
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 10th at 10:30 a.m. Pas-
tor Sommer continues her monthly Bible 

Study at Magnolia Manor. Come join her on 
the Section 3 “Dogwood” sun porch.  

Everyone is welcome to attend! 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, Our 
Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                                 Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                                       Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

 

Bill and Meda Krenson 
Eddie Krenson 
Will Krenson 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson) diagnosed    
with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Ann and BT Johnson (friend of Beth Williams) 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like  
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a 
PrayerGram.  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Monday, September 2nd - Labor Day Holiday 

Tuesday, September 10th, 10:30 am - Magnolia 

Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 

Tuesday, September 24th , 6:30 pm - Session 

Meeting 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Elder of the Month 
DARRYL HAWKINS 

VOLUNTEERS 

Listen to us every 
Sunday morning at 
11:00 a.m. on 
WISK radio 98.7 on 

your radio dial. Weekly sermons can 
also be downloaded from our  
web site. www.americuspresbyterian.org 

Sunday, September 1st 
Ushers –Emily and Tom 
Collins 
 

Radio 
Cara/Ella Hawkins 

Bk - Ronnie Greer 
 

Sunday, September 8th 
Ushers -Russ Childers 
and Ronnie Greer 
 

Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 

Sunday, September 15th 
Ushers -Schley  
Gatewood and  
Sharon Parks  

Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara/Ella Hawkins 

 

Sunday, September 
22nd 
Ushers  -Bill Krenson,  
Pat Hill, and Cathy Clark 
Reynolds  
Radio 
Cara/Ella Hawkins 
Bk - Ronnie Greer 
 

Sunday, September 29th 
Ushers  -Volunteers 
Needed 
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Banquet Sunday 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 

please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you.  
We invite you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 

 
 Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. on WISK radio 98.7 on your radio dial.  

Weekly sermons can also be downloaded from our web site. 
First Presbyterian Church - 229-924-2162 

Email: office@americuspresbyterian.org, www.americuspresbyterian.org 



 

 

 

Sunday, September 1, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
Banquet Sunday   

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

 
 

PRELUDE………………………………………………………..…………………Camron Cummings, Organist 
 

Luke 14: 1,7, 10-14 (The Message) 
One time when Jesus went for a Sabbath meal with one of the top leaders of the  

Pharisees, all the guests had their eyes on him, watching his every move. 
Jesus went on to tell a story to the guests around the table. “When you’re invited to 
dinner, go and sit at the last place. Then when the host comes he may very well say, 

‘Friend, come up to the front.’ That will give the dinner guests something to talk 
about! What I’m saying is, If you walk around with your nose in the air, you’re going 

to end up flat on your face. But if you’re content to be simply yourself, you will  
become more than yourself. ”Then Jesus turned to the host. “The next time you put on 

a dinner, don’t just invite your friends and family and rich neighbors, the kind of  
people who will return the favor. Invite some people who never get invited out, the  

misfits from the wrong side of the tracks. You’ll be—and experience—a blessing. They 
won’t be able to return the favor, but the favor will be returned—oh, how it will be 

returned!—at the resurrection of God’s people.” 
 
 

WELCOME  
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                       
We gather to pray and to praise, to lift our hearts to God; 
We gather for rest, renewal, and reassurance for our daily lives. 
We gather with one another to share God’s love, to pray for each other,  
And to build up one another in Christ. 

We gather to worship, to be lifted up, and to be encouraged;  
True worship Is the giving of our lives to God. Let us come with joy to meet 

 our Lord, knowing we are forgiven, loved and free,  
And follow Jesus Christ, who laid down his life for us. 

 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 507) ……………..…......…..“I Come With Joy”.…………………...………….….……….. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mason Jars for Mission 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER 

Sunday, October 6th ~ World Communion Sunday 
 

Food for the hungry will be packed in boxes on Oct. 6 at 3pm at Covenant 
Presbyterian of Albany. One box of food now costs 33 cents. You are invit-
ed to put this jar at the center of your table and place 33 cents in it every 

time you eat. Return jars on Sunday, October 6th.   

