
Listen to us every Sunday morning at 
11:00 a.m. on WISK radio 98.7 on your 
radio dial. Weekly sermons can also be  

downloaded from our web site.- 

www.americuspresbyterian.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, 
Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                                Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                                       Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Sharon and John Parks 
Malcolm and Anne Perry  

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (friends of the 

McFarland’s) as they deal with  Steve’s major 
health issues 

- Gene Hartsfield (friend of Pat Hill) is very ill 
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson) diagnosed    

with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Ann and BT Johnson (friend of Beth Williams) 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like 
to add someone to our prayer list and/or  
request a PrayerGram.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Sunday, October 6th -  World Communion Sunday  

Rise Against Hunger, 3:00pm at Covenant 
 Presbyterian Church in Albany. We will leave the 

church at 1:45pm to carpool to Albany.  
Tuesday, October  8th, 10:30 am - Magnolia Manor 
Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
Saturday, October 12th - The GSW Zeta Sorority will 
be using the church fellowship hall.  
Sunday, October 13th - Informational Meeting in 
the fellowship hall & Camron Cummings on vacation  
Sunday, October 20th - Congregational Meeting to 
vote on putting up a  “for sale” sign of the Lake 
Blackshear land co-owned with GSW  
Thursday, October 24th—Kiwanis Pet Parade  
Saturday, October 26th - Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast. 
Saturday, October 26th  - Pastor Sommer & Elder 
Emily Collins will be attending a Presbytery Meeting 
at Carver Heights Presbyterian Church, Columbus GA 
October, 16th-November 1st - Marcia Seymour, 
Church Office Manager will be on vacation. She will 
return to work on Tuesday, November 5th. 
Saturday, November 2nd -  "Empty Bowls" Lunch by 
the Sumter Arts Council. Mission event to raise 
funds for Harvest of Hope.  

Sunday, October 6th 
Ushers –Emily and Tom 
Collins 
 

Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 

 
 

Sunday, October 13th  
Ushers -Russ Childers and 
Ronnie Greer 

  Radio 
  Jim Griffith 
  Bk - Cara Hawkins 
    

Sunday, October 20th 
  Ushers -Schley  
  Gatewood and  
  Sharon Parks  
  Radio 
  Sharon McFarland 
  Bk - Jim Griffith 
 

  Sunday, October  27th 
  Ushers  -Bill Krenson,  
  Pat Hill &Cathy Reynolds  
  Radio 
  Cara Hawkins 
  Bk - Ronnie Greer 

OCTOBER 

Elder of the Month - SHARON PARKS First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 

you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 



 

 

Sunday, October 6, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
World Communion Sunday   

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
  

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist 

 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  

John 21:15 
WELCOME  
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                 (based on Psalm 23, Ezekiel 34:11-24, John 10, Revelation 22:17) 
I am the Good Shepherd and I know my sheep.  
My sheep recognize and listen to my voice. I know them and they follow Me.  
I give them eternal life and they shall never perish.  

Lord, You are my Shepherd. I shall not want. 
In the dark and cloudy day that you were scattered, God proclaimed,  
I sought you out to deliver you from places of chaos, devastation, panic, and fear.  

Lord, You are my Shepherd. I shall not want.  
You Lord are my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?:  
You are the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid? 

I am the Good Shepherd.  
You shall not hunger or thirst, neither shall the heat nor the sun strike you down.  
For in mercy I will lead you and by springs of water I will guide you. 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures. He leads me by still waters. 
I am the Lamb in the midst of the throne.  
I will tend you, shepherd you, lead you to living fountains of water.  
And God, your Creator shall wipe away all tears from your eyes. 

Lord, You are my Shepherd. I shall not want.  
There is a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, Proceeding out of the throne of 
God. And I say come. You who are thirsting….. come!  

And the bride says “Come!” Let each of us who hears say “Come!”  
Let us each who thirsts come to the river. Let us take the water of life  
freely and deeply into the areas of our needs.  

 — from Jeanie Rose’s “Pray the Scriptures” website. 
 
 

 

 

Tuesday, October 8th at 10:30 a.m.  
Pastor Sommer continues her monthly  

Bible study at Magnolia Manor.  
Come join her on the Section 3 

“Dogwood” sun porch at 10:30 a.m.  
Everyone is welcome to attend! 

