Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our
Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Sharon & John Parks
Malcom & Anne Perry

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
-

The Family of Gladys Greer who passed away
Thursday, January 17, 2019
Patsy McCoy (injured back in fall, currently
at Magnolia Manor Rehab.)
Butch Cullison (bypass heart surgery next week)
Pat Hill (broken femur, but now home and doing
well with rehab)
Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
Patrick Tissue

JANUARY
Elder of the Month
Emily Collins

Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00
a.m. on WISK radio 98.7 on your radio dial.
Weekly sermons can also be downloaded
from our web site.
First Presbyterian Church - 229-924-2162
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org,
www.americuspresbyterian.org

Americus, Georgia

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, January 8th Magnolia Manor Bible Study- with
Pastor Sommer - 10:30 am
Wednesday, January 16th, 6:00 pm Wednesday night supper. The Mission
Committee will be giving an update on the
Landscape architect hired regarding the
church land between the CSM and Glass
Company.
Monday, January 21st - Church Office
Closed—Observation of MLK
Tuesday, January 22nd Finance Committee Meeting 2:00 pm
Session Mtg. 6:30 pm

VOLUNTEERS

Sunday,
January 13th
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Ushers
Benji & Esther Campbell, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Russ Childers
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Radio
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary
Jim Griffith
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
Bk - Sharon
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to
McFarland
add someone to our prayer list and/or request a
PrayerGram.

First Presbyterian Church

Sunday,
January 20th
Ushers
Schley Gatewood
Sharon Parks
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Jim Griffith

Sunday,
January 27th
Ushers
Bill Krenson
Cathy Clark Reynolds
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara/Ella
Hawkins
Sunday,
February 3rd
Ushers
Emily and Tom Collins
Radio
Cara/Ella Hawkins
Bk - Sharon
McFarland

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest,
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, January 27, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE…………………………………………………………………….……Camron Cummings, Organist
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Come before your God with praise and thanksgiving.
The joy of God is our strength.
Join with the heavens and the earth
in telling the goodness of our God.
The joy of God is our strength.
Come let us worship God, who revives our souls.

(Nehemiah 8, Psalm 19)

*HYMN (Blue 487) ……………....…“When Morning Gilds the Skies”…………………….…………..

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Ever present One, you call us to be your presence,
your body in this world, but too often we lose sight of the overarching
mission you set before us. You have given us your law to be our guide,
but we turn our backs on what we see as rules and restrictions, fearful that
we will not live up to your expectations. Help us see with new eyes, and hear
with the ears of our heart, the liberating spirit of the law that strengthens
and revives and enables us to be and do all you call us to be and do.
Help us be faithful witnesses to your law of love and unity. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
We have been freed from our fears and doubts. Rejoice, dear fiends! In Jesus' Name,
we are forgiven and healed. AMEN.
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer

THIS IS
YOUR
HOME!

Camron Cummings,
Mary Catron &
Kevin Richmond

NEW TESTAMENT READING
1 Corinthians 12: 12-14
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit. 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
*HYMN (Blue 293)...…………….....“This is My Father’s World”...…………….....…….…..……….
MESSAGE……….………...“Crash Helmets and Snacks to Share”……....…..…Pastor Sommer
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
*HYMN (Blue 481) ………..........“Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”…..….…...........…….
*BENEDICTION

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Clerk of Session, Darryl Hawkins
On behalf of the session, I present Camron Cummings, Mary Catron & Kevin
Richmond, who has been received into the membership of this congregation by
Affirmation of Faith.
1 Peter 2:9
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of the One who called you out of darkness into
God’s marvelous light.
RENUNCIATIONS
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce
evil and its power in the world?
I do.
Who is your Lord and Savior?
Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior.
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?
I will, with God’s help.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
Camron Cummings, Mary Catron & Kevin Richmond, you have publicly professed your
faith. Will you be faithful members of this congregation, share in its worship and
ministry through your prayers and gifts, your study and service, and so fulfill your
calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
PRAYER

*POSTLUDE…………………….…………...…………………...…...……..Camron Cummings, Organist

“Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely
invoke? It is madness to wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to
church; we should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life
preservers and signal flares; they should lash us to our pews. For the
sleeping god may wake some day and take offense, or the waking god may
draw us out to where we can never return.” ~ Annie Dillard
Teaching a Stone to Talk (New York: Harper & Row, 1982), 40-41.

HYMN (Blue 438)………………….“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” ………..Joy Thompson, piano
Blest be the tie that binds, our hearts in Christian love: The fellowship of
kindred minds is like to that above.
WELCOME
Let us welcome Camron Cummings, Mary Catron & Kevin Richmond as they joins us in
the worship and mission of the church.
With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us the ministry of
Christ. Hallelujah! Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
May the words of my mouth, and the meditation of our hearts, be acceptable in your
sight, our Rock and our Redeemer.
SCRIPTURE OLD TESTAMENT READING
Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10
1 all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to
Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of
the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those
who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of
the law.
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above
all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezra blessed
the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the
ground.
8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the
sense, so that the people understood the reading.9 And Nehemiah, who was the
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said
to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For
all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said to them,
“Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for
whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for
the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Psalm 19
1 The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent
for the sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment
of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes;
9 the fear of the Lord is pure,
enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey,
and drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12 But who can detect their errors?
Clear me from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;
do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