 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 

these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” John 21:15 



 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
Despite all the ways we speak of sin – 

failures, mistakes, intended acts, 
Scripture tells us that we are stubborn-hearted, 

wanting only our way. But if we pause to listen to God, 
if we open our mouths (and our hearts) to confess our sin, 

God will fill our emptiness with forgiveness and hope. 
Let us pray together, as we say, 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We are always uncomfortable, Watching God, when you notice how we want 

 to sit in the seats of honor. We can be so proper, so good, that it is easy to 
 imagine we are superior to the poor. We are so busy completing our  

'To Do' list each day, that we forget  to do good when we have the chance. 

 

Forgive us, Welcoming God. Fill our emptiness with your grace and humility 
that we would spend our lives alongside Jesus, our Lord and Savior, throwing 

 a party for the poor, the damaged, the prisoner, the lost, the oppressed. 
  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 This is the good news: after what God has done for us, what can anyone or any thing 
do to us? We are new people, graced by our loving God. Forgiven, loved, and freed by 

our God, we will offer open hearts and serving hands  to everyone we meet.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                            Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                         Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 408)………..…...“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”………….....………….

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
Jesus, though you were of one age, 

you spoke to the ages. 
Jesus, though you lived long ago, 

you spoke words that continue to move, motivate, 
mature, and transfigure us. 

We thank you for your timeliness and timelessness. 
May we hear your word proclaimed this morning and 

May the church that bears your name 
continue to reach out with love and compassion 
toward all members of the human family. Amen. 

 
 
 

SCRIPTURE              Old Testament: Isaiah 61: 1-3 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to  
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to com-
fort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
 

New Testament: Luke 14: 1, 7-14  
One Sabbath day Jesus was invited to a great banquet, Hosted by a leader of the 
Pharisees, and the people were watching him closely.  
 
 

When Jesus noticed that all who had come to the dinner were trying to sit in the seats 
of honor near the head of the table, he gave them this advice:   
 
 

 When you are invited to a wedding feast, don’t sit in the seat of  
 honor. What if someone who is more distinguished than you has also been 
 invited? The host will come and say, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then you 
 will be  embarrassed, and you will have to take whatever seat is left at the 
 foot of the table! 

 
 

 Instead, take the lowest place at the foot of the table.  
 Then when your host sees you, he will come and say, ‘Friend, we have a 
 better place for you!’ Then you will be honored in front of all the other 
 guests. For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
 humble themselves will be exalted. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Then Jesus turned to his host. 

 

 When you put on a luncheon or a banquet don’t invite your friends, brothers,  
 relatives, and rich neighbors. For they will invite you back, and that will be 
 your only reward. Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 
 blind. Then at the resurrection of the righteous, God will reward you for  
 inviting those who could not repay you. 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

MESSAGE………………..…..”He is one of us! He is one of us?”………...Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

 

HYMN (Insert)……………….….”Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table!”……………….….........……. 
*You are invited to remain seated as we sing this hymn* 

Verse 1 & 2 ~ Music leaders 
Verse 3 & 4 ~ Congregation 

 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                                                          Served with trays 

 

*HYMN (Blue 517)………………….…...“We Come As Guests Invited”…………..……...………..…….
                                     
*BENEDICTION        

Salt of the Earth 
The Spirit of God is upon you and has anointed you. 

You are the salt of the earth and you bring light to the world. 
 You are not too young or too old, you are not too rich or too needy 

to bring good news to the impoverished, to give a hand to the broken-hearted, 
and to live out freedom and pardon through the gifts you have been given. 

 So remember to pack peace in your toolbox, hope in your briefcase, 
love in your lunch box, and may integrity, honesty, and joy be your designer wear of 

choice. Do not be frightened, for you are never alone. 
The God in whose image you are made will walk with you and  

guide you today, tomorrow, and every day. 
                                                                                      
-Copyright © Connie Epp. Used by permission.  Free to use in public worship, with acknowledgement. 
 
 
 
 

 *POSTLUDE…………...……………………………....…..…………...……...Camron Cummings, Organist 


