Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,
Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Jim and Nancy Herron
Nate Herron; Mitch and Riley
Ella Hawkins

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Harvey & Jody Simpson
- Russell & Angie Thomas
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a
PrayerGram.

Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m.
on WISK radio 98.7 on your radio dial. Weekly
sermons can also be downloaded from our web site.
First Presbyterian Church 229-924-2162
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org,
www.americuspresbyterian.org

April Elder of the Month

BETH WILLIAMS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, April 3rd, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm Lenten Lunch Bible Study - Mediterranean Grill
Thursday, April 4th, 10:30 am—Nominating
Committee Meeting
Tuesday, April 9th, 10:30 am - Magnolia Manor
Bible Study with Pastor Sommer
Tuesday, April 9th - SAMA Meeting noon
Wednesday, April 10th, 11:30 am -12:30 pm Lenten Lunch Bible Study - FPC
Thursday, April 11th—Pastor Sommer at CPM
Meeting at Presbytery Office
Tuesday, April 16th , 11:30a am - FPC Hosting
Holy Week SAMA lunch and worship
Thursday, April 18th—Maundy Thursday Worship
Service and Meal
Sunday, April 21st - EASTER SUNDAY
Tuesday, April 23rd, 6:30 pm - Session Meeting
Thursday, April 25th -Pastor Sommer at CSM

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday, April 7th
Ushers
Tom and Emily Collins
Radio
Sharon McFarland
BK - Jim Griffith
Sunday, April 14th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Cara/Ella Hawkins
BK - Ronnie Greer

Sunday, April 21st
Ushers
Schley Gatewood
Sharon Parks
Radio
Ronnie Greer
BK - Sharon McFarland
Sunday, April 28th
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill,
and Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Jim Griffith
BK - Cara/Ella Hawkins

Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
-Psalm 24:7

Sunday, April 14, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, Organist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
O Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good!
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
This is the day that the Lord has made!
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna! We come to worship Jesus, God Who Saves! Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 89)..................“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”………....Procession of the Palms
Why Did the Disciples Wave Palm Leaves?
There are a couple of explanations. One is that it was common practice in the ancient
world to welcome home a king or war hero by laying out a path of branches for him to
ride/walk on - similar to rolling out the red carpet today. Romans honored champions
of the games and the military with palm branches. In ancient times, palm branches
symbolized goodness, well-being, and victory. Another explanation is that it is a
reminder of the Festival of the Booths commanded in Leviticus and Deuteronomy. For
this festival the Israelites were commanded to use palms as a form of celebration that
Jehovah had delivered his people out of Egypt. King Solomon had palm branches carved
into the walls and doors of the Jewish temple in Jerusalem. The palm branches were
used as a mark of rejoicing!
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.

MINUTE FOR HOLY WEEK

Handbells Choir Practice
Wednesday, April 3rd at 6:00 pm
Sunday, April 7th after worship
Wednesday, April 10th at 6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 17th at 6:00 pm

Come Join Us!
Easter Sunday Worship Service Performance

2019 Adult Church Softball

For Information on playing softball this season with
First Presbyterian Church as part of the church softball league,
Please contact: Nate Herron at
Cell: (229)815-2914· Email: Nate.herron@yahoo.com

Palm Sunday, April 14th

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians
come together every year to work for a better world. Join with Presbyterian’s
worldwide to provide relief from natural and human-caused disasters, food for the
hungry, and support for the poor and oppressed.
If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!
1/3 of this offering goes to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 1/3 goes to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program and 1/3 goes to the Self-Development of People.
Look for specially marked OGHS envelopes in the bulletin.

Please give generously!

*HYMN (Blue 91)…...................“Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!”……...…….………………………

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy and eternal God, you make foolish the wisdom of the world. Through the
foolishness of the cross, you save those who believe. Help us, O God, believe not only
with our lips but also with our lives. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Luke 19:28-40
28 After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he had
come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it
you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs
it.’” 32 So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33 As they
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the
colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35 Then they brought it to Jesus; and after
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people
kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was now approaching the path
down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise
God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38 saying,
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in
the highest heaven!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher,
order your disciples to stop.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the
stones would shout out.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE ………..….…….…......“God Will Provide a Witness”…..….…......….Pastor Sommer
...

