Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our
Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAHAM ROTATION
David & Donna Minich
Jaimie Minich; Jonah
Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Ron Evans (Cathy Reynold’s uncle in Wales.
Broken femur and needs a pacemaker, age 82)
- Thatcher Johnson (mystery illness, age55, Cathy
Reynold’s brother-in-law in Florida)
- Pat Hill (broken femur, but now home and dong
well with rehab)
- Gladys Greer (Home Hospice Care)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
- Patrick Tissue

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to
add someone to our prayer list and/or request a
PrayerGram. Please have an address available for
PrayerGram requests.

JANUARY
ELDER OF THE MONTH
EMILY COLLINS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, January 8th Magnolia Manor Bible Study- with
Pastor Sommer - 10:30 am

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Wednesday, January 16th, 6:00 pm Wednesday night supper. Bring soup,
bread or dessert to share! The Mission
Committee will be giving an update on the
Landscape architect hired regarding the
church land between the CSM and Glass
Company. This is an opportunity to ask
questions and give feedback.
Monday, January 21st - Church Office
Closed—Observation of MLK
Tuesday, January 22nd - Session Mtg.
6:30 pm

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday,
January 6th
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Jim Griffith
Sunday,
January 13th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Sharon
McFarland

Sunday,
January 20th
Ushers
Schley Gatewood
Sharon Parks
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Jim Griffith
Sunday,
January 27th
Ushers
Bill Krenson
Cathy Clark Reynolds
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara/Ella Hawkins

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest,
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, January 13, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
Baptism of the Lord Sunday
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE…………………………………………………………………………… Camron Cummings, Organist
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
From the north and south we come;
from the east and west God calls us.
Over the mighty waters, the Lord speaks:
I have called you by name; you are mine.
*HYMN (Blue 457)….………..“I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art ”.…....……..………....
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God,
in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life,
making us part of the body of Christ.
We confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves,
separated from sisters and brothers in Christ.
We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges,
and show reluctance to welcome one another;
we allow the past to hold us hostage.
In your loving kindness, have mercy on us,
and free us from sin.
Remind us of the promises you make in baptism
so that we may rise to new life,
and live together in grace.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Isaiah 43)
Hear the words of our creator, spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “I have called you by
name. You are mine. Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.”
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS HYMN (492) …………..”Baptized in Water” ……………………...

.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Joining our hearts and minds in prayer,
let us call on the name of the Lord,
saying: O God of grace, bless us with peace.

We pray for the church…
Make us a people of your Word and Spirit
so that we may live as true disciples
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
O God of grace, bless us with peace.

We pray for the world…
Gather up all the lost and forsaken
from the troubled places of the earth;
redeem and restore their lives.
O God of grace, bless us with peace.

We pray for the community of Americus…
Help us, like John, to point to Christ,
preparing the way for your holy realm
of righteousness and justice.
O God of grace, bless us with peace.

We pray for loved ones…
Support those who are suffering.
Let them know they are precious to you.
Call them by name and hold them close.
O God of grace, bless us with peace.
Mighty God, strengthen your people
so that we may live in the world
as those you have chosen and called;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to prayer…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God our helper, by your Holy Spirit, open our minds, that as the Scriptures are read and
your Word is proclaimed, we may be led into your truth and taught your will,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

INVITATION TO REAFFIRM OUR BAPTISMAL COVENANT

SCRIPTURE
Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 42:1
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put
my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.
Responsive Psalm reading
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name,
worship the Lord in holy splendor.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful,
the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

Psalm 29: 2-4

New Testament Scripture:
Luke 3: 15-22
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
18 So, with many other warnings, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 19 But
Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s
wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added to them all by
shutting up John in prison. 21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy

MESSAGE …...........................“The Purpose of Baptism"…………...Pastor Sommer Bower

We gather today to worship and praise the God of awe and majesty.
We come to encounter the God who knows us each by name and who
walks with us in intimate love. We come to reaffirm the blessing we
have received through our baptism. In baptism, we remember God’s
saving actions throughout history, and we have the opportunity to
answer yes as God whispers our names. As a community of God, we
gather today at the waters of baptism to reaffirm our commitment to
Christ and to experience anew the transforming power of the
Holy Spirit.
You are invited to come forward during the hymn to the baptismal fount to dip
your hand in the baptismal waters, to be reminded of your baptism and then
to walk to the piano where we shall gather.
*HYMN (Blue 356, verse 1,3)………..“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”.….................

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy ,never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet; Sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, Mount of God’s unchanging love!
O to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above.
*CLOSING HYMN (Glory To God 375) …….“Shall We Gather at the River”…..……………...
(Insert on next page)
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………………….………………….……………...………..Camron Cummings, Organist

