
FEBRUARY Elder of the Month 

Darryl Hawkins 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our 
Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                                 Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                                       Nancy Miller 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Judy and Jody Wade 
Earl and Beth Williams 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
-  Kathy Newkirk (Knee surgery) 
-  Patsy McCoy (injured back in fall, currently  
    at Magnolia Manor Rehab.) 
-  Pat Hill (broken femur, but now home and  

doing  well with rehab) 
-  Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary  

 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to 
add someone to our prayer list and/or request a 
PrayerGram.  

 

 

Listen to us every Sunday morning at 
11:00 a.m. on WISK radio 98.7 on your 
radio dial. Weekly sermons can also be 

downloaded from our web site. 
 

First Presbyterian Church - 229-924-2162 
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org, 

www.americuspresbyterian.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Sunday, February 24th - Congregational 
Meeting and Meeting of the Corporation 
Wednesday, February 27th, 6pm—Covered 
Dish Dinner and Hymn Sing. 
Thursday, February 28th— Pastor Sommer 
at CSM 

Sunday,  
February 24th 
Ushers  
Bill Krenson 
Cathy Clark  
Reynolds 
Radio 
Cara/Ella Hawkins 
Bk-Sharon McFarland 
 

Sunday,  
March 3rd 
Ushers  
Tom & Emily Collins 
Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
BK - Cara/Ella 
Hawkins 

VOLUNTEERS 
March Elder of the Month 

Russ Childers 

Wednesday, March 3rd - 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Ash Wednesday dinner and worship –a 
simple meal will be provided by the church 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday, March 13th  11:00 am -2:00 pm 
First Presbyterian will host a 

Saint Patricks' Day Lunch at the 
GSW Pres House 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 

“God brought us into being with a holy aspiration: 
to love what God loves as God loves it.  

We yearn to grow into that way of being.”  

 

by Rev. Jake Owensby, from the article “Room To Grow”  



 

 

 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
 Sunday  Worship 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

 
 
 

CENTERING WORDS (Luke 6) 
Love is an all or nothing proposition. Only by loving your enemies as well as your 

friends do you live as children of the Most High. 
 
PRELUDE………………………………………………………..…………………Camron Cummings, Organist 
 
WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                       
Let us be known as children of the Most High. 

We will love our enemies, and do good to those who hate us. 
Let us be known as disciples of Christ. 

We will bless those who curse us, and pray for those who wrong us. 
Let us be known as heirs of the Spirit. 

We will be merciful, even as our God is merciful. 
 

 
*HYMN (Blue 275) ……………………...……“God of Our Life”...…………..………………………..……… 

This text was created for the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, by its pastor.  

He wrote these words especially for this tune,  
originally composed for John Henry Newman’s text “Lead, Kindly Light.” 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 O God, let your voice sound in our hearts and wake us from our drowsy 
 state.  This life is passing quickly and soon our time will be spent. We are 
 caught sleeping when we should be awake; there are things to be done to  
 fulfill your will for us and for this world.  Forgive our failure to obey your  
 commandments and our drowsiness when hearing Christ’s words.   

 

 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019  
6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.   

Covered Dish Dinner 
 and  

Hymn Sing 

Please join us at  
First Presbyterian Church for a 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Source of every blessing, you sent Jesus into our lives to save us from selfishness and 
greed. For teaching us to treat others as we would have them treat us, we give you 

our thanks and praise. Bless these gifts, that we have received from your bounty, and 
send them forth to those in need, whether they be friend or foe. For all are your  

beloved children and our sisters and brothers. Amen. 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 439)……………....“In Christ There is No East or West”…..…….……………. 
This text was written to celebrate and give praise to God for  

Christian Missionaries in the early 20thcentury. 
 
 

*BENEDICTION        
 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE…………...……………...…………………...…….....……..Camron Cummings, Organist 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The purpose of the meeting of the Corporation is to present nominations 
for Officers of the Corporation. The Corporation Officer nominations are: 
Sharon Parks as President, Katie Minich as Vice President, Darryl Hawkins 
as Secretary and Bill Krenson as Treasurer. The purpose of the  
Congregational Meeting is to approve the Pastor's Salary and for the 
Budget to be presented.  

Congregational  
Meeting 

And Meeting of the  
Corporation 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Luke 6) 
When we treat others as we would have them treat us, Jesus calls us beloved children 
of the Most High. If God is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked, how much more will 

God be kind to those who love the Lord and seek to live the Golden Rule?  
Rest in this assurance and be at peace. 

