
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our 
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                     Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                               Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Jim and Nancy Herron  
Nate Herron; Mitch and Riley  

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Jim Herron (kidney stones) 
- Martha Ann Studstill (heart concerns) 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's  
in-laws) - Steve has ALS  
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)  
   diagnosed  with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' 

niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or  
request a PrayerGram.  

Harvest of Hope 
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of 

Hope Food Pantry each month.  The month of  
December we will be collecting Jell-O mix . 

You may drop off your  donations in the office  
as well.  As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through  

Holy Communion, we do our best to  
help feed others in need. 

DECEMBER 
ELDER OF THE MONTH  

DARRYL HAWKINS 
 
 

Tuesday, December 3rd , at 5:00 pm and  
6:30 pm - Handbells practice and Session 
Meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 10th - 
10:30 am - Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
at Magnolia Manor 
Noon - SAMA Meeting 
Monday, December 16th , 6:00pm —Anglo's 
Tamalada  / Rolling Tamales event  

Sunday, December 22nd   
~LESSONS & CAROLS ~  
~HANDBELLS CHOIR~ 

~COOKIES & COCOA AT NOON~ 
Tuesday, December 24th   
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  at  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 29th -  Tom McFarland  
Pulpit Supply for Pastor Sommer 

VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday,  
December 15th 
Ushers 
Schley Gatewood 
Sharon Parks 
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith 
Sunday, 
December 22rd 
Ushers  
Bill Krenson 
Pat Hill 
Cathy Clark  
Reynolds 
Radio 
Cara Hawkins 

Bk - Ronnie Greer 
Sunday, 
December 29th 
(Volunteers needed) 
Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 
Sunday,  
January 5th 
Ushers – Emily and 
Tom Collins 
 

 Radio 
 Ronnie Greer 
 Bk - Sharon McFarland 

A community of faith, responding to God’s call 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 

you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Americus, Georgia 



 

 

 

Sunday, December 22, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 

The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 
 

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist 

Out of the stump of David’s family 
will grow a shoot ~ 

yes, a new Branch bearing fruit 
from the old root… 

In that day the heir to David’s throne 
will be a banner of salvation 

to all the world. 
The nations will rally to him, 
and the land where he lives 

will be a glorious place. 
Isaiah 11:1,10 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 
 

 *HYMN (Blue 41)……….....………...…“O Come, All Ye Faithful”..…....................................... 

 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us   
Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church  
 

Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2019, 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



God’s Love...Reaching 
 

“God’s Love…Reaching” 

Right from the beginning God’s love has reached, and from the beginning 
man has refused to understand. But love went on reaching, offering itself.  

Love offered the eternal…we wanted the immediate. Love offered deep joy…
we wanted thrills. Love offered freedom…we wanted license. Love offered 

communion with God Himself…we wanted to worship at the shrine of our 
own minds. Love offered peace…we wanted approval for our wars.  

Even yet, love went on reaching.  
And still today, after two thousand years, patiently, lovingly, Christ is  

reaching out to us today. Right through the chaos of our world, through the  
confusion of our minds.  

He is reaching… longing to share with us… the very being of God. 
God’s love still is longing. God’s love still is reaching, right past the  

shackles of my mind. And the Word of the Father became Mary’s little Son.  
And His love reached all the way to where I was. 

Gloria Gaither 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH……...….LOVE……….Amelia Bibler & Carrie Hawkins 
Week 4: Abiding Love 
One: Advent’s days are coming to a close and we are moving ever-closer to the  
love-filled stable to see the Holy Family on Christmas morn. As the shepherds were 
abiding in the field doing their normal routines, God was up to something and ready to 
surprise the world with something new. As we go about our normal routines God is 
still at work surprising us everyday with more miracles and glimmers of grace around 
us. As the longest nights have passed, we are reminded that God’s love abides in us 
just as it did in a stable warm long ago. 
One: So...Love…love deeply.  

All: We remember that love surprises from the darkness of the womb and 
the tomb 

One: The Lord will give you a sign. Look, the young woman shall bear a son and name 
him, Emmanuel. 

All: Love is with us...a saving love that transforms the world. 
One: God is love and all who love God abide in God and know that God abides in them 

All: We will abide in the hope, peace, joy and love of God with us. 
One: We light the fourth candle filled with love (light the 4th purple candle) 
One: Let us pray 
 All: God of love, magnify your love within us. Help us to seek you not in a 
 long ago stable but in the people we meet and in the depth of our own 
 hearts. When the turmoils of the world seem overwhelming may we abide in 
 you and feel nourished in your grace. As we await the final joy of the coming 
 of the Christ may we outdo one another in showing love. Amen. 
  

THE HANDBELLS            “Hark! The Herald Angel’s Sing”      Director, Cynthia Richmond 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 



 

 
*HYMN (Blue 38).…………....“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”………..………verse 1 and 4 
 

SCRIPTURE                                                                             Isaiah 42:6-7  
 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you 
    to be a covenant for the people 
    and a light for the Gentiles, 
to open eyes that are blind, 
    to free captives from prison 
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” 
 

*HYMN (Blue 31).………...………...“Hark! The Harold Angels Sing”………….………..……...……… 
  

SCRIPTURE                                                                                                                 Micah 5: 2-5 
“You, O Bethlehem, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of 
Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past. The people of 
Israel will be abandoned to their enemies until the woman in labor gives birth. Then at 
least his fellow countrymen will return from exile to their own land. And he will stand 
to lead his flock with the LORD’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God. Then his people will live there undisturbed, for he will be highly  
honored around the world. And he will be the source of peace.” 
 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE                Pastor Sommer Bower 

God is not dead, nor doth he sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, goodwill to men. 

Verse 4 from the hymn “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 

 
 

*HYMN (Insert).……………...…..“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”……………..……………….. 
 
OFFERTORY…………….……………................................................……………Camron Cummings 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........….... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 23).……………….….....“Angels We Have Heard on High”………………...………… 
 
 

*BENEDICTION        
 
 

*POSTLUDE……………….…………………………………......…...……..Camron Cummings, Organist 
 

  


