
 
 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus Ministry, 
Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                             Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                                       Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Russ and Jo Childers 
Lisa and Rod Collins 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Cousin of Earl Williams, Joel “Billy” William 
Horne passed away at age 92 
- Bonnie Morgan (friend of Cathy Clark  
   Reynolds)  diagnosed with breast cancer 
- Meredith Banks Owen (friend of Camron  
  Cummings) 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon Melanie's  
in-laws - Steve has ALS  
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)  
   diagnosed  with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like 
to add someone to our prayer list and/or  

 
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest 
of Hope Food Pantry  each month.  The month of 
November we will be collecting mac-n-cheese as 

our monthly donation.  You may drop off your  
donations in the office as well.  As we are fed by 
our Lord Jesus through Holy Communion, we do 

our best to help feed others in need. 

HARVEST OF HOPE 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Sunday, November 10th —Worship Committee 
Meeting after worship 
Tuesday, November 12th, 10:30 am - Magnolia  
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
Tuesday, November 12th, 7 pm - Community 
Thanksgiving  Service at  Maranatha Baptist Church  
148 Georgia 45 North Plains, Georgia 31780 
Friday, November 15th, 11 am  - Small wedding in 
our sanctuary 
Sunday, November 17th  - Stewardship Sunday!!! 
and Covered dish meal after worship  
Thursday, November 21st– Pastor Sommer at CSM 
Saturday, November 23rd , 2 pm-4 pm- Richard Hart 
retirement Valdosta State University, student union, 
ballroom B&C, 1500 North Patterson St, Valdosta GA 
Sunday, November 24th  - Michael Gable is being 
ordained in our Presbytery at his home church, St. 
Andrews Presbyterian in Macon, Georgia, Pastor 
Sommer participating at 4:00 pm. 
Sunday, November 24th  - Advent Decorations 
 

Wednesday-Friday, November  27-29  - Church 
Office Closed for Thanksgiving  
Thursday, November 28th —Thanksgiving Day  

NOVEMBER 

Elder of the Month - KATIE MINICH 

Sunday, November 3rd 
Ushers –Emily and Tom 
Collins 
 

Radio 
 Ronnie Greer 
 Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 
 

 Sunday, November 10th  
 Ushers -Russ Childers  
and Ronnie Greer 

 Radio 
 Jim Griffith 
 Bk - Cara Hawkins 
  
 

 Sunday, November 17th 
 Ushers -Schley  
 Gatewood and  
 Sharon Parks  
 Radio 
 Sharon McFarland 
 BK- Jim Griffith 
 

  Sunday, November 24th 
  Ushes  -Bill Krenson,  
  Pat Hill, and Cathy Clark               
Reynolds  

  Radio 
  Cara Hawkins 
  Bk - Ronnie Greer 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

Today is Stewardship Sunday 
We will be collecting pledge cards in worship and praising God for the 

steadfastness and joy that comes in continually serving our Savior.  



 

 Sunday, November 17, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
Sunday Worship  

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

. 
 

PRELUDE………………………...……….…………………………......………Camron Cummings, Organist  
Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot - yes, a new Branch bearing 
fruit from the old root. And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on him - the Spirit of  

wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

Isaiah 11: 1-2 
WELCOME  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                (inspired by Isaiah 5 & Psalm 80)

Most Gracious God 
We greet you once again in this sacred space. 
We have come because we need to be reminded of your love  
and your expectations for our living. 

We are like the vine you planted, watered and protected. 
We know in our hearts that we need, want and desire your presence in our lives. 

So we come in prayer and listen for your Word to speak  
and reveal again your desires for us. Amen. 

 

*HYMN (Blue 263)……...……....“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” …….……………...…….. 
The opening line of this hymn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in  

1 Timothy 1:17, and it continues by considering how God’s life exceeds our own infinite existence. The 
text is well set to a Welsh melody shaped by many three-note unites. 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAMILY OF GOD 
The church is often described as the family of God and that is an excellent 
comparison. Families love each other, but often fight. Families have favorite 
old recipes and favorite stories from the past. Those stories are filled with 
laughter and tears and mishaps. At the core is a large amount of love. Yes,  
describing the church as the family of God is an excellent comparison. After 
all, at the core of our faith is a God who shouts to the rooftops, “I am your 
creator and I love you. And there is nothing you can do to change that.”  
Thank you, God, for the family of God. Amen.  

  

 

 

If you are interested in carpooling, we will meet at the church on  
Saturday, November 23rd at 12:00pm noon to share the ride to Valdosta. 



 

 

 
Join us today following worship 

for a covered dish lunch of  family favorites! 

Come join us after worship to decorate our church for Advent!  
Next Sunday, November 24th  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                        Pastor Sommer Bower   

 
 
 

*HYMN (Insert).............................“Great God of Every Blessing”...…….…………………….… 
Written for the 500thanniversary of John Calvin’s birth, this text sums up his liturgical theology,  

ending each stanza with his motto: “Cor meum tibi offero, Domine,  
prompte et sincere.” By moving from plural to singular the stanzas show how  

corporate faith becomes personal piety. 
 

  



 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 

.PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
 

SCRIPTURE                        Isaiah 5: 1-7 
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.3 And now, inhabitants of  
Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.4 What more was 
there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield 
grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my  
vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its 
wall, and it shall be trampled down.6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or 
hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the 
clouds that they rain no rain upon it.7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected  
justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 

           Isaiah 11: 1-5  
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and  
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his 
eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 
                      

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE…………......………..……..“Telling the Family Story”………………………….…….…………... 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*BENEDICTION        
 
 
*HYMN (Blue 369)……………...“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” …….……………...…….. 

(verse 1) 
This African-American spiritual uses simple sentences to reflect deep meaning. For 
people who are bound in slavery to sing about dedicating themselves to God’s use 
shows a profound awareness of God-given self-worth despite circumstances that 

would deny their human or spiritual value. 
 
*POSTLUDE…………...………………..……….……..………..………....Camron Cummings, Organist 



 

 

 

 *HYMN (Insert)...........................“I Love to Tell the Story ”………………….......................... 
This text is drawn from the second part of a fifty-stanza poem on the life of Christ 

written in 1866, during the author’s recovery from a serious illness. The tune named 
for her first appeared three years later, and the composer was  

responsible for the refrain. 
OFFERTORY 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”….…............. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF STEWARDSHIP             (inspired by Isaiah 5:1-7) 
Let us pray to the Lord to keep surrounding us with care, till we bear rich fruit.  
   Lord God,  you ask of us today: 
  “My people, answer me: 
   What more could I have done for you?” 
  Teach and help us to respond with our whole being 

to your daily forgiveness and patience, to the riches of life brought us  
by Jesus, to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may be a people that bears lasting fruits. 
May we bring to all a justice animated by love, 
may we learn to share as you do with us. 
Show us your mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 You are invited to walk forward and 
 place your pledge card on the communion table. 

 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, to carry your cross and to 
 share all your burdens and tears. For you saved me by giving your body and 
 blood. As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.  

 
 

*HYMN (Blue 391).................“Take My Life and Let it Be Consecrated”…………...……..... 
 (verse 1-3)  

This hymn of consecration radiates from the repeated word “take,” resulting in a  
remarkably full survey of a person’s attributes and possessions and giving weight to 

the “all” at the end. The composer of the tune was influential in the renewal of  
Reformed hymnody in French. 

 


