday August 23 (4-7 pm) 

and Saturday, August 24 (10 am - 5 pm; lunch included) 

Cost is $40 or $20 per session | Location: Presbytery Office in Albany 

Designed for pastoral leaders, church musicians, and ruling elders  

responsible for the planning of worship and music 
 

Registration Deadline is Wednesday, August 7 

Go to www.flintriverpresbytery.org for online registration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With particular attention to small congregations who may assume they have limited  

resources, Doris and Tom Granum will share plans and proven techniques for engaging, 

meaningful worship with an emphasis on music for the coming seasons of Advent, Christmas and 

Epiphany Sunday. 

 

Both children of this presbytery, Doris and Tom Granum are members of Northminster 

(Macon). 

 

With a long and fruitful career in public school music, Doris will share how the Americus 

Dairy Queen motivated her early forays into worship and music leadership. Tom has 

served a variety of congregations, ranging from a Roman Catholic congregation in a Yupik 

(Eskimo) village, to a small Jewish temple in Athens, Georgia. Currently working at Mulberry 

Street UMC, Tom is exuberant about co-directing, with his daughter Meg, the 2021  

Montreat Worship and Music Conference. 
 

 

 

http://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/
http://www.flintriverpresbytery.org/

