PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Bob & B.J. Bryan
Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED
Mary Catron
Russ and Jo Childers

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Norma Bower, Josh Bower’s grandmother, tested positive for Covid-19 on
Christmas Eve and is in the hospital in Batavia, NY
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
dealing with Parkinson's and cancer treatments
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers

- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is
progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)
PRAYER PRAISE!
~Thank you for continuing to pray as Tom Collins does post-surgery rehab at home.
Cards may be sent to: Tom and Emily Collins
171 Westshore Drive, Americus, GA 31709
(229) 886-9359 (Emily's cell), (229) 942-3957 (Tom's cell)
~Congratulations to Josh Minich on accepting a Nurse Practitioner job in Macon.
Congratulations, Josh Minich!!
MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Tim & Lois Hunter, Spoken Worldwide
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to add
someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Epiphany Sunday
We believe in God,
Who came to this earth as a child,
Was born to young parents,
Who had to flee to Egypt as a refugee to avoid Herod.
We believe that this child grew up to heal the sick,
See the poor, Dine with outcasts,
Wash the feet of sinners, Offer second chances, And bless the children.
And so we believe that Christmas is only the beginning.
The dream does not end with a manger.
The dream ends with God’s promised day.
So until all God’s children are home,
We will follow the Magi’s lead— Walking, seeking, and looking up.
May it be so, for this we believe. Amen.

Praying on the Nines - beginning January 3, 2021

Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; working for a world that’s new,
faithful when we hear Christ’s call.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13

“Loving Creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is
impossible. As a community of believers, we share each other’s joys and burdens as we
pray for those on our weekly prayer list.
Comforting Councilor, this first week after Christmas finds us full of hope for love and
peace to spread over the earth as we come to you with our hopes and dreams for the
future............
of our church. .............. and our community............ Make us instruments of your peace.
Help us shine the light of your love into the darkness of our world. May we be listeners,
compromisers, and peacemakers ............. helping to find peaceful solutions to problems
and differences of opinion in our community.............. And although the
Coronavirus vaccines give us hope for a more normal future, we must still stay safe by
wearing masks, practicing social distancing and avoiding large, indoor gatherings .............
until we are all vaccinated and free of the virus.
of our nation. Let us lead the way by voting in the runoff election ............ May we stay
informed and find ways to insist that our elected officials do as we do in our community
and work together to resolve differences of opinion peacefully and not
violently.................; that we all listen to others and cooperate in finding ways to
restore our economy ................; that we work to ensure that everyone makes enough
money to have a comfortable home, ..........equal educational opportunities .............. and
affordable health care.............; and above all that we treat all people justly and with the
respect we would like to receive ...........
of our world. May our nation’s leaders join with all world leaders who are concerned
about our world, and recognize the need to work together, using the world’s combined
knowledge and imagination to protect our natural resources, combat global warming, and
try to restore and protect this beautiful planet which we all share ................ Such actions
could stop the melting of the polar ice caps ............. which could slow or halt the eroding
of our coastlines ................ bring an end to world hunger ............ and help
control natural disasters such as floods, droughts, wildfires, and hurricanes ................
All Knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. We
lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation
has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and
their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

Class of 2023
Meda Krenson
Sharon Parks
Joy Thompson

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson
DECEMBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR
~Hanging of the Church Christmas Decorations - Tuesday, December 1st at 1:00 pm
~ Kerstin Cherrbboneau, Housekeeping, Vacation Day – Thursday, December 3rd
~ Camron Cummings was recorded playing Christmas music on the church piano on
Sunday, December 6th. The recordings will be shared later this Advent with the
church.
~ Private Funeral Service for Tim Reynolds - Tuesday, December 8th at 3:00 pm
~Marcia Seymour, Church Office Manager, Vacation Day - Friday, December 11th
~ Session Meeting after Worship - Sunday, December 13th
~Christmas Eve Worship Service - Church Fellowship Hall - Thursday, December 24th,
at 5:30 pm
~Christmas Day - Friday, December 25th
~Christmas Sanctuary Decorations will come down on Thursday, January 7th at
1:00 p.m. We would love to have you join us!

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

Sunday, January 3, 2021
11:00 a.m. Worship
GATHERING WORDS
God, I love to worship you when the stars are bright above me.
I love to worship you when the sky is clear, and the breeze just right.
I love to worship you when the journey to Bethlehem is an easy one.
Unfortunately, as you know, this journey of life, love, and faith is rarely easy.
Now and again, the stars disappear.
My feet get blisters, and the journey is far too long and lonely.
On these days, forgive me for giving up quickly.
Forgive me for allowing the dream to die and for taking the shortcut home.
I want to be as brave as the Magi.
I want to persevere.
Guide my feet. Show me the stars. Amen.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
The Magi had a dream.
They dreamed of a Messiah.
They dreamed of a new day for all people.
The Magi had a dream, and this dream led them to action.
They journeyed to unknown places.
They followed a star.
They walked for days to get to Jesus.
So may we be like the Magi,
May our dreams inspire action.
May we worship the one true God. Amen.
HYMN (Blue Hymnal #63, insert).......................................................................................
“As with Gladness Men of Old”

“As with Gladness Men of Old”
1 As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most glorious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to Thee.

2 As with joyful steps they sped
To that lowly manger bed,
There to bend the knee before
Him whom heaven and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.
3 As they offered gifts most rare
At that manger rude and bare;
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.
4 Holy Jesus, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God our creator, We, like the Magi, are walking toward you.
It is our very prayer to move your way. And when we start to get lost or doubt our
dreams, Give us the will to persevere. Open the door to us through this text. Amen.