 

First Presbyterian financially supports 
the Harvest of Hope Food Pantry each 

month.  The month of October  
we will be collecting pasta as our 

monthly donation.  You may drop off 
your donations in the office as well.   

OCT.13TH INFORMATIONAL MEETING -   
Sunday, October 13th in the fellowship hall following Worship 

OCT.20TH CONGREGATIONAL MEETING -   
Sunday, October 20th immediately after worship 

 

 On Sunday, October 13th we will be having an informational meeting to discuss 
our Lake Blackshear land. On Sunday, October 20th we will be having a  

congregational meeting to vote on if we do, or do not, want to put up a “for 
sale” sign on the land. If the congregation votes “yes,” a separate congregational 

meeting would be held if an offer on the land was received.  
~LAND HISTORY:  In 1991 Charles H. Wheatley, a member of our  

congregation and a GSW Foundation member, made both our church and the 
Georgia Southwestern State University Foundation a beneficiary of his estate with 
a gift of land at Lake Blackshear. The GSW Foundation holds 55% interest in the 
land and First Presbyterian of Americus owns 45% interest in the Lake Blackshear 
land. The property is located in Lee County on Lake Blackshear. Session was very 
recently contacted by the GSW Foundation because they would like to begin  
conversations about selling the land and putting up a “for sale” sign to “test the 
waters.”  All selling or purchasing of church property is an act of the congregation 
and will involve a congregational meeting and vote (G-1.0503), as well as a Pres-
bytery vote (G-3.0303f/G-4.0206). NO DECISIONS have been made regarding the 
land at Lake Blackshear. Please join us for an informational meeting on October 
13th and for the October 20th Congregational meeting vote. Representatives 
from the GSW Foundation will be in attendance to answer questions.  
(Citations come from the 2015-2017 Presbyterian Book of Order) 



“This I Believe” 
 

 I believe I need a shepherd. 
Because I am sometimes timid and other times overconfident, 

because I often don't know the best path yet pretend I do, 
because I rush into dead ends or lead others into hazardous places, 

because my brightest ideas are seamed with darkness, 
because the things I crave may not be what is good for me, 

 

 

I need a shepherd. 
 I believe in Jesus, the best possible shepherd; 
his wisdom leads me to the best opportunities, 

his word comforts me when I'm anxious or afraid, 
his arm steadies me when I feel weary and heavy-laden, 

his wounded body displays the cost of my rescue,. 
I believe in Jesus, the best possible shepherd. 

I believe that I do not find him but he finds me, 
that I am under his care by virtue of sheer grace, 

the love he gives me is to be shared with others, 
that he treasures my name and prepares a place for me, 

that his fold transfixes earth and heaven. 
I trust Jesus, the good shepherd. Amen. 

 

 — Copyright © 2002 Bruce D. Prewer. 
 

  

*HYMN (Blue 387)…………..…..“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”….…..………………...…….. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                        Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM                                “Feed My Lambs”                              by Natalie Sleeth 
        

Feed My lambs, Tend My sheep, overall a vigil keep; 
In My Name lead them forth gently as a shepherd, 

When they wander, when they stray, their protector be. 
As ye do unto My flock, thus ye do to Me. 

Feed My lambs, Tend My sheep, overall a vigil keep; 
In My Name lead them forth gently as a shepherd. 
Unto all who lose the way, Hope and comfort be. 

As ye do unto My flock, Thus ye do to Me. 
Feed My lambs, Tend My sheep, overall a vigil keep; 

In My Name lead them forth 
gently, gently as a loving shepherd of the Lord. 

 

Copyright by Carl Fischer, Inc., New York 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
. 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 220).......................“All People That on Earth Do Dwell”…………………..…….    
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        
Shepherd of our lives, Guide us to the still waters as we prepare to hear your Holy 
Word. Lead us on the right paths. Walk beside us when we go through our darkest 

valleys. Help us to know Your Comforting Presence is always with us. We know that in 
You there is nothing to be afraid of, so help us to stand for love, peace and justice. We 

know that You prepare the table before us, that You care for us, that we are Your 
sheep forever. Help us in this world to do justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly 

with You; and wherever we may go, may we follow Your path.  
In the name of Christ, the Good Shepherd, we pray. Amen. 

