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VOLUNTEERS 

Sunday,  
January 5th  
Ushers  
Tom & Emily  
Collins 
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara Hawkins 
 
Sunday,  
January 12th 
Ushers  
Russ Childers 
Ronnie Greer 
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
Bk - Jim Griffith  
 
 

Sunday,  
January 19th 
Ushers 
Sharon Parks  
(1 volunteer needed) 
Radio 
Cara Hawkins 
Bk - Ronnie Greer 
 
Sunday, 
January 26th 
Ushers  
Bill Krenson 
Pat Hill 
Cathy Clark  
Reynolds 
Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our 
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                     Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                               Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Lois and Tim Hunter  
Gloria Johnson 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Jim Herron  (diverticulitis) 
- Martha Ann Studstill (respiratory infection) 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's  
in-laws) - Steve has ALS  
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)  
   diagnosed  with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' 

niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. 
Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary 
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would 
like to add someone to our prayer list and/or  
request a PrayerGram.  

Harvest of Hope 
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of 

Hope Food Pantry each month.  The month of  
January we will be collecting canned vegetables. 

You may drop off your  donations in the office  
as well.  As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through  

Holy Communion, we do our best to  
help feed others in need. 

Tuesday, January 7th , at  11:00 am - Taking 
down of the Advent decorations. Volunteers 
Needed.  
 

Tuesday, January 14th - 
10:30 am - Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
at Magnolia Manor 
Noon - SAMA Meeting 
 

Monday, January 20th  - Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday  

 

Sunday, January 19th   Camron Cummings off. 
Will have music supply during worship. 
 

Tuesday, January 28th -  Session Meeting  
6:30 pm 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love 
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest, 
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite 

you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m. 
 
 

January 5, 2020 



 

 

 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.  
Epiphany of the Lord Sunday 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 

 
 

 
 
 

PRELUDE……………………………………………………………………………Camron Cummings, Organist 

 
 
 

WELCOME  
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                  (inspired by Isaiah 60:1-3) 
People of God, arise, shine, for your light has come! 
The light of Christ has come into the world. 
Immanuel. 
God with us. 

So arise, shine, for your light has come! 
And we will follow the light– 
when it shines brightly in the night sky 
when it glows dimly on the horizon. 

We will follow the light –  
when it leads down familiar paths to expected destinations 
when the road is unfamiliar and the star rests above a dubious-looking home. 
We will lift up our eyes and look around. 
And when we see the Christ child, may our hearts be overwhelmed with joy. 

When we are in the presence of Immanuel, 
may our knees bend in worship. 
When our journey brings us, finally, to the heart of God, 
May our hands open in generous sharing; 
May our mouths open in generous praise. 
 

   ~ written by Joanna Harader, and posted on the Spacious Faith blog.   
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 63)………..…….…...“As with Gladness Men of Old ”..…...…..………………...…..... 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMOVAL OF CHURCH GREENS 
 

Tuesday, January 7th  
at 11:00 am 

 
If you are able, please join us this Tuesday to  
remove and pack up the Advent decorations.  

 



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (COMMUNION BY TRAYS) 
We are celebrating communion today with trays. You are invited to remain seated 

and the elders will pass down each pew aisle a tray with bread and a tray with grape 
juice. When you take a piece of bread and juice you are invited to hold onto it until all 

have been served so we may partake together.  
 
*BENEDICTION        

 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 411).……………….…...“Arise, Your Light is Come”………….........…...….....……. 

 
 

*POSTLUDE……………….………………...…………………...…...…….Camron Cummings, Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                         Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 

 

*HYMN (Blue 66)………………...…“We Three Kings of Orient Are ”…..................................                          
         (verse 1,2,5) 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
God of light, shining in darkness, 

through a little child, born in Bethlehem, 
you open to us the treasure of your grace. 

Help us to search diligently for him, 
so that we may offer our lives to you 
with thanksgiving, joy, and praise; 

through Jesus Christ, the rising star. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                   Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.3 Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be 
radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.6 A multitude of camels 
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall 
come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of 
the Lord. 



 

 Matthew 2: 1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of 
the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him  
homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet:6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 

MESSAGE……………..…....“Epiphany: To Show Up, Show On or Show Out “…………….………
      Pastor Sommer Bower 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 69)...……….....‘‘O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ”…………………...………
      (verse 1) 
 
 

OFFERTORY 
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)….…..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........….... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise 

Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Shepherd of Israel, you sent a star to enlighten the wise 
and a child to topple the tyrant. Make us wise enough to seek you 

among the least of your children, wise enough to trade our treasure 
for the gift of overwhelming joy. Amen. 

 
 
 

COMMUNION INVITATION TO THE TABLE AT EPIPHANY                     
We have come asking for the child – 
Wondering where that love might be born, 
Seeking that joy that might satisfy our thirst, 
Wandering through the darkness of so many mistakes. 
 

 We have come to this place where 
 wise-people and shepherds and young women met. 
 

We have come to this place called Bethlehem –  
to this place where our hearts rise like yeast; 
to this place where we meet our newborn hope; 
to this place where we taste our deepest joy. 
 

In Bethlehem, where we assumed the worst, 
imagining that no good can come, 
we somehow missed its name. 
Bethlehem: “Lehem” meaning bread. 
“Bethel” meaning house. 
 

 There is something here that will satisfy our hunger. 
 No matter how long we have wandered, 
 here our hearts arise. 
 Our light has come. 
 

In this bread and in this cup, 
We celebrate something we can’t quite understand. 
 Because God has made a house at this table. 
 Because God satisfies our hunger in the most unlikely places. 
 Because God comes to be with us. 
 Now and always. 
 

It is with this expectation that we come to the table 
to taste and see that God is here. 
 

 
 


