Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our
Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
David and Donna Minich
Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice
Jaimie Minich; Jonah

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:

MAY
Elder of the Month

EMILY COLLINS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, May 5th - Campus Ministry Sunday and
reception. Music supply, Jon Smith and
Rachel Lairsey
Sunday, May 12th - Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 19th - Benji and Esther Campbell
here, presentation and potluck dinner.
Church softball team will also be in attendance.
Tuesday, May 28th, 6:30 pm - Session meeting
Sunday, June 2nd - Congregational meeting
immediately after worship to elect Elders to
Session. The nominating committee has
nominated: Jim Buffaloe, Cynthia Richmond and
Earl Williams.

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER

VOLUNTEERS

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to
add someone to our prayer list and/or request a
PrayerGram.
Listen to us every Sunday
morning at 11:00 a.m. on WISK
radio 98.7 on your radio dial.
Weekly sermons can also be
downloaded from our
website. www.americuspresbyterian.org
First Presbyterian Church Phone: 229-924-2162
Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org

A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Tuesday, May 14th, 10:30 am - Magnolia Manor
Bible Study with Pastor Sommer

- Rachel Gildea (spouse) and the family of Jack Lynn
Gildea who passed away suddenly from a massive
heart attack (Crysta Seymour’s nephew)
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
Anne D (India) Presbyterian Missionary

First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, May 5th
Ushers
Tom and Emily Collins
Radio
Ronnie Greer
BK - Jim Griffith
Sunday, May 12th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Cara/Ella Hawkins
BK - Ronnie Greer
Sunday, May 19th
Ushers
Schley Gatewood
Sharon Parks

Radio
Sharon McFarland
Sunday, May 26th
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill,
and Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Jim Griffith
BK - Cara/Ella Hawkins

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest,
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, May 19, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE………………………………………………………………...…………Camron Cummings, Organist
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Oh God who created all things, we praise your name for your faithfulness.
We praise you just as all of the creatures of the earth sing your praise.
We look forward to that day when we live with you in our eternal home.
In the meantime come make your home in us.
Come into our neighborhoods, our work places, our schools.
Come into our sports teams, our potlucks, our graduation celebrations.
Come live in us, Lord.
We await the day when every tear will be wiped away and there will be
no more grieving.
In the meantime Lord, wipe our tears when we do mourn our losses.
We look for the day when there will be no more sickness.
In the meantime Lord, bring your healing touch to our lives.
We look for the day when all things will be new.
In the meantime renew our tired land, our old falling down housing, and our
broken systems. We pray for all that is broken and in need of your mercy.
We await that day Lord, when your justice, your love and your mercy rules and thy
kingdom has come.
May this be our prayer as we worship you this morning.
You are our Savior and our God….in You, all things are possible. Amen

Today We Welcome
Our Missionaries Benji and Esther Campbell!
There will be a covered dish dinner
Following todays worship, where Benji and Esther Campbell
will share with us their new ministry called
Push the Rock International in a 30 minute presentation.

MESSAGE…..…“You can now eat bacon! Everyone, REJOICE!”….……Pastor Sommer Bower
PRAYER
Holy God, we refer to scripture as your living word. The living word which has the
power to speak to us today and to show believers how to open our hearts and church
doors to all people. We have heard how Simon Peter was given a new message to
proclaim to the early church, a message that broke down barriers about who was in and
who was out. Help us to see past our differences, past the barriers that we have
created, and remind us to love others as you have loved us. Amen.
LAYING ON OF HANDS FOR BENJI AND ESTHER CAMPBELL
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
You bless us in so many ways and with so many gifts, Loving God. As we praise you,
may we offer our gifts so those who have so little may be fed, clothed, healed,
restored, and graced. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 466)……….……..“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”…....…………….…………...
This text comes from an eighteen-stanza hymn the author wrote to mark the
first anniversary of his life-changing conversion experience.
It is now customarily the first hymn in Methodist hymnals worldwide.
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE…………...………………...…………………..…...…...……..Camron Cummings, Organist

*HYMN (Blue 138) ………...……“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! ”...……………………..
Much of the imagery of this hymn comes from Revelation 4: 2-11, which its author,
an Anglican bishop, knew as a reading appointed for Trinity Sunday.
The tune, written specifically for this text, reinforces the Trinitarian
theme by strong dependence on the D-major triad.
RECOGNITION OF CHURCH SOFTBALL TEAM…………………..……………………….Nate Herron
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer Bower

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
*HYMN (Blue 142)……………..“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! ”….……………………...
This 18th-century text celebrating the sovereignty of Christ has been
through several expansions and contradictions before reaching its present form.
It is set here to the oldest American hymn tune in continuous use
since first published in 1793, which was written for it.
.

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul. Pour out upon us the
spirit of wisdom and understanding that, being taught by you in Holy Scripture, our
hearts and minds may be opened to know the things that pertain to life and
holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE

Acts 11: 1-18

11 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men
and eat with them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals,
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get
up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or
unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa
and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and
your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell
upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of
the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with
the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18 When they
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
*HYMN (Insert)………………….…..“Spirit of the Living God”……………………..……………………..
Both the words and the music of this prayer-song were written by
a Presbyterian minister from Tarboro, North Carolina.
The words were initially inspired by Jeremiah 18:1-6;
a friend helped him set them to music during an evangelistic meeting in
Orlando, Florida, where the song was first sung.

