
Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. on 
WISK radio 98.7 on your radio dial. Weekly sermons 

can also be downloaded from our  
web site.- www.americuspresbyterian.org 

VOLUNTEERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

Thursday, September 5th - Pastor Sommer  
volunteering at CSM (Community Service Ministry) 
Sunday, September 8th & 15th - Choir rehearsal 
after church to prepare for World Communion  
Sunday 
Tuesday, September 10th, 10:30 am - Magnolia 
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
Sat, September 21st - Pastors Sommer & Josh  
Bower teaching a Presbytery TRE class from 10am-
4pm  
Tuesday, September 24th, 6:30 pm - Session 
Meeting  
Thursday, Sept.26th - Pastor Sommer moderating 
CPM meeting 10am Presbytery Office   
Sunday , September 29th  - Volunteer Sunday  
Sunday, October 6th -  World Communion  
Sunday. Rise Against Hunger, 3:00pm at  
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Albany. 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, 
Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                                 Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                                       Nancy Miller 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Jim and Marilyn Marble  
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson) diagnosed    
with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Ann and BT Johnson (friend of Beth Williams) 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
 
 

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like  
to add someone to our prayer list and/or request 
a PrayerGram.  

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
Elder of the Month 

DARRYL HAWKINS 

Sunday, September 1st 
Ushers –Emily and Tom 
Collins 
 

Radio 
Cara/Ella Hawkins 

Bk - Ronnie Greer 
 

Sunday, September 8th 
Ushers -Russ Childers and 
Ronnie Greer 
 

Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 

Sunday, September 15th 
Ushers -Schley  
Gatewood and  
Sharon Parks  

Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara/Ella Hawkins 

 

Sunday, September 22nd 
Ushers  -Bill Krenson,  
Pat Hill, and Cathy Clark 
Reynolds  
Radio 
Cara/Ella Hawkins 
Bk - Ronnie Greer 
 

Sunday, September 29th 
Ushers  -Volunteers 
Needed 
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 

you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 



 

  

Sunday, September 15, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
Sunday Worship  

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

. 
 
 
 

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist 

 

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2 This 
made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating 

with such sinful people—even eating with them! 3 So Jesus told them this  
story: 8 “Suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp 
and sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she 

finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I 
have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s  

angels when even one sinner repents.” 
Luke 15: 1-3, 8-10 

WELCOME  
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
God of abundant grace, 
may your Holy Spirit be with us now as we worship you this day. 

The foolish say, 'there is no God.' We come, trusting in Jesus,  
the face, the voice, the presence of the God who loves us. 

The scoffers of our age ask, 'why do you seek after God?' 
We come, in this time, because God's grace has spilled over in our lives. 

The hopeless around us think, 'no one cares about me.' 
We come, in this time, to this place, because Jesus has found us and  
brought us home. That is why we are spending our time together in 
worship. We belong to God.  

 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 262)…...…….“God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand”……………...…………… 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Poem: inspired by Luke 15: 1-10 
“The Lost” 

 
Praise God for the Lord who loves 
Praise God for the Lord who cares 
In the midst of my weakness 
When I am lost 
Unable to find 
Even myself 
There is One who seeks 
One who finds 
            Me 
The lost 
And rejoices in the correction of our folly 
Rejoices with the angels 
Rejoices with song 
Rejoices for us 
            And with us 
Often before we are aware 
We were lost 
“Isn’t it strange how things happen?” 
“It was just one of those days” 
“I’ve decided to make a change” 
            These are the words we use 
Rejoice and be glad, 
For that which was lost has been found 

 
        ~ "The Lost" posted on Pastor Dan’s Grace Notes. http://coslcgrace.blogspot.ca/ 

http://coslcgrace.blogspot.ca/


*HYMN (Blue 280)................“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”……..................... 
 

 

BENEDICTION        
 
 

 
 
 

POSTLUDE…………...…………………..……….……..……...……….....Camron Cummings, Organist 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF BLESSING UPON YOU AS YOU DEPART 
Our God is the one who would leave ninety-nine others to find you. Our God is the 
one who would search everywhere for you and then rejoice when you are found. Our 
God is the one who, despite everything you have done, all that you have squandered 

away, all that you have forgotten and lost, all that you have destroyed—is right 
there, still with you, and is loving you into repentance and transformation. Know 

that God is with you, loving you in only the way God can, and you are forgiven and 
restored. God has changed you permanently because of God’s love.  

You are not the same—you are forever loved by God.  
Go share the good news and rejoice that you are found. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Choir Practice  on   

Sunday, September 8th  
and  

Sunday, September 15th  
immediately after 11 a.m. worship 

 to rehearse a new CHORAL ANTHEM which we will sing on  

World Communion Sunday, October 6th! 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
O Most Patient God, 
we recognize how much we need you for life itself. 

But how often have we become the ones simply following the crowd,  
instead of leading the way? 
Sometimes it seems easier to ignore those around us who are spiritually  
lost because they have said, done and acted in ways we do not approve of.  

Like the prophet Jonah who didn’t want mercy to be shown to Ninevah,  
we want our enemies to receive judgment by our God, not mercy.  

Forgive us for the times when we have lost our way. 
We want to be among those whom you seek. 
Find us, and lead us safely home to faithfulness. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

My friends, when we are lost, all is not lost. 
God is seeking us, ready to turn our lives around. 

Thank you, God, for never losing hope in us. 
When we are lost, you are there on the look-out for us, 

bringing us back to you like the good shepherd that you are. 
Thanks be to God, our Great Shepherd. 

 
 
 
 
 

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                          Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                        Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 559).............................“We Gather Together”…….……...………...........…….. 

  



 

 
.PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

May the words that are spoken, and the reflections of our hearts, be worthy of your 
grace, O God, to whom all honor and glory is given now and forever more. Amen. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE             Old Testament: Jonah 3: 10; 4: 1-4 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it.  
1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to 
the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God 
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from 
punishing. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die 
than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?”  
                              

                                     New Testament: Luke 15: 1-10 
 

1 Now all the tax collectors and notorious sinners were coming near to listen to 
him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow  
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of 
you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the  
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he 
lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 
was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who  
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 “Or what 
woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls  
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin 
that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 

MESSAGE………..…“Notorious Sinners: Let the Search Begin!”.….….Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  

 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
HYMN (Blue 370).................“Just as I Am, without One Plea”…………….................………… 

(please remain seated)  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                 Apostles’ Creed  
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth  and in Jesus 
 Christ  his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
 the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and  
 buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
 ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father  
 Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I  
 believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life ever lasting. 
 Amen  
 

 

OFFERTORY 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)……....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”….….............. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                         
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for these gifts and ask that they be used to help 

the needy in our community and throughout the world. We pray especially  
for those who receive assistance in Americus at Harvest for Hope,  

Community Services Ministry, the Transient Fund and the Sumter Faith Clinic.  
 As we offer you these gifts, we offer ourselves as well, that together  

we might transform the world with your grace and love. Amen. 
 
 
 


