Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Sharon and John Parks
Malcom and Anne Perry

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Blanche Palmer hospitalized due to fall
- Donald Buffaloe in a nursing home following
an illness (brother of Jim Buffaloe)
- Jim Herron (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)
diagnosed with peritoneal carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. Lois
& Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators Anne D
(India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary Please
notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like
to add someone to our prayer list and/or

Harvest of Hope
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of
Hope Food Pantry each month. The month of
February we will be collecting canned fruits .
You may drop off your donations in the office
as well. As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through
Holy Communion, we do our best to
help feed others in need.

FEBRUARY
ELDER OF THE MONTH
EARL WILLIAMS
Sunday, February 9th - The GSW Pres House Board
is meeting after worship in the church library. The
2020 GSW Pres House Board is: Fred Richmond, Earl
Williams, Sharon McFarland, Carrie Hawkins, Josh &
Katie Minich
Tuesday, February 11th , 10:30am - Magnolia
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer
Sunday, February 16th - Covered Dish lunch after
worship to meet and welcome Mary Lennox
Halfacre, the new GSW Pres House Intern.
Welcome, Mary Lennox!!
Wednesday, Feb.19th - 1st Presbyterian of Albany is
hosting the GSW Pres House lunch from 11am to
1pm (Taco soup & corn bread). You are invited!
Saturday, February 22nd - Celebration of Faith at
Lake Blackshear. Flint River Presbytery Meeting
Tues, February 25th - Session at 6:30pm
Wednesday, February 26th Ash Wednesday
Worship Service

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday,
February 2nd
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Cara Hawkins
Sunday,
February 9th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Jim Griffith

Sunday, February 16th
Ushers
Sharon Parks
(1 volunteer needed)
Radio
Cara Hawkins
Bk - Ronnie Greer
Sunday, February 23rd
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill, and
Cathy Clark
Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland

Welcome to this place of grace.
Welcome to community.
Welcome to the presence of God.
Be reconciled
to your neighbor
and to your Creator.
Forgiveness is freedom.
Be free.

Sunday, February 16, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.

Make us decrease so that you might increase,
as a watching world sees you, not us.

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE………………………………………………………………......……Camron Cummings, Organist

“So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or
sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.”
Matthew 5: 23-24
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
As we offer a welcome to stranger and friend,
as we are embraced in their kindness,
we choose to be people of life and blessing.
As we serve others in God's name,
as we receive blessings from those we do not know,
we choose to walk in God's way.
As we forgive those who have hurt us,
as we reach out to those we have harmed,
we choose to be reconciled to our sisters and brothers.
We choose to be a people of life and blessing.
*HYMN (Blue 361)………..………........“How Firm a Foundation”..……….…………..…….....….....
CALL TO CONFESSION
Whoever says he is in the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. (1 John 2:9) Our
actions speak louder than our words. Let us confess our sin before God and seek God's
mercy. Let us come to our God, speaking honestly about our lives, as we pray, saying,

Daily we declare that your priorities are ours,
even before our own needs and desires.
Every moment we live, we live for your glory—
the glory of a loving Father and a just King.
Free us of any distraction, craving or anxiety
that would keep us from fully following you.
For we acknowledge that everything we could possibly need
is yours to give us.
Remind us of our sinful brokenness and your gift of grace
as we encounter brokenness in others.
You are the answer to our every question.
You are the treasure that we desperately seek,
and it is you who invite us into your salvation,
as prodigals returning to the Father’s embrace.

Keep us upon your path of righteousness and justice,
bearing the good fruit of your Spirit,
for it is on you, Lord Jesus, that all hope is built,
For all of creation, now and forever more. Amen
~This prayer, Praying the Sermon on the Mount, is a petition and commitment inspired by Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5). It was written by Jamie Arpin-Ricci in his book
The Cost of Community.

*POSTLUDE……………….………………...………....…...…………..…..Camron Cummings, Organist

Praying the Sermon on the Mount
Lord and Creator,
let us embrace the costly blessings which you desire for us,
blessings that confound the wisdom and strength of this world.
Teach us to be your agents of preservation in a world touched by
death, and beacons of hope in a world
shrouded in darkness.
Transform us into your image through the crucible of the cross,
writing your mandates upon our hearts,
made pure by you perfect love.
Embolden us to be your ambassadors,
Living as representatives of your holy kingdom,
stirring in us your love for others, especially for those
who would seek to destroy us because of you.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God,
we confess that we have taken Your commandments
and turned them into rules.
We have criticized those who have fallen short
and selfishly proclaimed ourselves righteous.
We have failed to understand the spirit of the commandments
and the Way that was shown by You to live,
loving God and loving our neighbors.
Forgive us for turning Your law into burdens
for others and ourselves,
instead of a Way to love and freedom in You.
In the name of Christ,
who has given us the Way and leads us on, we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
You are loved.
When you love God, you love others.
When you truly lay down your life for others,
you lay down your life for God.
Give yourself to God by serving others.
Know that in God’s love there is forgiveness,
healing, and reconciliation. Amen.
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer Bower

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
*HYMN (Blue 404)………...…........“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”….................................

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 5:21-37
21 "You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, "You shall not murder';
and "whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.' 22 But I say to you that if you are
angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, "You fool,' you will be
liable to the hell of fire. 23 So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the
judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will
never get out until you have paid the last penny. 27 "You have heard that it was said,
"You shall not commit adultery.' 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a
woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right
eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 31 "It was also said, "Whoever
divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.' 32 But I say to you that
anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 33
"Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, "You shall not swear
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.' 34 But I say to you, Do not
swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is
his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not swear
by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let your word be "Yes,
Yes' or "No, No'; anything more than this comes from the evil one.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE………………………………........“Digging Deeper”…….………………………..………………...…
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…..…...“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise
Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
When we could choose to be selfish, may we share from our abundance;
when we could choose to be hoarders, let us give away all we have;
when we could choose to be broken, let us be reconciled with those around us.
Bless our lives, as well as these gifts, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 457).……….....“I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art ” ………………………
(verse 1,2,5)
I greet Thee, who my sure Redeemer art,
My only trust and Savior of my heart.
Who pain didst undergo for my poor sake;
I pray Thee from our hearts all cares to take.
Thou art the King of mercy and of grace,
Reigning omnipotent in every place:
So come, O King, and our whole being sway;
Shine on us with the light of Thy pure day.
Our hope is in no other save in Thee;
Our faith is built upon Thy promise free;
Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure,
That in Thy strength we evermore endure.
*BENEDICTION
Go now, with God's love,
we will choose to be a blessing to others.
Go now, with Christ's hope,
we will choose to serve all in need.
Go now, with the Spirit's peace,
we will choose to share life in every moment.

