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Mason Jars for Mission
Sunday, October 6th ~ World Communion Sunday
Food for the hungry will be packed in boxes on Oct. 6 at 3pm at Covenant Presbyterian of Albany. One box of
food now costs 33 cents. You are invited to put this jar at the center of your table and place 33 cents in it every
time you eat. Return jars on Sunday, October 6th.

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” John 21:15

Tuesday, September 10th at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Sommer continues her monthly Bible study at Magnolia
Manor. Come join her on the Section 3 “Dogwood” sun porch
at 10:30 a.m.

Everyone is welcome to attend!

Don’t forget to remind your young adults about
our campus ministries in Americus, Columbus,
Macon, or Valdosta if they are headed to one of
these universities.
Please continue to keep Josh Minich, the G.S.W.
Pres House Campus Director, in your prayers as
the new school year begins.

CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THURSDAY, JULY 4TH

Choir Practice

on
Sunday, September 8th
and
Sunday, September 15th
immediately after 11 a.m. worship
to rehearse a new CHORAL ANTHEM which we will sing on

World Communion Sunday, October 6th!

offered by
Vickie Caro Dieth of First (Columbus)
Saturday, September 14 (10 am - 3 pm; lunch included )
Cost is $20 | Location: Presbytery Office in Albany
Designed for any adult who cares deeply about creating
space for multi-generational faith formation.
Join us for a dialogue on the merits and challenges of
learning, worshipping, and growing together as God’s
people of every age. We’ll use video segments from a
panel presentation given at the 2019 Association of
Presbyterian Church Educator’s (APCE) Annual Event in
Galveston, TX, to inform our conversation. In the videos,
we’ll hear from Karen DeBoer, the Creative Resource
Developer for Faith Formation Ministries.
Registration Deadline is
Wednesday, September 11th
Go to www.flintriverpresbytery.org for online registration

Elder of the Month

Great things are happening at First Presbyterian Church in Americus!

Darryl Hawkins

September 2019
Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Labor Day

8

9

Choir practice
immediately
following
worship

15

Thu

5

Fri

6

7

Pastor Sommer
volunteering at
CSM

10

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

Magnolia Manor
Bible Study–
10:30am w/
Pastor Sommer

16

17

Choir practice
immediately
following
worship

22

Pastors Sommer
& Josh Bower
teaching a
Presbytery TRE
class, 10am-4pm

23

24
Session Meeting
6:30 pm

29

Sat

25

26

27

28

Pastor Sommer
moderating CPM
meeting 10am
Presbytery Office

30

Volunteer
Sunday

September Birthdays!
September 2nd Bill Krenson

Wedding Anniversaries

September 5th Eddie Krenson

September 9th Cathy and Tim Reynolds

September 5th Kevin Richmond

September 12th Darryl and Cara Hawkins

September 16th Mitch Herron
September 16th Riley Herron
September 21st Tom McFarland

