
 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

Americus, Georgia 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 

Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 

through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 

please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 

you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 



 

 

 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 

The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE…………………………………………………………………….………………...…Camron Cummings 

 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Come now, let us praise the Lord our God now and at all times! Especially after having 
just celebrated His coming as the infant Jesus. Let us share God’s mighty acts of grace 
and love with all people. 
 We come, to share in the joy of the coming of the Savior and the joys of  those 
who trust in God. 
Come now, all who are tired and discouraged, knowing the holiday is over and time and 
frustrations stretch out before us. Know that God is with us, that joy awaits us! 
 We come, giving thanks for God’s merciful and bountiful  blessings. 
Come now, let yourselves experience the radiant joy of God’s mercy. Let us celebrate 
together the generosity of our listening God. 
 We come, conscious that we are not immune from troubles, but rejoicing that 
 the God we worship frees us from our fears. 

 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 455)………………....“All Creatures of Our God and King”.……........…..…..……… 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God, we celebrated your birth as the infant Jesus. But now we worry and fear. 
We worry about relationships and resources stressed through our rituals of 
gift giving and gathering in this season while overlooking the enormity of the 
gift you have given us. We worry about paying bills, the meeting of  
obligations and the resumption of routine. We fear the consequences of what 
we have done and not done. May we open our thoughts to being influenced 
by you. May we open our routines to change, and may we establish habits of 
holiness because you chose to love us. May we look to see You active in our 
lives and the world around us so we can see ourselves as your servants. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our 
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                     Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                               Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Pat Hill 
Lily Ingle 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Jim Herron (kidney stones) 
- Martha Ann Studstill (heart concerns) 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's  
in-laws) - Steve has ALS  
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)  
   diagnosed  with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' 

niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or  
request a PrayerGram.  

Harvest of Hope 
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of 

Hope Food Pantry each month.  The month of  
January we will be collecting canned vegetables. 

You may drop off your  donations in the office  
as well.  As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through  

Holy Communion, we do our best to  
help feed others in need. 

DECEMBER 
ELDER OF THE MONTH  

DARRYL HAWKINS 
 

Tuesday, December 3rd , at 5:00 pm and  
6:30 pm - Handbells practice and Session 
Meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 10th - 
10:30 am - Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
at Magnolia Manor 
Noon - SAMA Meeting 
Monday, December 16th , 6:00pm —Anglo's 
Tamalada  / Rolling Tamales event  

Sunday, December 22nd   
~LESSONS & CAROLS ~  
~HANDBELLS CHOIR~ 

~COOKIES & COCOA AT NOON~ 
Tuesday, December 24th   
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  at  5:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, December 29th -  Tom McFarland  
Pulpit Supply for Pastor Sommer 

 

Sunday, 
December 29th 
(Volunteers needed) 
Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 
 
 
 

Sunday,  
January 5th 
Ushers – Emily and 
Tom Collins 
 

 Radio 
 Ronnie Greer 
 Bk - Sharon McFarland 

VOLUNTEERS 

 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Rejoice for God has come! God’s love for us and his willingness to offer pardon for our 
sins has been made manifest. God keeps his promises. God is love! By grace through 
faith we are saved. Not by our efforts or worthiness but in spite of them and by grace 

we are offered forgiveness and peace. Amen. 
 

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                            Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                     Tom McFarland 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 229) ……..….…“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”……….….……..…………. 
 
 
 

RESPONSIVE READING………………………………………………………………………………...Psalm 148 
 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens 
 praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; 
 praise him, all his host! 
 Praise him, sun and moon 
 praise him, all you shining stars! 
            Praise him, you highest heavens, 

 and you waters above the heavens! 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
for he commanded and they were created. 
             He established them forever and ever; 
             he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
 



 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
 

SCRIPTURE                   Isaiah 63: 7-9 
7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
    the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
    and the great favor to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
    according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will not deal falsely”; 
and he became their savior 
9     in all their distress. 
It was no messenger or angel 
    but his presence that saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.  
          
 

                   Matthew 2:13-23 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 
tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got 
up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”16 When Herod saw that he had been 
tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and 
around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 
learned from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,  
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no 
more.” 19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to  
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land 
of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.                                   
    
 
 

 

 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father  
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away 
to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so 
that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called 
a Nazorean.” 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

MESSAGE ………….......................“A Light in a Dark Time“…....................Tom McFarland 
 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                         The Apostles’ Creed (Ecumenical)                                                                
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; He ascended into 
heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
 

OFFERTORY……………………..………………………………………...………………………………………...……. 

 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........….... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 379)…...….….....“My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less”………….…..…...…………. 
 

 

*BENEDICTION        
 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE…………….……………………………………...…….….…...................Camron Cummings 

                  


