First Presbyterian Church
Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Jim and Marilyn Marble
Nancy Miller

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Pete McCorry (Lily Ingles grandfather- cancer)
- Blanche Palmer hospitalized due to fall
- Donald Buffaloe in a nursing home following an
illness (brother of Jim Buffaloe)
- Jim Herron (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Martha Ann Studstill (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)
diagnosed with peritoneal carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. Lois
& Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators Anne D
(India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary Please
notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like
to add someone to our prayer list and/or
request a PrayerGram.

Harvest of Hope
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of
Hope Food Pantry each month. The month of
January we will be collecting canned vegetables.
You may drop off your donations in the office
as well. As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through
Holy Communion, we do our best to
help feed others in need.

FEBRUARY
ELDER OF THE MONTH
EARL WILLIAMS
Thursday, January 23rd - Pastor Sommer and
elders (Joy Thompson, Fred Richmond, Sharon
Parks, Tom and Emily Collins) will attend the
Board of Pensions Finance Seminar at the
Presbytery office
Sunday, January 26th - Reception for Schley &
Karen Gatewood at The Carnegie following
worship
Tuesday, January 28th, 11am-1pm - Spaghetti
Lunch at Calvary Episcopal Church. Proceeds
benefit Harvest of Hope.
Tuesday, January 28th, 6:30 pm- Session Meeting
Sunday, February 2th - Congregational Meeting
Sunday, February 9th - Pulpit Supply Mary
Runyon
Sunday, February 16th - Covered dish following
worship welcoming new GSW Pres House Intern
Mary Lenox Halfacre

Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday,
January 26th
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill
Cathy Clark Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland
Sunday,
February 2nd
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Cara Hawkins
Sunday,
February 9th
Ushers
Russ Childers

Ronnie Greer
Radio
Jim Griffith
Sunday, February 16th
Ushers
Sharon Parks
(1 volunteer needed)
Radio
Cara Hawkins
Bk - Ronnie Greer
Sunday, February 23rd
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill,
and Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland

“Our discovery of God is, in a way, God’s discovery of us…He comes down
from heaven and finds us. He looks at us from the depths of his own infinite
actuality, which is everywhere, and his seeing us gives us a new being and a
new mind in which we also discover him. We only know him in so far as
we are known by him…We become contemplatives when
God discovers himself in us.”
Thomas Merton, New seeds of Contemplation (New York: New Directions, 1972), 39.

Sunday, January 26, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

Sunday, February 3, 2020

PRELUDE…………………………………………………………………………… Camron Cummings, Organist

"As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called

Congregational Meeting
to approve the Pastor's Terms of Call, to present the
church budget and to Elect Corporate Officers.

Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for
people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. Going on from there, he saw
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat
with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately
they left the boat and their father and followed him. Jesus went throughout Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing
every disease and sickness among the people."
Matthew 4: 18-23
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
A Hard, Deep Call to Obedience
You are the God who makes extravagant promises.
We relish your great promises of fidelity and presence and solidarity,
and we exude in them. Only to find out, always too late,
that your promise always comes in the midst of a hard, deep call to obedience.
You are the God who calls people like us,
and the long list of mothers and fathers before us,
who trusted the promise enough to keep the call.
So we give you thanks that you are a calling God,
who calls always to dangerous new places.
We pray enough of your grace and mercy among us
that we may be among those who believe your promises
enough to respond to your call.
We pray in the one who embodied your promise
and enacted your call, even Jesus. Amen.
~ written by Walter Brueggemann, in Awed to Heaven,
Rooted in Earth: Prayers of Walter Brueggemann, (Augsburg Fortress, 2003, p. 90).

Celebration of Faith 2020
Connecting One Voice
February 21-23, 2020
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you
were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all.” - Ephesians 4:4-6

The Lodge at Lake Blackshear Resort
(Georgia Veteran’s Memorial State Park)
2459-H Highway 280 West, Cordele, GA 31015

Todays Flowers are given in
Loving Honor
of Schley and Karen Gatewood
by Leon Holloway and Joy Thompson

*HYMN (Blue 481)….…….....…..“Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show”.….…………..…………....
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.

