Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry,
Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Harvey & Jody Simpson
- Russell & Angie Thomas

MAY
Elder of the Month

EMILY COLLINS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, May 5th - Campus Ministry Sunday and
reception. Music supply, Jon Smith and Rachel
Lairsey

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Sunday, May 12th - Mother’s Day

Tuesday, May 14th, 10:30 am - Magnolia Manor
Bible Study with Pastor Sommer
Sunday, May 19th - Benji and Esther Campbell
here, presentation and potluck dinner.
Church softball team will also be in attendance.
Tuesday, May 28th, 6:30 pm - Session meeting

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a
PrayerGram.

Listen to us every Sunday
morning at 11:00 a.m. on WISK
radio 98.7 on your radio dial.
Weekly sermons can also be
downloaded from our
website. www.americuspresbyterian.org
First Presbyterian Church Phone: 229-924-2162
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org,

Sunday, June 2nd - Congregational meeting to
elect Elders to Session

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday, May 5th
Ushers
Tom and Emily Collins
Radio
Ronnie Greer
BK - Jim Griffith
Sunday, May 12th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Cara/Ella Hawkins
BK - Ronnie Greer
Sunday, May 19th
Ushers
Schley Gatewood
Sharon Parks

Radio
Sharon McFarland
Sunday, May 26th
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill,
and Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Jim Griffith
BK - Cara/Ella Hawkins

Welcome to Worship!
We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest,
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, May 5, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
Campus Ministry Sunday
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

J

Jon Smith

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
(from Psalm 96:1-4, 9)
O sing to the Lord a new song;
Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s holy name;
Tell of God’s salvation each and every day.
Declare the glory of God among the nations,
Tell of God’s marvelous works in your life.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,
Worship the Lord in holy splendor, and be in awe of God.
MUSIC………………………………….…“Holy Spirit”…………………..Jon Smith and Rachel Lairsey

Congratulations to Ella Christine Hawkins
who will graduate from
Georgia Southwestern State University,
May 8, 2019 at 3:00 pm

Cards can be sent to the Hawkins home:
113 North Pointe Circle
Americus, GA 31709

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors
MUSIC…………………………………......“Oceans”………...………….Jon Smith and Rachel Lairsey
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Holy God, You encounter us on this journey of life in unexpected ways and
unexpected places. Throughout the Scriptures, You have shown us that You call us to
help those in need on the side of the road. You stop us in our tracks when we are
going the wrong way. You move us to be with people we would not normally
associate with. You call us to rest when we want to press on in unhealthy ways, and
You call us to carry on when we want to stop for selfish reasons. Even when we are
resting, You are on the move around us. The world never stops turning, the solar
system never stops revolving, the galaxies never stop spinning. Everything is in
motion, including You, Sojourning God, Spirit of Life, the Resurrected Christ. In Your
name we live and move and have our being. Amen.

Congratulations to
Karen and Schley Gatewood,
who are grandparents
once again!
Baby Kathryn Elizabeth Gatewood
was born to
Griff and Elizabeth Gatewood

Sunday, May 19th
Our Missionaries Benji and Esther Campbell
Will join us for worship. We will have a covered dish dinner
following, where they will share with us their new ministry
called Push the Rock International in a 30 minute presentation.

First Presbyterian Church softball team
will also be in attendance on Sunday, May 19th

There will be a potluck dinner following worship.
Please sign up to bring a dish or a dessert!

