
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest 
of Hope Food Pantry each month. Today, July 7th 
we will be collecting  bags of rice as our monthly 

donation.  You may drop off your donations in the 
office as well.  As we are fed each month by our 
Lord Jesus through Holy Communion, we do our 

best to help feed others in need. 

Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. on 
WISK radio 98.7 on your radio dial. Weekly sermons 

can also be downloaded from our web site. 

www.americuspresbyterian.org 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our 
Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                                 Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                                       Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Martha Ann Studstill 
Joy Thompson 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Betty Jean Holman (sister of Thomas Holman; 
friend of Kerstin) 

- Ann and BT Johnson (friend of Beth Williams) 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to 
add someone to our prayer list and/or request a 
PrayerGram.  

JUNE 
Elder of the Month 

FRED RICHMOND 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Tuesday, June 11th, 10:30am - Magnolia Manor 
Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
Tuesday, June 18th - Pastor Sommer will be at a 
Presbytery minister’s lunch in Thomasville at Rev. 
Don West’s house.  
Thursday, June 20th -Pastor Sommer at CSM 
June 23rd-29th - Camron Cummings at Montreat 
Sunday, June 30th - Music Supply will be  
Candice Franklin. Welcome, Candice! 
Thursday, July 4th - The Church office will be 
closed. Happy  4th of July! 
Sunday, July 7th = Communion by  trays 

 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

 

Sunday, June 23rd 
Ushers  
Bill Krenson 
Pat Hill 
Cathy Clark Reynolds 
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara/Ella Hawkins 
Sunday, June 30th 
Ushers - Volunteers 
needed 
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith 
Sunday, July 7th 
Ushers -Tom and Emily 
Collins 
Radio 
Cara/Ella Hawkins 
Bk - Ronnie Greer 

Sunday, July 14th 
Ushers -Russ Childers 
and Ronnie Greer 

Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
Sunday, July 21st 
Ushers -Schley  
Gatewood and  
Sharon Parks  
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara/Ella Hawkins 
Sunday, July 28th 
Ushers  -Bill Krenson, 
Pat Hill, and Cathy Clark 
Reynolds  
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

Draw near, you weary and downhearted, 
And rest in the presence of the Healer. 

Draw near, you persecuted and pursued, 
And breathe peacefully in the protection 

Of your Rock and Fortress. 
Draw near, you discouraged and despairing, 

And find comfort and nourishment for your spirit. 
Draw near and listen For the still, small voice of God. 



 

 

Sunday, June 23, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
Sunday Worship  

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

 
 
 

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist 

 
 
 

WELCOME  
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP       
When storms rise upon the earth and in our lives, 

Christ rides out the storm with us. 
When our world shakes and threatens destruction, 

God embraces us and keeps us steady. 
When fire burns and smoke chokes everything, 

The Holy Spirit breathes new life into us. 
In the struggles of the world, we feel the calming presence of God: 

Enter this space, where your soul may find quiet and rest. 
Enter this time to worship our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 

 

 

 

*HYMN (Blue 460)….………..……..“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”….……...…..….…...…….. 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
  Holy God, you see into our hearts.  

You see the true selves we try to hide from others, 
the sins we fear would destroy our images,  
the evils that lurk so deep within us we can scarcely name them,  
the unholy habits that have been with us so long  
that they no longer prick our consciences. 
  
But you also see in us Jesus Christ, 
the Holy One who took on our sin 
and covers us in his righteousness. 
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 *God’s presence which ultimately comes not in the wind, earthquake, or fire, but in 
the “sound of fine silence” (1 Kings 19:12), variously translated as “gentle  

whisper” (NIV), “sound of sheer silence” (NRSV), and “still small voice” (KJV). 

 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

MESSAGE…………….……...“The Thin Place of Sheer Silence ”……....Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER     
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
 bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
 power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”………........... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Be zealous in shouting your praises to the Lord. Remembering the strength of God’s 
love and the promise of Christ’s help, let us share who we are as the church in the 
world. With open arms, we praise God as we join with one another to express our 

faith through our gifts of love. Amen. 

 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 288) ………...……..“I Sing the Mighty Power of God ”…….…...……...…........... 
 
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION        
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE…………...……………………..……………..…..……....…..Camron Cummings, Organist 



 

 SCRIPTURE                       1 Kings 19:1-15a 

1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with 
the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to 
me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this time  
tomorrow." 3 Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to  
Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. 4 But he himself went a 
day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. 
He asked that he might die: "It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no 
better than my ancestors."  

 

5 Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched 
him and said to him, "Get up and eat." 6 He looked, and there at his head was a cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 7 The 
angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, "Get up and eat,  
otherwise the journey will be too much for you." 

 

8 He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days 
and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 9 At that place he came to a cave, and 
spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "What are you 
doing here, Elijah?" 10 He answered, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of 
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away." 11 He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the 
Lord is about to pass by." Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a 
sound of sheer silence.* 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 
said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 14 He answered, "I have been very zealous for 
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking my life, to take it away." 15 Then the Lord said to him, "Go, return on your way 
to the wilderness of Damascus..." 

  

     

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Through his unending mercy and grace,  

our heavenly Father offers his Son Jesus Christ 
in exchange for our brokenness. 

Jesus is the light that brings joy in the morning 
and leads us to eternity by grace through faith. 

He has destroyed the grip of darkness that crushes the spirit 
and allows me to announce to you the good news: 

your sins are forgiven in the name of the  
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 *RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                          Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                        Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
. 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 345)...................“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”...……....….……..……..             
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Holy One, prepare us to receive your word. As we listen in faith and hope, open our 

souls to your quenching waters. Free us from the confinement of our hearts,  
that we may hear the promise of your love. 

  