 They visit the house of Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem...not a stable
 In Matthew Jesus is a King, not a poor baby born in a stable
 The royal family lives in Bethlehem to begin with and only go to
Nazareth after returning from Egypt
The Gifts
 Kingly gifts- expensive luxury items
 The foreign gentiles immediately recognize Jesus as the son of God and “King
of Kings” and bring his gifts accordingly
 King Seleucus II Callinicus offered gold, frankincense and myrrh to
Apollo at the Miletus temple in 243 BC
 Traditional Interpretation
 Myrrh - an embalming oil and foreshadowing of his death (see John
19:39 and Mark 15:23)
 Frankincense - Priestly incense used in rituals
 Gold - sign of kingship
 Origen in Contra Celsum: "gold, as to a king; myrrh, as to one who was
mortal; and incense, as to a God."
 What do we do with these “facts”?
 Capture the sense of wonder and mystery:
“When I heard the learn'd astronomer, When the proofs, the figures,
were ranged in columns before me, When I was shown the charts and
diagrams, to add, divide, and measure them, When I sitting heard the
astronomer where he lectured with much applause in the lecture-room,
How soon unaccountable I became tired and sick, Till rising and gliding
out I wander'd off by myself, In the mystical moist night-air, and from
time to time, Look'd up in perfect silence at the stars.”
 Where is the truth?
 Jesus’ birth is of cosmic and astronomical importance for ALL people
 Jesus is a king (but not the King we expect- as foreshadowed by the
Myrrh)
 Jesus is a priest (but not the one we expect who answers to Kings like
Herod) Jesus’ birth is good news for all who wish to participate in God’s
radically inclusive love and grace, but is not good news for those who
desire power over and against others (just as the Exodus is good news,
but not for Pharaoh who rejects God’s invitation to be an agent of grace)

SCRIPTURE
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
“Adoration of the Magi”
Raphael (1483-1520)
MATTHEW 2:1-12
INITIAL THOUGHTS
 Epiphany used to be the second holiest day in the Christian year after Easter
 traditionally was the only other day people were baptized
Dia del Reyes is still a HUGE holiday in many Spanish, Latin-American, and Hispanic
cultures- great time to reach out to fellow Christians!
BIBLE STUDY
 vv.13-18: your choice. A couple thoughts
 Matthew begins “his argument” that Jesus is the new Moses. Just as Moses
“saved” the people by leading them out of Egypt, so Jesus will “save” us from
leading us out of sin
 Herod = Pharoah - both attempt to circumvent God’s plan, both think they
have the power over life and death, but that is God’s power alone
 small comfort to the parents of the murdered children
 Don’t tie this up with a nice neat bow.
 God is at work in the world despite the true evil that exists
 God does not guarantee that bad things and evil will not happen, but does
promise that we do not walk through life’s dark valley’s alone
God is not naive about the evils of the world- neither should we be
 The Visit
 The Wise Men have no idea where to go until Herod tells them the scripture
the priests related to him

Isaiah 60: 5-6

Matthew 2: 1-18
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

The Escape to Egypt
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I
tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got
up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”
The Massacre of the Infants
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or
under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17 Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
HYMN (Blue Hymnal #66, insert).......................................................................................
“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
MESSAGE..............................“The Movement of Good News”………...................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
COMMUNION
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith. The
communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. You are
invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will bring
elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to participate
in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and thanksgiving to God
for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living presence of Jesus,
crucified and risen.

Vitale da Bologna
(1289-1359)
“Adoration of the
Magi”
National Galleries
of Scotland

Kid’s Corner
The Magi represent several important elements for children to consider. They are
seeking the Christ child, willing to do whatever is needed to find Jesus and bow
before Him. The Magi are learned, using their wisdom and academic knowledge as basis to
search for Jesus. They are also foreigners and Gentiles, demonstrating that God sent Jesus
for all people.
The Magi, however many of them there may have been... “Magupati” is the word for these
gentlemen from “the East” (perhaps Persia). They may have been astronomers, astrologers,
Zoroastrian priests, or wealthy leaders. Whatever else they were, the Magi left their homes
to find Jesus.
Importance in the Nativity: The story of the Epiphany demonstrates God’s fulfillment of
prophecies which preceded the birth of Christ. The Magi are important in this, recognizing
from afar how God was working with prophets as well as the stories of the skies.
Significance to us: The Magi remind us that we can use our academic minds to
discern ways of following the Messiah. They also demonstrate how important it is to follow
Christ at any cost. The Wise men left their homes and traveled long distances at great
expenses to find and worship Jesus. We should be willing to do whatever is necessary to
follow, as well.
After the Magi found the Christ child, they were full of joy and satisfaction. A dream warned
them not to go back to Herod, but instead to avoid his requests (and dangers). Mary and
Joseph, too, were warned to get out of town, and they escaped barely in time, going to
Egypt. So what do we note and learn from this story? Our job as Christians is to be the
“star” as well as the Magi, in a way. We want to shine light on Christ, pointing others to lead
the way to Jesus. Our light should shine in the darkness and show the joy of the Lord. We
are also to be willing to follow Jesus and give whatever is needed to seek the Lord!

HYMN (Blue Hymnal #411)………….....................................................................................
“Arise, Your Light is Come”
V

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…................................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

