
First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 

you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 
 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

 



 

 

Sunday, August 18, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
Sunday Worship  

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

. 
 
 

 

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist 

 
 

Jesus boldly proclaimed to the crowd, “I’ve come to start a fire on this earth—
how I wish it were blazing right now! I’ve come to change everything, turn  

everything rightside up—how I long for it to be finished!  
Do you think I came to smooth things over and make everything nice?  

Not so. I’ve come to disrupt and confront! “ 
 
 

WELCOME  
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Jesus does have a ministry of peace in Luke, 
but it is integrally wrapped up with his ministry of fire.  

The fire of God cuts to the root, clearing a way for true peace.  
Luke 12 helps us more clearly perceive “the things that make for peace” (Luke19:44). 
 Jesus’ words of peace come in the context of forgiveness, healing, and  
 resurrection. May we all be called to the fire and refined this morning in  
 worship  
 
 
 
 

 *HYMN (Blue 150)……….……...…..“Come, Christians Join to Sing”……………….…………………. 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
Being human, we never find it easy to ask for forgiveness. But as God's children, called 
to live in relationship with one another, we know we must speak of how we have hurt 

others, so we might be forgiven and restored to new life.  Please join me as we pray our 
prayer of confession to God, saying… 

Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. on 
WISK radio 98.7 on your radio dial. Weekly sermons 

can also be downloaded from our  
web site.- www.americuspresbyterian.org 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

Tuesday, August 13th, 10:30 am - Magnolia  
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer  

 

Thursday, August 15th -  Pastor Sommer   &  
Marcia Seymour, Church Office Manager will be  
attending online PR Training  in Macon at  
Northminster Presbyterian Church for continuing 
education & will be out of the office . 

 
 

Friday, August 23rd & Saturday, August 24th  - 
Worship for the Wee Kirk: Worship Planning with 
an Emphasis on Music offered by Tom and Doris 
Granum  

Friday, August 23 (4-7 pm) &  
Saturday, August 24 (10 am - 5 pm) 

Pastor Sommer, Camron Cummings, Sharon Parks 
and Donna Minich will be attending. Please contact 

the church office if  plan to attend and are  
interested in car pooling. 

 
Tuesday, August 27th, 6:30 pm - Session Meeting 
 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, 
Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                                 Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                                       Nancy Miller 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Jim and Nancy Herron  
Nate Herron; Mitch and Riley  

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson) diagnosed    
with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Ann and BT Johnson (friend of Beth Williams) 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like  
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request 
a PrayerGram.  

 

 

Sunday, August 11th 
Ushers -Russ Childers 
and Ronnie Greer 
 

Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 
 

Sunday, August 18th 
Ushers -Schley  
Gatewood and  
Sharon Parks  
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara/Ella Hawkins 

 

Sunday, August 25th 
Ushers  -Bill Krenson,  
Pat Hill, and Cathy Clark 
Reynolds  
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith 
 

AUGUST 
Elder of the Month 

RUSS CHILDERS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 What more can we say, Expectant God, that you don't know already? You 
 long for justice for all people, but it is washed away by the flood of violence 
 in our world. You hope that righteousness will walk with us, but you hear 
 the clear cries of those we mistreat.  You ask us to speak up for those in 
 need, but we shut our mouths and turn away. 
 Forgive us, Righteous God. Have mercy when we do not bear the fruit we 
 could. Even though we have not lived our faith to the fullest, may we  
 receive the promises of hope and grace you have given to us in Christ Jesus 
 our Lord. 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Listen! Can you hear them?  The saints of heaven - those who have gone  

on before us - are cheering us on as we run towards the finish line of our faith. 
Thanks be to God! The victory has already been won for us in Jesus Christ.   

We are forgiven. Amen.  
 
 
 
 

 *RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                          Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower & 
                        Lindsay Smith, GSW Pres House intern  
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 332).................................“Live Into Hope”…….…………....…………….……….. 

 

 

  



 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

 

SCRIPTURE                         Daniel 3: 16-18, 19-23, 26 
16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Nebuchadnezzar, “Your threat 
means nothing to us. If you throw us in the fire, the God we serve can rescue us from 
your roaring furnace and anything else you might cook up, O king. But even if he 
doesn’t, it wouldn’t make a bit of difference, O king. We still wouldn’t serve your gods 
or worship the gold statue you set up.” 19-23 Nebuchadnezzar, his face purple with  
anger, cut off Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace fired up  
seven times hotter than usual. He ordered some strong men from the army to tie them 
up, hands and feet, and throw them into the roaring furnace. 26 Nebuchadnezzar went 
to the door of the roaring furnace and called in, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,  
servants of the High God, come out here!” Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego walked 
out of the fire. 
                    Luke 12: 49-56 
                     

49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already  
kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is 
completed! 51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but  
division. 52 From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, 
three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and 
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,  
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
54 He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you 
say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. 55 And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s 
going to be hot,’ and it is. 56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 
the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
MESSAGE…………...…….....“How worried should we be?”………......Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER     
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 322)........................“Spirit of the Living God“………..…….……..........………… 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, Fall afresh on me. 

 
 

OFFERTORY 

 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”….…........... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION                         

 
 

 

*HYMN (Insert)....................................“Go to the World“…………………...……….......………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION        
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE…………...…………………..……………..………...…………..Camron Cummings, Organist 


