Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:
MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys
Mary Mackey
Nancy Miller
MEMBERS & FRIENDS
REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Jim and Marilyn Marble
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
Martha Ann Studstill
Pat Hill (broken femur)
Gladys Greer
Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary

JANUARY
Elder of the Month
Emily Collins

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, December 31st and
Tuesday January 1st- Church office closed
New Years Eve and New Years Day
Sunday, January 6th - Taking down of the
greens, following worship
Tuesday, January 8th Magnolia Manor Bible Study- with
Pastor Sommer - 10:30 am
Monday, January 21st - Church Office
Closed—Observation of MLK
Tuesday, January 22nd - Session Mtg.
6:30 pm

VOLUNTEERS

Sunday, January 6th
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or Radio
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like Sharon McFarland
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request Bk: Jim Griffith
a PrayerGram. Please have an address available.

First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of
Hope Food Pantry each month. Sunday, January 6th,
we are collecting Jell-O mix, as our monthly
donation. You may drop off your
donations in the office as well.

Tuesday, January 8th
at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Sommer
continues her monthly Bible
study at Magnolia Manor.

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest,
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, January 6, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
Epiphany of the Lord Sunday
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP (Isaiah 60, Matthew 2)
Arise, shine, for your light has come.
The glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
The glory of God shines in the darkness.
Lift up your eyes and look around.
Follow the star, wherever it leads!
Take the journey that leads to the child.
Let your hearts rejoice.
Be overwhelmed with joy!
We worship the Christ child, the hope of the world.
*HYMN (Blue 411)………..…….….…“Arise, Your Light is Come !”..…...…..…………………...….....
*EPIPHANY PRAYER OF ADORATION (Isaiah 60, Psalm 72, Ephesians 3, Matthew 2)
God of mystery,
in the darkness of our world
your light shines with grace and truth.
Open the eyes of our hearts
to the glory of your love.
Speak your word of truth and joy.
May the mystery revealed in Jesus
draw us closer to you.
May the wonder of your love
fill us with wisdom and peace.
As we rejoice in your presence,
teach us to seek justice and righteousness.
Fill our hearts to overflowing
with your joy, your glory, your hope. Amen.

REMOVAL OF CHURCH GREENS
If you are able, please stay after worship today to
remove and pack up the Advent decorations.
We promise you hot pizza, cold drinks and
warm laughter!

COMMUNION (by Trays)
“These Christmas promises, Father,
are persistently, insistently communal.
The child is born to us for our salvation,
And not for “me” or “mine.”
They address us as a family, a people, kindred,
commonwealth of peoples, and in so doing
teach us once again that, if we would know
the blessings of this looking-forward season,
if we would ever taste the promised joy
that is to be, then we must shift the focus
of our thinking, acting, even praying,
for the God-almighty self to this communion
in which we stand within your bright creation.

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE

And when your people say, or sing together,
“For unto us a child is born…”
they are rejoicing in the call to give themselves,
to pour forth gentleness and kindness,
to nurture carefully and mutually
that entrusted tiny glowing spark of life.” *

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

As we break bread together, and drink of the fruit of the vine,
May we remember the promise given to us, in the form of a newborn child,
A promise of love and forgiveness and enough grace to cover the globe.
*Devotion from A Child is Born, by J. Barrie Shepherd
*BENEDICTION
*HYMN (Blue 40, verse 1,4) …….…...…....“Joy to the World”…………..………..……….………
Joy to the word! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven and nature sing.
He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
*POSTLUDE……………….………………...…………………...…...…….Camron Cummings, Organist

In Jesus Christ, God has revealed the mystery that brings grace and forgiveness. The
light of God’s love transforms us so that we may act with boldness and confidence.
*HYMN (Blue 29, verse 3)…………….“Go Tell It on the Mountain”…..…...……………………….
Go, tell it on the mountain Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!
Down in the lowly manger The humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn.
Go, tell it on the mountain Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!
Pastor Sommer

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
We have seen your star, O God, shining brightly over us and all the peoples of the
earth. Teach us to trust your light. Help us take risks, that we might step out in faith
into the unknown. Guide us to the place where you abide, that we may be
overwhelmed with joy like the magi before us. May we offer you the gifts of our lives.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you.2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.3 Nations shall come to
your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.4 Lift up your eyes and look
around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far
away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.5 Then you shall see
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea
shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of
the Lord.
Matthew 2: 1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men
and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

*Hymn (Blue 66, verse 1,2,5)...…...‘‘We Three Kings of Orient Are”……………..………………
We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light!
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown Him again,
King forever, ceasing never Over us all to reign.
O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light!
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
Alleluia, Alleluia, Sounds through the earth and skies.
O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright;
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light!
MESSAGE……………………..…....“Traveling Dusty Roads“………………...…..…Pastor Sommer
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
As long ago travelers laid their gifts before the Christ child, we too bring our gifts with
great joy. Use our gifts for justice and righteousness, that oppression and violence
may cease and peace may flourish. May the light of your love shine through our living,
that suffering may end, and all may rejoice in your gift of life. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 63, verse 1,3).…....“As with Gladness Men of Old”……….......……….....…….
As with gladness men of old, Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led to Thee.
As they offered gifts most rare At that manger rude and bare;
So may we with holy joy, Pure, and free from sins alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.