  



 

 
SCRIPTURE                            Exodus 2: 11-12, 15, 23, 3: 1-2 
 
11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and saw their 
forced labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsfolk. 12 He looked 
this way and that, and seeing no one he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 
15 When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh. 
He settled in the land of Midian, 23 After a long time the king of Egypt died. The  
Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out. Out of the slavery their cry for 
help rose up to God. 3:1 Moses was shepherding the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out 
of a bush. 

 1 Samuel 17: 34-35a, 36, 40 

34 But David said to King Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and 
whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it and 
struck it down. 36 Your servant has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised 
Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.” 
40 Then David took his [shepherd] staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones 
from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his 
hand, and he drew near to the Philistine [Goliath]. 

John 21: 15-19 

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 
do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon 
son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you 
love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, 
you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow 
old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you 
and take you where you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of 
death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

World  

Communion 

Sunday  

*TODAY ~ World Communion  

and Mason Jars for Mission SUNDAY 

On World Communion Sunday, October 6th, we will be collecting in  
11:00 a.m. worship our “Mason Jars for Mission.” One bag of food created by 

“Rise Against Hunger” costs 33 cents. You are invited to put this  
“Mason Jar for Mission” at the center of your table at home and place 33 cents in it 
every time you eat.  During 11:00 a.m. worship on Sunday, October 6th you will be  

invited to place the mason jar beside the communion table. As we are fed each month 
by our Lord Jesus through Holy Communion, we do our best to help feed others in 

need. All the money collected in the Mason Jars for Mission  
will go towards “Rise Against Hunger”. 

 

 

 

*12:30 p.m. Lunch and Carpool on Sunday, October 6th 

We will meet as a group for lunch at the 1800 Mexican Restaurant in Americus  
between 12:15 - 12:30 p.m. for a “dutch” lunch following  today’s  worship. After lunch 

you are invited to caravan to Covenant Presbyterian of Albany for a day of mission.  

  

*3:00 p.m. Rise Against Hunger @  

Covenant Presbyterian of Albany  

Over 20,000 meals will be bagged and boxed at Covenant Presbyterian of Albany at 
3:00 p.m. on Oct. 6th, but we NEED YOUR HELP! A large amount of volunteers are 
needed to make this happen! Please consider participating in our Presbytery wide 

“Rise Against Hunger” Mission opportunity on Sunday, October 6th. 

 

Rise Against Hunger 

Covenant Presbyterian of Albany (2126 East Edgewater Drive, Albany, GA) 

on Sunday, October 6, 2019 from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 



 

 

 
*HYMN (Blue 172)..................“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need“………….….....………… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*BENEDICTION        
 

May the God of peace— 
who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood— 

may he equip you with all you need 
for doing his will. 

May he produce in you, 
through the power of Jesus Christ, 

every good thing that is pleasing to him. 
All glory to him forever and ever! Amen. 

 (based on Hebrews 13:20-21, New Living Translation) 

  
 

POSTLUDE…………...…………………..……………..…..…...……...…..Camron Cummings, Organist 
 

 
 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 
Isaiah 40:11  

 

 
MESSAGE………...…...“The Shepherds and All of their Hidden Strengths”…….…….……….... 

Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

HYMN (Blue 171, verse 1 & 4)…...…..“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”…………….….... 
You may remain seated 

 

The King of love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever. 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 

 
OFFERTORY 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”…..…........... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                         

The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The Good Shepherd knows the 
sheep, and the Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep so that the sheep may 

live. We are part of the flock, we are part of Christ’s body. So we ask you,  
God, Guide us back to Your path, to loving You and loving our neighbors. Help us to 

 unclench our fists and lend out our hands in hope and healing, forgiveness and love. 
In the name of Christ our Shepherd we pray. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE   
Come, all baptized believers in Christ.  
 All: Come, for this is a table where all are invited and all are welcome.  
 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER   
We are celebrating communion today by intinction.  

You are invited to come forward down the center aisle, to take a 
piece of bread and dip it in the juice. You may then prayerfully return to your  

seat by the window aisle. If you are unable to come forward, the elders will come to 
you in the pew.            