In the Church Yard

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Psalm 118: 19-27
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the LORD's doing
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Save us, we beseech you, O LORD!
O LORD, we beseech you, give us success!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God, and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
up to the horns of the altar.

Easter Sunday
April 21st Immediately
Following Worship In the Prayer Garden

Bring Your Basket!
PLEASE BRING YOUR CANDY DONATIONS
to church and to the
church office!

Thank you!

Easter Morning,
7:00am
Sunday, April 21st
Easter Sunrise Service on
the church land next to the
CSM Building at 7:00 am.
The Sunrise Service will be
followed by
breakfast and then the
11:00 am worship
service.

The service itself will last no longer than 30 minutes. You may bring lawn
chairs if you wish but we will not be providing much in the way of seating. Our
Pastor will lead us in scripture, prayer and a brief meditation and our church
organist will lead us in music celebrating the resurrection.
Following the worship service, we will all walk over to the back doors of the
Fellowship Hall, enter, and enjoy a hot breakfast provided by the church. If
you would like to help with the breakfast, here are some suggestions. Donna
Minich will be making hot cross buns, a standard for Easter morning, but we
will need to supplement these buns with home made muffins. Those of you
who are interested could bake a batch of muffins anytime in the next two
weeks, bring them to the church where we will put them in the freezer until
Easter morning. Not a baker? We will also need orange juice and apple juice
which could be brought in to the church at any time.
Questions? Call Sharon Parks, 229-591-0369 or
Marcia Seymour, church secretary, 229-924-2162

OFFERTORY
Our special offering this morning is going towards One Great Hour of Sharing!
This offering supports Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) - a ministry that offers
hope in the midst of overwhelming chaos.
It also supports the Presbyterian Hunger Program
and the Self-Development of People.
Three Ways to Give
1) You can give in church today and our church will mail one large check to OGHS
2) Text OGHS 20222 to give $10 now
3) Online www.presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…….....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”….….…........
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
As we offer our gifts this day, God of salvation, remind us that we are called not just
to parades, but to serving in the streets; not just to waving palm branches, but
offering our hands to those in need; not just to days of celebration, but into the hearts
that suffer and cry out for help. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 88).……….……........“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”…….…….….…...…...………….

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE………………….………………..…..…...….…...…………...Camron Cummings, Organist

SAMA’s Holy Week
Services
Monday, April15th Friday, April19th
“The Road to Salvation”
Each church will provide a
light lunch beginning at 11:30 am.
Services begin at 12 noon.
Lunch is also available after worship.
Monday, April 15th
Host Church: Union Tabernacle
Baptist Church, 900 Adderton St.
Host Pastor: Rev. Larry Sims
Guest Preacher: Deacon Bernie
Bosse, St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Thursday, April 18th
Host Church: Friendship Missionary
Baptist, 411 Cotton Ave.
Host Pastor: Bishop Melvin
McCluster
Guest Preacher: Kevin Brown

Tuesday, April 16th
Host Church: First Presbyterian
Our church will host and provide
lunch to those in attendance. We
are asking that church members
bring dessert and help serve.
Guest Preacher: Rev. Evangelist
Buford Snipes, United Holiness

Friday, April 19th Good Friday - Noon
Host Church: Calvary Episcopal
Church, 408 S. Lee Street

Wednesday, April 17th
Host Church: Koinonia Farm
1324 GA Highway 49 South
Host Coordinator: Bren Dubay
Guest Preacher: Bishop Melvin
McCluster, Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church

Ford Maddox Brown, Jesus Washing Peter’s Feet, 1856.
Maundy Thursday begins the Three Days (or Triduum),
remembering the new commandment that Christ gave us in word and
deed as he taught us how to love one another,
washing our feet as a servant. We also celebrate the Lord’s Supper,
remembering the meal Christ shared with his disciples before his death.

Service and meal Thursday, April 18th beginning at 6:00p.m.

