
 VOLUNTEERS 

 
 
 

Tuesday, December 3rd , at 5:00 pm and  
6:30 pm - Handbells practice and Session 
Meeting 
 
 

Tuesday, December 10th - 
10:30 am - Bible Study with Pastor Sommer at 
Magnolia Manor 
Noon - SAMA Meeting 
 

Sunday, December 22nd   
~LESSONS & CAROLS ~  
~HANDBELLS CHOIR~ 

~COOKIES & COCOA AT NOON~ 
 

Tuesday, December 24th   
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday,  
December 1st  
Ushers  
Tom & Emily  
Collins 
Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 

Sunday,  
December 8th 
Ushers  
 
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara Hawkins 
 

Sunday,  
December 15th 
Ushers 
Schley Gatewood 

Sharon Parks 
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith 
 

Sunday, 
December 22rd 
Ushers  
Bill Krenson 
Pat Hill 
Cathy Clark  
Reynolds 
Radio 
Cara Hawkins 
Bk - Ronnie Greer 
Sunday, 
December 29th 
(Volunteers needed) 

DECEMBER 
ELDER OF THE MONTH  

DARRYL HAWKINS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our 
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                     Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                               Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Schley and Karen Gatewood  
Rev. Bill Gettys                         

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Bonnie Morgan (friend of Cathy Clark  
   Reynolds)  diagnosed with breast cancer 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's  
in-laws) - Steve has ALS  
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)  
   diagnosed  with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' 

niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or  
request a PrayerGram.  

Harvest of Hope 
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of 

Hope Food Pantry each month.  The month of  
December we will be collecting Jell-O mix . 

You may drop off your  donations in the office  
as well.  As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through  

Holy Communion, we do our best to  
help feed others in need. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 
A community of faith, responding to God’s call 

Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 

you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 

  F
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Sunday, December 1, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
First Sunday of Advent 

Communion Sunday 
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 

The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 
 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist 

Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot – yes, a new Branch bearing 
fruit from the old root. And the Spirit of the Lord will rest on him- the Spirit of  

wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord…In that day the heir to David’s throne will be a banner of 
salvation to all the world. The nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives 

will be a glorious place. 
Isaiah 11: 1-2, 10 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
In the midst of frenzied shopping and end-of-year weariness, 
we spread out a purple cloth on the communion table, read again the ancient stories, 
and light a candle in the darkness, to celebrate a visitation. 

Gathered here we declare our intention to live 
as if the greatest gift in the world 
were about to be placed into our hands  
and as if the Giver has understood 
our deepest needs, our most heartfelt prayers. 

Like Mary, may we be surprised by our calling; 
like Simeon and Anna, may the years increase our faith; 
like sleepy shift workers on a hillside, may our eyes be opened; 
like Joseph may we listen to our dreams; 
for this season requires our creative imagination. 

With God, everything is always more than it seems.  
During this first Sunday of Advent, may we be filled with hope  
for God’s presence in our lives.  

 
 

*HYMN (Blue 2)……………..………“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”..…...……..…...…………...

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us 
Christmas Eve  

for a  
Candlelight Service 

 

December 24, 2019, 5:00 p.m. 

Upcoming Events and Information... 
Tuesday, December 3rd   

5:00 p.m. and  6:30 p.m. 
Handbells Practice  
Session Meeting  

Tuesday, December 10th, 10:30 a.m. 
Magnolia Manor Bible Study  

with Pastor Sommer   
Sunday, December 22nd   

~Lessons & Carols ~  
~Handbells choir~ 

~Cookies & Cocoa at noon~ 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have faith; 
whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 
hope-filled or hope-less: 
what matters to God is simply that you are here. 
 

We are entering the time of Advent, 
in preparation for Christmas. 
Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 
in the most ordinary parts of our world and our lives 
that we need prepare for it. 
 

We need to make the space in our lives 
where love might be born. 
 

Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. 
Together, let us practice being ready 
in the faith that Christ will come. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
People of God, hear the good news! Out of the darkness, God created light! Live in 

Hope! We are a forgiven people, living in the light. Thanks be to God. 
 

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                            Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH…………………HOPE…………………………..With Children   
Prepare the way of the lord. 

We light this candle in hope, 
The hope of our coming, Savior, Jesus. 

Prepare, then, the way of the Lord. 
 

 

HYMN (Blue 9, verse 1) …………...…“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”...………....…..…..………. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel; 

And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 
 



 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SCRIPTURE         Genesis 1: 1-5, 26-27 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and 
empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the surface of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And 
God saw that the light was good. Then he separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light “day” and the darkness “night”…God said, “Let us make human beings 
in our image, to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, 
the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along 
the ground.” So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.  

                    Genesis 21: 1-7 

The Lord kept his word and did for Sarah exactly what he had promised. She became 
pregnant, and she gave birth to a son for Abraham in his old age. This happened at just 
the time God had said it would. And Abraham named their son Isaac. Eight days after 
Isaac was born, Abraham circumcised him as God had commanded. Abraham was 100 
years old when Isaac was born. And Sarah declared, “God has brought me laughter. All 
who hear about this will laugh with me. Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah 
would nurse a baby? Yet I have given Abraham a son in his old age!”  

 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

 

 
*HYMN (Blue 9) ……...…......…….…“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”...………...……….……..….. 
 
MESSAGE ………...............“Everything is Always More than it Seems”............................. 

Pastor Sommer Bower 
 

OFFERTORY 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........….... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Hope reigns because with the power of God everything is always more than it seems. 

God has never given up on our world. Thank you for not giving up on your vision of 
peace. Thank you for the opportunity to gather each week in your house, that we 

might encourage one another to stay on your path. And thank you for the opportunity 
to give these gifts for your ministry, that together we might help the world be ready 

to receive the Prince of Peace, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE   
Come, all baptized believers in Christ.  
 All: Come, for this is a table where all are invited and all are welcome.  
 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

We will be celebrating communion today by intinction. After the Great Prayer of 
Thanksgiving, you are invited to come down the center aisle to dip a piece of bread in 

the juice, and to return to your seat by the window aisle. 
 

 

*HYMN (Blue 37) ………...……...…..“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”……..……....….…………...……. 
 

 

*BENEDICTION        
 
 
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………...………………………………….…...…...……..Camron Cummings, Organist 

 


