Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Tom and Sharon McFarland
Mary Mackey

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Blanche Palmer hospitalized due to fall
- Donald Buffaloe in a nursing home following
an illness (brother of Jim Buffaloe)
- Jim Herron (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Martha Ann Studstill (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)
diagnosed with peritoneal carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. Lois
& Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators Anne D
(India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary Please
notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like
to add someone to our prayer list and/or
request a PrayerGram.

Harvest of Hope
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of
Hope Food Pantry each month. The month of
January we will be collecting canned vegetables.
You may drop off your donations in the office
as well. As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through
Holy Communion, we do our best to
help feed others in need.

JANUARY
ELDER OF THE MONTH
KAREN GATEWOOD
Thursday, January 16th - Pastor Sommer at
CPM 11am meeting at the Presbytery office in
Albany (meeting cancelled)
Sunday, January 19th Camron Cummings off.
Will have music supply Marcy McCarty during
worship
Monday, January 20th - Martin Luther King Jr.
Holiday
Thursday, January 23rd - Pastor Sommer and
elders (Joy Thompson, Fred Richmond, Sharon
Parks, Tom and Emily Collins) will attend the
Board of Pensions Finance Seminar at the
Presbytery office
Sunday, January 26th - Reception for Schley
and Karen Gatewood at the Carnegie following
worship
Tuesday, January 28th - Session Meeting
6:30 pm

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday,
January 5th
Ushers
Tom & Emily
Collins
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara Hawkins

Sunday,
January 19th
Ushers
Sharon Parks
(1 volunteer needed)
Radio
Cara Hawkins
Bk - Ronnie Greer

Sunday,
January 12th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Jim Griffith

Sunday,
January 26th
Ushers
Bill Krenson
Pat Hill
Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest,
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, January 19, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE…………………………………………………………………………......……Marcy McCarty, Pianist

48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him,
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching
for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand
what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and
was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

First Presbyterian Church

Please join us in worship, followed
by a reception, as our congregation
honors and says farewell to
Schley and Karen Gatewood.

Luke 2: 48-52
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
After Jesus birth we hear the precious stories of angel’s singing, shepherds praising,
Anna and Simeon prophesying, and Wise Men traveling.
We learn of how God’s son grew up listening for God’s voice:
Taught by caring adults,
Protected by loving parents,
Nourished in a safe place so he could mature to be strong and wise.
May we praise God with all the voices that have gone before us.
May we listen, may we learn,
and may we respond faithfully. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 487)………..…….….....“When Morning Gilds the Skies”..……….…………....….....
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer Bower

Sunday, January 26, 2020
11:00 a.m. Worship,
followed by a small reception at

The Carnegie
No gifts, please.

Cards are welcomed.

First Presbyterian Church
125 South Jackson Street
Americus, GA 31709

“In Duccio’s Christ among the Doctors,
Jesus is the central figure, and in control
of the moment. Although he is child-sized,
he is seated so that his head is higher than
any of the teachers; he wears his cloak
like a philosopher, and his hand is raised
in blessing or to make a point to them.
Mary and Joseph, arms outstretched, are
separated from him by the bodies of the
teachers, and although Jesus is facing
them, the main feeling the painting gives
the viewer is the distance between
parents and son. The Jesus of this painting
is already a teacher, an adult in a
child-sized body.”

“Rembrandt’s etching, depicting Jesus between his parents – Joseph’s hand rather
firmly over Jesus’ – is of an adolescent in need of parental advice and protection.
Luke’s Jesus, at the end of the birth narrative [end of chapter 2 in Luke’s gospel],
needs to grow up, and so he does, in the safety of a family who would not stop
looking until they found him.”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
*HYMN (Blue 324)…………......…..“Open My Eyes That I May See”….................................
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Luke 2: 41-52
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was
in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him
among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who
heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents
saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you
treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great
anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know
that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to
them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to
them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE………….....“Are you the Messiah? No? Then do not try this at home.”…….………
Pastor Sommer Bower
*HYMN (Blue 554)………..……........“Let All Things Now Living”..……….………..…….…....…......

OFFERTORY SOLO…………...………."Take My Life and Let It Be" ……………….……………………..
Solo by Marcy McCarty
arranged by Mark Hayes

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…..…...“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise
Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Jesus was called to fill his days doing the work of his Father. His childhood was filled
with loving parents and wise teachers. He listened and asked questions to help others
see the light. As he became an adult, he often surrounded himself with the least and the
lost. His parables are filled with stories of lost sheep, coins and prodigal sons. There is
great worth in searching for that which others do not deem valuable. May we, like
Jesus, view the world through God’s lens, finding value in the most unlikely
of places. May we give with freedom, as God’s children. May we respond faithfully.
*HYMN (Blue 540).………….....“God Be With You Till We Meet Again” …………………………….
(verse 1 only)

God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………….………………...……………….....…...……………..…..Marcy McCarty, Pianist

