Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,
Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
John McFarland
Darryl and Cara Hawkins; Carrie Hawkins

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:

- Harvey & Jody Simpson
- Russell & Angie Thomas
- Passing of JC Mendenhall (father-in-law of Anna
Gatewood Mendenhall)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

RUSS CHILDERS

First Presbyterian Church

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Americus, Georgia

March Elder of the Month

Wednesday, April 3rd, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm Lenten Lunch Bible Study - Mediterranean Grill
Thursday, April 4th, 10:30 am—Nominating
Committee Meeting
Tuesday, April 9th, 10:30 am - Magnolia Manor
Bible Study with Pastor Sommer
Tuesday, April 9th - SAMA Meeting noon
Wednesday, April 10th, 11:30 am -12:30 pm Lenten Lunch Bible Study - FPC
Thursday, April 11th—Pastor Sommer at CPM
Meeting at Presbytery Office
Tuesday, April 16th , 11:30a am - FPC Hosting
Holy Week SAMA lunch and worship
Thursday, April 18th—Maundy Thursday Worship
Service and Meal
Sunday, April 21st - EASTER SUNDAY
Tuesday, April 23rd, 6:30 pm - Session Meeting
Thursday, April 25th -Pastor Sommer at CSM

A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a
PrayerGram.
Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m.
on WISK radio 98.7 on your radio dial. Weekly
sermons can also be downloaded from our web site.
First Presbyterian Church 229-924-2162
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org,
www.americuspresbyterian.org

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday, April 7th
Ushers
Tom and Emily Collins
Radio
Sharon McFarland
BK - Jim Griffith
Sunday, April 14th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Cara/Ella Hawkins
BK - Ronnie Greer

Sunday, April 21st
Ushers
Schley Gatewood
Sharon Parks
Radio
Ronnie Greer
BK - Sharon McFarland
Sunday, April 28th
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill,
and Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Jim Griffith
BK - Cara/Ella Hawkins

The Last Word
Where there is no extravagance
there is no love,
and where there is no love
there is no understanding.
-Oscar Wilde 1854-1900

Sunday, April 7, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
Fifth Sunday of Lent

OUR LAST LENT OVER
LUNCH BIBLE STUDY

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

Wednesday, April 10, 2019
11:30am – 12:30pm
Lunch and Bible Study will be
held in the FPC Fellowship Hall.
Please place your order in advance from Sweet Georgia Bakery/Café
Campesino using the menus provided and calling or emailing the church office
at office@americuspresbyterian.org or (229)924-2162. We ask that you
pickup your lunch prior to arriving at the church, to allow us to have as much
time together as possible, as we conclude our
Lent Over Lunch Bible Study Series.

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, Organist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
What a generous God we worship!
What an extravagant Creator, what a Source of abundance!
God has filled the universe with stars and galaxies beyond number, has filled the world
with creatures and objects, colors and shapes, types and varieties, more than we can
apprehend, has built it all on atoms and molecules, too small to see, too many to
imagine!
We thank You, gracious and giving God, and we praise You.
What a vibrant life this is!
What an amazing array of experiences, relationships and opportunities!
God has provided us with minds and bodies, hearts and souls to perceive and enjoy all
that life contains, has called us to appreciate each unique moment, each special gift!

First Presbyterian financially supports the
Harvest of Hope Food Pantry each month.
This Sunday, April 7th, we will be collecting canned soup
and Ramen noodles as our monthly donation.
You may drop off your donations in the office as well.
As we are fed each month by our Lord Jesus through Holy
Communion, we do our best to help feed others in need.

We thank You, gracious and giving God, and we praise You.
What an amazing Savior is ours!
What a self-giving, compassionate Lord!
God has entered our world and shared its challenges, has lived and died as one of us,
has risen, and has opened the door to full, eternal and exuberant life!

2019 Adult Church Softball

We thank You, gracious and giving God, and we praise You.
*HYMN (Blue 476)…..............“O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! ”......……………….
Addressing the first two stanzas to the singers of the hymn and the last three to God,
this free paraphrase of Psalm 104 recasts the psalmist’s imagery with baroque verve.
Though it was first published in England, the tune has been more popular in North
America than there.

For Information on playing softball this season with
First Presbyterian Church as part of the church softball league,
Please contact: Nate Herron at
Cell: (229)815-2914· Email: Nate.herron@yahoo.com

Palm Sunday, April 14th

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians
come together every year to work for a better world. Join with Presbyterian’s
worldwide to provide relief from natural and human-caused disasters, food for the
hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed.
If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!
1/3 of this offering goes to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 1/3 goes to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program and 1/3 goes to the Self-Development of People.
Look for specially marked OGHS envelopes in the bulletin on Sunday, April 14th.

Please give generously!

