Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
David and Donna Minich
Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice
Jaime Minich; Jonah

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Pete McCorry (Lily Ingles grandfather- cancer)
- Blanche Palmer (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Donald Buffaloe in a nursing home following
an illness (brother of Jim Buffaloe)
- Jim Herron (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Martha Ann Studstill (24 hr. care at Magnolia
Manor)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Debra Sams (Joy Thompson’s sister) peritoneal
carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to
add someone to our prayer list and/or

Harvest of Hope
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of
Hope Food Pantry each month. The month of
February we will be collecting canned fruits .
You may drop off your donations in the office
as well. As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through
Holy Communion, we do our best to
help feed others in need.

FEBRUARY
ELDER OF THE MONTH
EARL WILLIAMS
Sunday, February 2th - Congregational Meeting
and Meeting of the Corporation
Sunday, February 9th - Rev. Mary Runyon
preaching and leading worship while Pastor
Sommer is on vacation Feb.6, 7, & 9th.
Sunday, February 9th - The GSW Pres House Board
is meeting after worship in the church library. The
2020 GSW Pres House Board is: Fred Richmond, Earl
Williams, Sharon McFarland, Carrie Hawkins, Josh &
Katie Minich
Tuesday, February 11th , 10:30am - Magnolia
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer
Sunday, February 16th - Covered Dish lunch after
worship to meet and welcome Mary Lenox Halfacre,
the new GSW Pres House Intern.
Welcome, Mary Lenox!!
Wednesday, Feb.19th - 1st Presbyterian of Albany is
hosting the GSW Pres House lunch from 11am to
1pm (Taco soup & corn bread). You are invited!
Tues, February 25th = Session at 6:30pm
Wednesday, February 26th Ash Wednesday

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday,
February 2nd
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Cara Hawkins
Sunday,
February 9th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Jim Griffith

Sunday, February 16th
Ushers
Sharon Parks
(1 volunteer needed)
Radio
Cara Hawkins
Bk - Ronnie Greer
Sunday, February 23rd
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill, and
Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning. If you are a guest,
please fill out one of our guest cards so we can be in touch with you. We invite
you to join us for Sunday School next week at 9:45 a.m.

Sunday, February 2, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE…………………………………………………………………………… Camron Cummings, Organist
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
Happy are all they that wait for the LORD. (Isaiah 30:18)
Happy are all they that put their trust in him. (Psalm 2:12)
Happy are they who know that they are poor;
the kingdom of heaven is theirs. (Matt. 5:3)
Happy are they whose delight is in the law of the Lord. (Ps. 1:1-2)
Happy are they of a gentle spirit; (Ps. 37:11)
They shall have the earth for their inheritance. (Matthew 5:5)
Happy are they who do hunger and thirst to see the right prevail;
For they shall be satisfied. (Matthew 5:6)
Happy are the merciful;
For they shall obtain mercy. (Matthew 5:7)
Happy are the pure in heart;
For they shall see God. (Psalm 24:4, Matthew 5:8)
Happy are the peacemakers; For they shall be called the children of God. (Matthew 5:9)
Behold, what manner of love God hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the children of God.
And such we are. (1 John 3:1)
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who only does wondrous things;
And blessed be the Name of his majesty for ever:
Let all the earth be filled with his glory. (Ps. 72:19-20)
Amen and Amen.

Help us to be the salt of the earth.
Help us to be the light of the world,
sharing with others that which we have received,
boldly proclaiming the good news of your love,
finding the seeds of your kingdom within us
and letting your way grow in our lives and throughout the world.
Here around the Table,
with our sisters and brothers beside us,
your Spirit comes, foolishly transforming
simple, everyday elements into sacred gifts.
We eat the Bread which is broken,
so we can serve your children,
refusing to harm neighbor or stranger,
seeking to treat others fairly.
We drink from the Cup which is blessed,
so we may be foolish enough
to comfort all who mourn,
to believe that peace can be a reality.
Give us eyes to see the ways you are changing the world in which we live.
Give us ears to hear your call to join with you in the great transformation.
Hear us now, o God,
as we pray for the coming of your kingdom,
following Christ as he taught us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Come, all baptized believers in Christ.
All: Come, for this is a table where all are invited and all are welcome.
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………………….…………….……….……………..……..Camron Cummings, Organist

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
We will be celebrating communion today by intinction. After the Great Prayer of
Thanksgiving, you are invited to come down the center aisle to dip a piece of bread in
the juice, and to return to your seat by the window aisle.
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & LORD’S PRAYER

God of the prophets,
God of Christ:
we are reminded today
that your blessings do not necessarily follow the logic of the world.
The world believes that the rich are blessed,
but Jesus reminds us that it is the poor who are blessed,
the poor in spirit
and the materially poor as well.
We pray for a more just world
in which all have enough and none are left behind.
Though we fear death and avoid its inevitable arrival,
Jesus tells us that those who mourn are blessed.
Help us to experience the truth of this mystery;
bring healing and wholeness to those who are sick;
and comfort those of us who have lost loved ones.
While people covet power,
Jesus blesses the meek;
instruct us, O God, in the ways of humility;
help us to stand in solidarity with the oppressed;
show us your presence in the faces of those the world forgets.
Give us a hunger and thirst for righteousness;
fill our hearts with love, overflowing with mercy;
make our hearts pure,
and give us a vision of your glory.
In a society divided by every label under the sun,
remind us that we are created in your image.
Gracious God,
you have so richly blessed us with life,
with love and joy,
with hope in the midst of despair.

*HYMN (Blue 293)….……..........…..“This Is My Father’s World”.…..……………..……..…………....
When Pastor Babcock of a Presbyterian Church in Lockport, New York, the author of this
text, walked out the door each morning he referred to his morning walks as “going out to
see my Father’s world.” The tune created for these words is based on an English
melody the composer learned from his mother when he was a boy.
CALL TO RECONCILIATION
If we want to truly live in God's presence, we must live as God's faithful people. Let us
begin by confessing all the mistakes we have made, the wrongs we have done, the people
we have hurt. Join me as we pray together, saying,
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
What have we done to you, dear God? We dishonor you every time we treat
another with disrespect. We shatter your heart when we find it easier to break
our word, then to take the risk to keep it. We fill your ears with the gossip,
lies, and slander we speak about those around us.
You are wise enough to forgive our foolishness;
you are strong enough to overcome our weakness;
you are loving enough to heal the hurt we cause to you and to others.
And so you give us new hope and new life in Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
What has God done to us - shown mercy!
What has God done for us - forgiven us!
This is the good news for us. We will not boast,
for it is not our doing. We will give thanks to
God for such grace and hope. Amen.
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer Bower

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
*HYMN (Blue 122) ….………....……..….“Thine Is the Glory”…....……………………...…………….....
This Easter text, first in French and later in English, was written to fit the music, a
chorus created for Handel’s oratorio “Joshua” and moved to “Judas Maccabeaus”
in 1751. It grew widely popular following its use at the First Assembly of the
World Council of Churches in 1948.

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…...…...“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”…….....…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May we always be foolish enough to offer our gifts to you, Generous God, for you use
them to bring justice to the oppressed, to bring laughter to those who mourn, and to
offer wonder to little children. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 5: 1-12
5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they will see God. 9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE …...........“The Working Manual: Images and Case Studies for your life.”……….
Pastor Sommer Bower

*HYMN (Blue 555) ….……....…....….“Now Thank We All Our God”…....………………………….
Although this hymn is often used on large and festive occasions, its first two stanzas
had much humbler beginnings: they originated as a family table prayer during the
Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). These words have been associated with
this tune since the mid-17th century.