  
 

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                            Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                     Pastor Sommer  

 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 
 

*MINUTE FOR SPIRITUAL NURTURE AND FELLOWSHIP 
Our congregation is hosting the Presbyterian Student Lunch at GSW on  

Wednesday, March 13th from 11 a.m. til 2:00 p.m. 
St. Patrick’s Day is the theme of the lunch. 

 
 

*HYMN (Blue 374, verse 1&2)……...“Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace”……...….…. 
St. Francis of Assisi (born 1181/1182 -died October 3, 1226) was an Italian Catholic  

friar and preacher. While going off to war in 1204 as a man in his 20’s, Francis had a 
vision that directed him back to Assisi, where he lost his taste for his worldly life. On a 

pilgrimage to Rome, he joined the poor in begging at St. Peter's Basilica. The  
experience moved him to live in poverty. Francis returned home, began preaching on 

the streets, and soon amassed a following. He founded the men's Order of Friars  
Minor, the women’s Order of St. Clare, and the Third Order of Saint Francis for men 

and women not able to live the lives of itinerant preachers. Francis is one of the most 
venerated religious figures in history.  

. 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

  



 

 SCRIPTURE                  Luke 6:27-38 New Living Translation (NLT) 
Love for Enemies 
27 “But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to those 
who hate you.28 Bless those who curse you. Pray for those who hurt you.29 If  
someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also. If someone demands 
your coat, offer your shirt also.30Give to anyone who asks; and when things are taken 
away from you, don’t try to get them back.31 Do to others as you would like them to 
do to you. 
 32 “If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit for that? Even  
sinners love those who love them! 33 And if you do good only to those who do good 
to you, why should you get credit? Even sinners do that much! 34 And if you lend 
money only to those who can repay you, why should you get credit? Even sinners will 
lend to other sinners for a full return. 
 35 “Love your enemies! Do good to them. Lend to them without expecting to be  
repaid. Then your reward from heaven will be very great, and you will truly be acting 
as children of the Most High, for he is kind to those who are unthankful and  
wicked. 36 You must be compassionate, just as your Father is compassionate. 

 

37 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, or it will 
all come back against you. Forgive others, and you will be forgiven.38 Give, and you 
will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to 
make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give 
will determine the amount you get back.” 
 

                Luke 6:27-38 The Message By Eugene H. Peterson  
27-30“To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: Love your enemies. Let them 
bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time,  
respond with the energies of prayer for that person. If someone slaps you in the face, 
stand there and take it. If someone grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best coat and make 
a present of it. If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice 
the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously. 

 

31-34 “Here is a simple rule of thumb for behavior: Ask yourself what you want  
people to do for you; then grab the initiative and do it for them! If you only love the 
lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill sinners do that. If you only 
help those who help you, do you expect a medal? Garden-variety sinners do that. If 
you only give for what you hope to get out of it, do you think that’s charity? The  
stingiest of pawnbrokers does that. 

 
 
 

35-36 “I tell you, love your enemies. Help and give without expecting a return. You’ll 
never—I promise—regret it. Live out this God-created identity the way our Father 
lives toward us, generously and graciously, even when we’re at our worst. Our Father 
is kind; you be kind. 
 

37-38 “Don’t pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults—unless, of 
course, you want the same treatment. Don’t condemn those who are down; that 
hardness can boomerang. Be easy on people; you’ll find life a lot easier. Give away 
your life; you’ll find life given back, but not merely given back—given back with bonus 
and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. Generosity begets generosity.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

MESSAGE……………………...….……“Swimming Upstream”…….…………………...…Pastor Sommer 
 
 
 

*HYMN (391, verse 1, 4, 6)……………..........“Take My Life”…………………….…………...………... 
 Take my life, and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
 Take my moments and my days;  
 Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
 Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

  

           Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; 
                        Take my intellect, and use Every power and Thou shalt choose, 
                        Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

  

                        Take my love; my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store. 
                        Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee, 
                        Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 

 This hymn of consecration radiates from the repeated word “take,” resulting in 
a remarkably full survey of a person’s attributes and possessions and giving weight to 

the “all” at the end. The composer of the tune was influential in the renewal of  
Reformed hymns in French. 

OFFERTORY 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........….... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


