Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,
Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Jim and Pat Buffaloe
Russ and Jo Childers

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Thatcher Johnson (diagnosed with stage 4
lung cancer, Cathy Reynolds brother -in-law)
- Kathy Newkirk (Knee surgery)
- Pat Hill (broken femur, but now home and
doing well with rehab)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

March Elder of the Month

RUSS CHILDERS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, March 12th - 10:30 am - Magnolia
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer
Wednesday, March 13th - 11:30am-12:30pm
Lenten lunch at Roman Oven (private room)

Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Tuesday, March 19th - 6:30pm
Session Meeting
Wednesday, March 20th - 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
First Presbyterian will host a Saint Patricks' Day
Lunch at the GSW Pres House
Thursday, March 21st - 9:45 am - Pastor Sommer
at CPM Meeting at Presbytery office

Sunday, March 24th —Congregational meeting
immediately following worship to elect the church
nominating committee

VOLUNTEERS

Sunday,
March 10th
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Ushers
Benji & Esther Campbell, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Russ Childers
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Ronnie Greer
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary
Radio
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
Sharon McFarland
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like BK - Jim Griffith
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a Sunday,
March 17th
PrayerGram.
Ushers
Listen to us every Sunday morning at
Schley Gatewood
11:00 a.m. on WISK radio 98.7 on your
Sharon Parks
radio dial. Weekly sermons can also be
Radio
downloaded from our web site.
Cara/Ella Hawkins
First Presbyterian Church - 229-924-2162
BK - Ronnie Greer
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org,
www.americuspresbyterian.org

First Presbyterian Church

Sunday,
March 24th
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill
Cathy Clark Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
BK - Sharon McFarland
Sunday,
March 31st
Ushers - Volunteers
Needed
Radio
Jim Griffith
BK - Cara/Ella Hawkins

God of the wilderness,
your Spirit leads us to face the truth,
unprotected and exposed:
in our times of trial
help us to resist the worship of empty power,
so that we may find our true food
in Jesus Christ, the broken bread. Amen.
~ from "Prayers for an Inclusive Church 2009", Posted on the Anglican Church of Canada website.

Sunday, March 10, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
First Sunday of Lent
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, Organist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tuesday, March 12th at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Sommer continues her monthly Bible Study at
Magnolia Manor. Come join her on the

CALL TO WORSHIP
We enter this season of Lent, knowing the wilderness is ahead;
Prepare us, O God, to face whatever adversity may come.
We enter this week, uncertain of the distractions that might arrive;
Help us, O God, to keep our minds on You.
We enter this day, hoping to set our hearts on Christ;
Keep us, O God, to the way of faith.
We enter this time of worship, dependent upon our God;
Show us, O God, Your way, Your truth, and Your life. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 281)….................“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”…...…………….……………

Section 3 “Dogwood” sun porch.

NEW DATE...

.

CALL TO CONFESSION
God makes no distinction between us. We are all sinners, we are all children of God, we
are all precious to God, and we are all saved by God. Because God is so impartial, let us
confess our common humanity to the One who is generous to all.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Faithful One, we confess that we give up too easily. We throw our hands in
the air and turn away. We confess that we almost always take the easy way
out and we struggle with the difficult questions of faith. Keep us to Your way,
O God. Keep challenging us to do justice, love mercy, and be humble with
You. Hold us to the covenant You have made with us, to be our God, and for
us to be Your people. Guide us on this journey of faith, through the valleys of
shadow, beyond our doubts and fears. Remind us that You are close to our
hearts, always. Amen.

Wednesday, March 20th
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
First Presbyterian will host a
Saint Patricks' Day Lunch at the
GSW Pres House
Please join us for lunch with the students
and bring a dessert to share!

LENT LUNCH BIBLE STUDY
4 week Lent Bible Study ~ Every Wednesday during Lent
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
May the peace of Christ be with you.
May the hope of God be with you.
May the joy of the Spirit be with you.
May you know God’s forgiveness and mercy,
and may you share these gifts with the world. Amen.
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Week 1
Wednesday, March 13th
Roman Oven (private room)
11:30am – 12:30pm
Week 2
Wednesday, March 20th
G.S.W. Pres House
St. Patricks’ Day theme
11:30am – 12:30pm
*Lunch is provided by our church,
but you are welcome to bring a dessert
Week 3
Wednesday, April 3rd
Mediterranean Grill
11:30am – 12:30pm
Week 4
Wednesday, April 10th
Sweet Georgia Bakery/Café Campesino
11:30am – 12:30pm
First Presbyterian Church - (229) 924-2162
office@americuspresbyterian.org · www.americuspresbyterian.org

Pastor Sommer

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
*HYMN (Blue 447)......................“Lead On, O King Eternal”…...……………..…….....……………
PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of signs and wonders, who speaks the world into being, speak again your words
of life and death. May your word be ever near us, on our lips, and in our heart.
Transform us as we hear your word this day, that we may respond with faithful praise.

SCRIPTURE
Psalm 91: 1-2,9-16 (NRSV)
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the
Almighty,
will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust."
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place,
no evil shall befall you, no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone. You will tread on the lion and the cobras, the young lion and the serpent you will
trample under foot.
Those who love me, I will deliver;
I will protect those who know my name.
When they call to me, I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honor them.
With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation.
Luke 4:1-13 New Living Translation (NLT)
The Temptation of Jesus
4 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River. He was led by the
Spirit in the wilderness,2 where he was tempted by the devil for forty days. Jesus ate
nothing all that time and became very hungry. 3 Then the devil said to him, “If you are
the Son of God, tell this stone to become a loaf of bread.”4 But Jesus told him, “No!
The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone.’” 5 Then the devil took him up
and revealed to him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 “I will give
you the glory of these kingdoms and authority over them,” the devil said, “because
they are mine to give to anyone I please. 7 I will give it all to you if you will worship
me.” 8 Jesus replied, “The Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and
serve only him.’” 9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, to the highest point of the
Temple, and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! 10 For the Scriptures say, ‘He
will order his angels to protect and guard you. 11 And they will hold you up with their
hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 12 Jesus responded, “The
Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the Lord your God.’” 13 When the devil had
finished tempting Jesus, he left him until the next opportunity came.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE ………….............“And so the Season of Lent begins”……………..Pastor Sommer
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Romans 10:8b-13
Question: First Presbyterian Church of Americus, how are you saved from your sin?
Answer: "The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the
word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and
one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says,
"No one who believes in him will be put to shame."
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord
of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, "Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved." (Romans 10: 8b-13)
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…......“Praise God, from
Whom All Blessings Flow”……….….......
..
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
From a laptop and a pharmacy, from retirement and teaching, from a library and
nursing, from all the places where we derive a living, we offer you our gifts, God of
grace, so they might become part of all the fruits of hope and of healing, of peace and
patience, which you give to others throughout the world.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 372)…..……….…….“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”.....................…..….......
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE…………..…………...……….………...….………………...Camron Cummings, Organist

