Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Richard Pollette
Tim and Cathy Reynolds

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Blanche Palmer (Magnolia Manor Rehab)
- Jim Herron (has left Magnolia Manor Rehab
and is at home)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Donald Buffaloe in a nursing home following
an illness (brother of Jim Buffaloe)
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)
diagnosed with peritoneal carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl. Lois
& Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators Anne D
(India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary Please
notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like
to add someone to our prayer list and/or
request a PrayerGram.

Harvest of Hope
First Presbyterian financially supports the Harvest of
Hope Food Pantry each month. The month of
February we will be collecting canned fruits .
You may drop off your donations in the office
as well. As we are fed by our Lord Jesus through
Holy Communion, we do our best to
help feed others in need.

FEBRUARY
ELDER OF THE MONTH
EARL WILLIAMS
Sunday, February 16th - Covered Dish lunch after
worship to meet and welcome Mary Lennox
Halfacre, the new GSW Pres House Intern.
Welcome, Mary Lennox!!
Wednesday, Feb.19th - 1st Presbyterian of Albany is
hosting the GSW Pres House lunch from 11am to
1pm (Taco soup & corn bread). You are invited!
Saturday, February 22nd - Celebration of Faith at
Lake Blackshear. Flint River Presbytery Meeting
Tues, February 25th - Session at 6:30pm
Wednesday, February 26th, 6pm - Ash Wednesday
Worship Service and Dinner
Lent Bible Study Every Wednesday during Lent
(3/4,3/11,3/18,3/25) from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.4 week (Lunch locations to be announced)

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday, February 23rd
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill, and
Cathy Clark Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland
Sunday, March 1st
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara Hawkins
Sunday, March 8th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Jim Griffith

Sunday, March 15th
Ushers
Sharon Parks
Radio
Cara Hawkins
Bk - Ronnie Greer
Sunday, March 22nd
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill, and
Cathy Clark Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland
Sunday, March 29th
Ushers
(Volunteers needed)
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara Hawkins

Transfiguration is an incredible gift of story, where Jesus’ very appearance is
transformed. It is a story that belongs with the ascension narratives, an
understanding that what God is exists beyond the finitude we see and know.
Moses went up a mountain and the world was transformed around him so he
could hear God’s voice and the commandments be given to him. Elijah goes up
alive and, knowing that he can return at anytime, the Passover table holds a
place for him. Jesus joins this tradition by going up a mountain where he is
joined by the prophets, transformed by light and where God’s voice breaks
through the clouds to proclaim, “This is my beloved son; Listen to him!” These
words echo the words God proclaims at Jesus’ baptism. After Jesus’
resurrection, Peter would preach this message to anyone who would listen:
“Jesus is God’s son, the Messiah, and in him true transformation is possible. I
stake my life on this truth. I have seen it with my eyes and I have heard it with
my ears. I believe. Will you believe with me?”

Sunday, February 23, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Wednesday, February 26th

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

Ash Wednesday Worship
Service and Dinner
At 6:00 pm

PRELUDE……………………………………..…………………………......……Camron Cummings, Organist

a simple meal will be
provided by the church

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
(from Psalm 27:1, 13-14)
The Lord is my light and my salvation;
Whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in this lifetime,
Be strong, take heart, and wait for the Lord.
Come, let us worship our God,
In whom we find our rest and refuge, In whom we shall not be afraid.
*HYMN (Blue 142)…………........“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”..……….…..…….....….....
CALL TO RECONCILIATION
We wait for God to show up, and while waiting, do not notice the words we might have
spoken, the good we could have done. Let us confess to our God, who waits to
surround us with grace and hope, as we pray together, saying,
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Our judgment often becomes clouded by our foolishness, Sheltering God, and
so we make all the wrong choices. We let fancy philosophies draw us away
from your grace. The flowery words of politicians can lead us into valleys of
worry and despair. Our fears can convince us that those around us are
conspiring against us. You can take all our foolishness, Creative God, and
make us wise enough to see you among us. You take the shards of our broken
lives to recast us into a faithful people. You speak gently to us, so we can
listen to your dreams of our seeing each person as your beloved, even as
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, sees us through such eyes.

LENT LUNCH BIBLE STUDY
4 week Lent Bible Study ~ Every Wednesday
during Lent
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
(Lunch locations to be announced)

Week 1 - Wednesday, March 4th
at 11:30am - 12:30pm
Week 2 - Wednesday, March 11th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
Week 3 - Wednesday, March 18th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
Week 4 - Wednesday, March 25th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
On mountaintops and in valleys, in moments when our lives are shrouded and as well
as when we reflect Christ’s light, God is with us, declaring we are the beloved!
In this moment, in every moment, may we glimpse the grace of God which comes and
transfigures our lives. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen.
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer Bower

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.

*HYMN (Blue 145)………………..…......“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”…....................................

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

MESSAGE………………………………..........“True Change”…….…....……..……………..………………...…
Pastor Sommer Bower
*HYMN (Blue 144).……………..…...“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!” ……….…………...……….………………
(verse 1 & 4)
OFFERTORY

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Lord, it is good to be here—
to hear your word,
to share your story.
Help us see your Son for who he really is.
Help us listen to him,
receive his forgiveness,
and walk in his light. Amen.
SCRIPTURE
2 Peter 1:16-21
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his
majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was
conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased." 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while
we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 So we have the prophetic message more
fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and
women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…..…....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……........…....
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise
Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us not keep our treasures stored in the mountaintops of our fears of how others
might use them, but pour them out so they might be used to transform all those who
find themselves in the valleys of hunger, of loss, of loneliness, and of injustice.
This we ask in the name of your Beloved. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 476).………......“O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” ……...…………………
(verse 1 & 2)
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE……………….………………...………....…...……..……..…..Camron Cummings, Organist