September 29th Kathy Newkirk

1) Lily Ingle ~ Session met with church member Lily Ingle, who joined our congregation on August 6, 2017,
about her desire to attend Seminary and become a Presbyterian Pastor! Lily shared her faith story, her sense
of call, and how she feels God is leading her to Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. Lily is
currently a senior at GSW and would like to attend Columbia Seminary Fall 2020. Session unanimously voted
to recommend her as an Inquirer to the Presbytery of Flint River C.P.M. (Committee on Preparation for
Ministry) with our full and joyful support.
2) Presbytery Stewardship Volunteers ~ Ginny Sanders (a member at Elmodel Presbyterian) and Donna
Minich came to the session and gave a wonderful presentation regarding the stewardship program for Flint
River Presbytery. Ginny and Donna answered questions about Presbytery finances and shared about their
Presbytery involvement. We heard from them the "good news" about what it means to them to be active in
our Presbytery. The session will be discussing our Presbytery pledge this fall as we discuss our church budget.
Their presentation was received with joy and appreciation.
3) New Land/Park Discussion Update ~ Fred Richmond and Beth Williams attended the session meeting as
guests and gave an update regarding plans for the Presbyterian Park (new land between the CSM house and
the Americus Glass Company). On Sunday, August 11th, 2019 the congregation was invited after worship to
take a "Walk in the Park" with the Landscape Architects plans in their hands to learn more about the
possibilities for the new church land. The land was marked with the Architects design/designation flags/
pictures of plants and trees. Church members were invited to ask questions and give feedback regarding the
plans.
4) Rise Against Hunger ~ Session unanimously voted to send $700 to the Presbytery of Flint River in support of
the Presbytery-wide "Rise Against Hunger" Mission event. All church members are invited and encouraged to
attend "Rise Against Hunger" on World Communion Sunday, October 6th and to fill their "Mason Jars for
Mission" with loose coins. This year our church will be car-pooling to Covenant Presbyterian in Albany,
Georgia to start packing food at 3:00pm.
5) Presbytery Session Minute Review ~ Clerk of Session, Darryl Hawkins, gave a report regarding the
Presbytery "2019 Minutes and Records Review", which Darryl attended on August 10th at 2:00 p.m. at First
Presbyterian of Bainbridge (led by Presbytery Clerk Becky Willis). Darryl's report was received
with great appreciation for the hard work that goes in to organizing and preparing the minutes for review. It is
a huge amount of work, with great attention to detail. Thank you to Darryl Hawkins and to Sharon McFarland,
who prepared several of the 2018 minutes! Our congregation has always been blessed with incredible Clerks
and we are grateful.
6) Lake Blackshear land ~ In 1991 Charles H. Wheatley, a member of our congregation and a GSW Foundation
member, made both our church and the Georgia Southwestern State University Foundation a beneficiary of
his estate with a gift of land at Lake Blackshear. The GSW Foundation holds 55% interest in the land and First
Presbyterian of Americus owns 45% interest in the Lake Blackshear land. The property is located in Lee County
on Lake Blackshear. Session was very recently contacted by the GSW Foundation because they would like to
begin conversations about possibly selling the land. All selling or purchasing of church property is an act of the
congregation and will involve a congregational meeting and vote (G-1.0503), as well as a blessing from our
Presbytery (G-3.0303f/G-4.0206). NO DECISIONS have been made regarding the land at Lake Blackshear.
Session requested that Russ Childers and Fred Richmond gain more information and that the GSW Foundation
be informed we are certainly open to more conversation. The congregation will continue to be kept
up-to-date on this very new and recent development as we begin to gain information during the very early
stages of conversation. Russ Childers was thanked for being the initial contact person with the GSW
Foundation. (Citations come from the 2015-2017 Presbyterian Book of Order)
The next stated session meeting for our congregation will be on Tuesday, September 24th @ 6:30 p.m.
The next Presbytery of Flint River Meeting will be on Saturday, October 26th at Carver Heights Presbyterian

On Friday, August 23rd and Saturday, August 24th Tom
and Doris Rightmyer presented a workshop, "Worship
for the Wee Kirk" to prepare for Advent/Christmas
and those who attended have to boldly proclaim....Tom
and Doris were amazing. Each participant received a
black folder overflowing with incredible information
regarding worship. We spent two days singing music
and discussing ways to continue to deepen everyday
worship. In between lessons we ate delicious food
prepared by Tom McFarland (thank you, Tom!) and
listened to Doris Rightmyer Granum tell stories about
growing up as a child at First Presbyterian of Americus
when her father (Rev. Charles Rightmyer) was the
pastor. It was a wonderful two days and we are so very
grateful for all the hard work Tom and Doris put into
the workshop!

Pastor Sommer Bower and Office Manager, Marcia Seymour attended the
Step-by-Step Online PR Training for Congregations, that was led by Marilyn Tucker-Marek.
The training was hands on in the areas of social media, with a focus on Facebook and
mass email software program, Mail Chimp which can be used to send professional
communications via email. We discussed and learned about ways churches can better
utilize Facebook and social media to reach congregants and as an outreach
tool to reach the community.

July 20, 2019
was offered by the Elmodel women
It is never too early to start dreaming and planning for Advent and Christmas! On
Saturday, July 20th the Bower family headed to the Presbytery office to join a whole
host of Presbyterian saints to learn new ways to plan for the coming of the Christ
Child. The event was open to the entire Presbytery of Flint River and was hosted by
Elmodel Presbyterian. It was a Saturday filled with how small churches can continue to
nurture our Advent traditions in a way that is worshipful and open to all. We made
Chrismon decorations, played Advent games (great for kids and adults alike!), discussed
beautiful Advent Wreath lightings, and so much more! It was an incredible Saturday and
I am looking forward to Advent 2019 at First Presbyterian of Americus!