SCRIPTURE

John 21: 1-19

Narrator: 21 There was one other time when Jesus appeared to the disciples—this
time by the Sea of Tiberias. This is how it happened: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (the
Twin), Nathanael (the Galilean from Cana), the sons of Zebedee, and two other
disciples were together.
Simon Peter (to disciples): 3 I am going fishing.
Disciples: Then we will come with you.
Narrator: After Jesus’ death, the disciples don’t know what to do with themselves,
other than return to their old livelihood of fishing. This band of fishermen is lost and
lonely, but just when they think things can’t be stranger, Jesus shows up. He tells
them to fish on the other side of the boat. They do, and they are suddenly
overwhelmed with fish. The nets are bulging.
Narrator: What He shows here is that not only will their old ways of living leave His
followers as empty as the nets, but their old habits will not work either. He has
impacted their lives in a way that changed them forever. They can’t go back. And He
knows they don’t know how to go forward. They went out in the boat and caught
nothing through the night. 4 As day was breaking, Jesus was standing on the beach;
but they did not know it was Jesus.
Jesus: 5 My sons, you haven’t caught any fish, have you?
Disciples: No.
Jesus: 6 Throw your net on the starboard side of the boat, and your net will find the
fish.
Narrator: They did what He said, and suddenly they could not lift their net because
of the massive weight of the fish that filled it. 7 The disciple loved by Jesus turned to
Peter and said:
(Beloved) Disciple: It is the Lord.
Narrator: Immediately, when Simon Peter heard these words, he threw on his shirt
(which he would take off while he was working) and dove into the sea. 8 The rest of
the disciples followed him, bringing in the boat and dragging in their net full of fish.
They were close to the shore, fishing only about 100 yards out. 9 When they arrived
on shore, they saw a charcoal fire laid with fish on the grill. He had bread too.
Jesus (to disciples): 10 Bring some of the fish you just caught.
Narrator: 11 Simon Peter went back to the boat to unload the fish from the net. He
pulled 153 large fish from the net. Despite the number of the fish, the net held
without a tear.
Jesus: 12 Come, and join Me for breakfast.

Narrator: Jesus reveals to His disciples a world where God is intimately involved,
the main actor in the drama of history. These fish, all 153, are a sign from God
representing the community of men and women transformed by faith. Some of them
sit down and don’t say a word as they ponder all of this. Others busy themselves in
work. Each in his own way thinks, wonders, and prays.
Narrator: That’s how John always begins and ends his stories of Jesus: reminding
believers to become the children of God. The resurrection of Jesus shows the world
He is the resurrection and the life. That isn’t life after death; it is the reality that
through Jesus believers can have abundant life, a full and meaningful life, here and
now through faith. Not one of the disciples dared to ask, “Who are You?” They knew
it was the Lord. 13 Jesus took the bread and gave it to each of them, and then He did
the same with the fish. 14 This was the third time the disciples had seen Jesus since
His death and resurrection. 15 They finished eating breakfast.
Jesus: Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these other things?
Simon Peter: Yes, Lord. You know that I love You.
Jesus: Take care of My lambs.
Narrator: 16 Jesus asked him a second time . . .
Jesus: Simon, son of John, do you love Me?
Simon Peter: Yes, Lord. You must surely know that I love You.
Jesus: Shepherd My sheep.
17 (for the third time) Simon, son of John, do you love Me?
Narrator: Peter was hurt because He asked him the same question a third time,
“Do you love Me?”
Simon Peter: Lord, You know everything! You know that I love You.
Jesus: Look after My sheep. 18 I tell you the truth: when you were younger, you
would dress yourself and go wherever you pleased; but when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and take you to a place you
do not want to go.
Narrator: Ever since the night Judas betrayed Jesus and Peter denied knowing Christ
three times, Peter has felt small. He has felt he betrayed Jesus too. Matching the
three denials, Jesus has Peter re affirm his love for Him three times. At the same time,
Jesus reaffirms Peter’s call to ministry each time by challenging him to serve as a
leader. The conversation on the beach that day affects him profoundly. From then on,
Simon Peter is one of the most humble followers of Jesus, but he is also one of the
great leaders of the early church, as Acts explains.

Narrator: The disciples all learn a lesson that day. No matter what someone may
have done, the Master wants the miracle of forgiveness to restore that person to be
whom He made and called him or her to be. 19 Jesus said all this to indicate the kind of
death by which Peter would glorify God. After this conversation, Jesus said,
Jesus: Follow Me!
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE ……….………………………………………………………………………………….…..…..Josh Minich
Director of Campus Ministry at the GSW Pres House
OFFERTORY MUSIC………...……“Good, Good Father”…….…...Jon Smith and Rachel Lairsey
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Lord, accept these offerings, given with joy as one of the many ways we
say thank you to you. May everything given be used in service to Christ. Amen.
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Served with trays

COMMUNION MUSIC………….……“He is Faithful”……...…….. Jon Smith and Rachel Lairsey
*BENEDICTION
(Revelation 5, John 21)
Give boundless thanks to God who causes the angels to sing.
Give boundless praise to Christ who invites us to follow him.
Give boundless glory to the Spirit who makes us one.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
*POSTLUDE………………….………………………………….……..…..…..…...….…...……………...Jon Smith

Thank you to the college students who participated
in worship this morning!
It is a joy to have you with us.