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, whose name is Grace: we confess that all too often we assume we have
it made and there is no need to advance in our faith. Because the poor are
always with us, we believe we can ignore them. We want Jesus to be with us,
but not if it means a lot of struggle and pain. Forgive us, God of Mercy, and
repair our broken lives. You have rearranged the price tags on everything we
value, so we might set down all that holds us back, to push ahead in following
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God comes to us to give living water to thirsty people;
God comes to us to anoint us with the grace that wipes away our sin;
God comes to fill us with joy.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
A MINUTE FOR HOLY TUESDAY, April 16th
On Tuesday, April 16th our church is hosting the Community Holy Week Service and we
need desserts and servers. Can you help?
*HYMN (Blue 527)......................“There Is a Place of Quiet Rest ”…………….………..………..…
A Presbyterian campus pastor and choir director in Missouri wrote this simple but
moving hymn in response to the death of two young nieces from diphtheria. By
distilling such personal grief into the shared assurances of faith, these words have
brought comfort to many.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Lord, we thank you that you have taught us what you would have us believe and do.
Help us to keep your Word in pure hearts, so we thereby may be strengthened in faith,
perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and in death. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Deuteronomy 15:7-11

7 If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of your
towns within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or
tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor. 8 You should rather open your hand, willingly
lending enough to meet the need, whatever it may be. 9 Be careful that you do not
entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,”
and therefore view your needy neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor
might cry to the Lord against you, and you would incur guilt. 10 Give liberally and be
ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your God will bless you in all
your work and in all that you undertake. 11 Since there will never cease to be some in
need on the earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy
neighbor in your land.”
John 12: 1-8

12 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the
one who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used
to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she
might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you
do not always have me.”

Easter Morning,
7:00am
Sunday, April 21st
Easter Sunrise Service on
the church land next to the
CSM Building at 7:00 am.
The Sunrise Service will be
followed by
breakfast and then the
11:00 am worship
service.

In the Church Yards

Easter Sunday
April 21st Following Worship

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE ….……....“Let down your hair and let the Resurrection Party begin!”…….……….
Pastor Sommer
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)……….“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……...…........
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

PLEASE BRING YOUR CANDY DONATIONS
to church and to the
church office!

Thank you!

SAMA
Worship
Services

Monday, April 15th Friday, April 19th
Each church will provide a
light lunch beginning at 11:30 am.
Services begin at 12 noon.
Lunch is also available after worship.
Monday, April 15th
Host Church: Union Tabernacle
Baptist Church
900 Adderton St.

Thursday, April 18th
Host Church: Friendship Baptist
411 Cotton Ave.

Tuesday, April 16th
Host Church: First Presbyterian
Our church will host and provide
lunch to those in attendance. We
are asking that church members
bring dessert and help serve.

Friday, April 19th Good Friday - Noon
Host Church: Calvary
Episcopal Church
408 S Lee St

Wednesday, April 17th
Host Church: Koinonia Farm
1324 GA Highway 49 South
Every Friday during Lent
at 6:30 pm
St. Mary’s Catholic Church has a
Stations of the Cross Service

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*HYMN (Blue 500)…….…………....”Become to Us the Living Bread”………….…….……..………
The author of this hymn, Miriam Drury, (1900-1985) was a native of California and
lived there most of her life. Her husband was a faculty member at the Presbyterian San
Francisco Theological Seminary. After retirement, she lived in Monte Vista
Presbyterian Retirement Home, Pasadena, California. Drury composed many complete
hymns (words and music), anthems, and poems for both children and adults. She was
an award-winning composer for the Hymn Society of America.
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
We are celebrating communion today by intinction.
You are invited to come forward down the center aisle, to take a
piece of bread and dip it in the juice. You may then prayerfully return to your
seat by the window aisle.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Come, all baptized believers in Christ.

All: Come, for this is a table where all are invited and all are welcome.
God's love for the world was so great that He gave us His Son, so that anyone who
believes in Him should not die but receive eternal life.
We come to this table in need;
We are weak and need strength;
We are broken and need healing;
We are hardened and need softening;
We are poor in spirit and need care.
We give thanks for Your compassion, O God;
We rejoice at Your invitation to share in this meal,
and we receive again Your abundant grace.
So, let's remember how Jesus gave Himself for us; At supper, on the night of His
betrayal, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and shared it with His friends,
saying: This is my body, given for you. Take it, eat it, and remember Me. Amen.

After supper, Jesus took the cup,
gave thanks and shared it with His friends, saying:
This is my blood shed for you. Take it, drink it and remember Me. Amen.
People of God you are in invited forward
CLOSING COMMUNION PRAYER
In this bread and in this wine we receive again the generous, and costly gift of life,
offered to us through the sacrifice of Jesus.
This meal is a proclamation of God's goodness,
a thanksgiving for God's grace and a sharing in God's life.
And we will keep celebrating in this way until Jesus returns. Amen.

Handbells Choir Practice
Wednesday, April 3rd at 6:00 pm

Today
Sunday, April 7th after worship
Wednesday, April 10th at 6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 17th at 6:00 pm

Come Join Us!

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE…………………….…………...…………………....…...……..Camron Cummings, Organist

Tuesday, April 9th at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Sommer continues her monthly Bible Study at
Magnolia Manor. Come join her on the Section 3
“Dogwood” sun porch.

With the raising of Lazarus from death, the religious
authorities find reason to begin the final plot against Jesus.
Mary understands that Jesus is to die,
and anoints him with costly nard, as if for burial.
She wipes his feet with her hair.
Jesus understands her extravagant gesture. It is if a wordless
conversation of breathtaking intimacy takes place between them. Mary
says, “I know.” And Jesus acknowledges - “I know that you know.”
Mary, relieved, sighs, “Now I know that you know that I know.”
-Suzanne Guthrie

Everyone is welcome to attend!