*HYMN (Blue 138) ….……....…..“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”…....……………………..

Please join us following worship for a small reception
to say farewell to Schley and Karen Gatewood
at The Carnegie

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER
O come let us worship and lift our hearts . . .
Not because the world is good and last week was awesome,
but because the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the God of the whole Earth.
O come let us worship and raise our hands . . .
Not because our lives are all sweetness and light,
But because even those who walk in darkness
can see a great light,
the Bright and Morning Star
O come let us worship and bow down . . .
Not because God gives us what we want,
But because God gives us what we need –
the holy child Jesus, God’s Unspeakable Gift. This we believe and this we pray,
in the name of the Savior who taught us to prayer…
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Jesus, You are the Light of the World. Shine Your light on us today.
Chase away the darkness of sin, the darkness of fear and doubt and despair.
Fill us with the light of Your truth, Your Word. Produce in us the fruit of righteousness –
the evidence that Your Holy Spirit lives in us and works in us and works through us.
Teach us what is pleasing to You. Make us a shining example of Your amazing grace,
redeeming love, and life-changing power. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 9: 1-2
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter
time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of
the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has shined.
Matthew 4: 12-23
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be
fulfilled: 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great
light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.” 18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were
fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for
people.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called
them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 23 Jesus
went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE ….......................“Matanoeite: Urgent Action is Required"………………………...……
Pastor Sommer Bower
*HYMN (Blue 339) ….…….........…....….“Be Thou My Vision”…....………...…………...……….......

Sea of Galilee
“The calling of the first disciples is recounted, and the first four
called – Peter, Andrew, James, and John – are all said to be Galilean
fisherman whom Jesus says will be transformed into fishers of human
beings. They respond as disciples should, immediately leaving their
nets and following Jesus. Jesus was an unusual Rabbi, for he sought
out disciples and was itinerant (moved around), which did not
characterize other early rabbis. It is however said to characterize
Wisdom, who is said in Proverbs 8:1-5 to cry out in the marketplace
for people to gain wisdom, but is rejected and returns to the Father.
Jesus is again portrayed as the human embodiment of God’s divine
wisdom, God’s plan and blueprint for holy living.”
Ben Witherington, Smyth and Helwys Bible Commentary for Mathew
(Macon, Georgia: Smyth and Helwys Publishing, 2006), 97.

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…...…...“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”…….....…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Use our gifts, Loving God, so others might not be scared by life;
so they may be sheltered in the blanket of your grace;
so they might find a home with us as their family.
In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

“Matthew 4:23 says Jesus traveled all over Galilee proclaiming this

wisdom in synagogues as well as preaching the good news. A distinction
is made between his teaching and his preaching, the latter entailing the
call to repentance and the announcement of the near eschatological reign
of God. He is also said to heal, which attracted enormous crowds even
from Syria. Part of Solomon’s wisdom was believed in early Judaism to
involve the knowledge of the healing arts, including the knowledge of the
right words for exorcism.”
Ben Witherington, Smyth and Helwys Bible Commentary for Mathew
(Macon, Georgia: Smyth and Helwys Publishing, 2006), 97.

RECOGNITION OF DEPARTING MEMBERS
Schley and Karen Gatewood are leaving our congregation,
and we want to bid them farewell. In baptism our Lord Jesus Christ
put his name on you and received you into the church.
We have rejoiced to welcome you into our fellowship in the gospel.
In this community of faith you have been nurtured as you have heard
the good news of God’s saving love. You have been nourished at Christ’s table
and sent out to be Christ’s witness in the world.
God has blessed you and made you a blessing in our life together.
You have deepened our joy
and lightened our sorrow.
We will miss your love and support,
Yet we rejoice that you will now bless others
As you have blessed us.
Let us pray:
Faithful God, keep, preserve, and protect Schley and Karen
all their days. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may they be salt of the earth and light
for the world. Lead them to new ministries, secure in the faith that binds us forever
in the body of Christ. Go in peace. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 341)…..……......“Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine”.…..…............................
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………………….………………….……………..………...Camron Cummings, Organist

