Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Fred and Cynthia Richmond; Tyler and Kevin
Jim and Kathi Sewell

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Blanche Palmer (has left Rehab and is at home)
- Jim Herron (has left Rehab and is at home)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Donald Buffaloe in a nursing home following an
illness (brother of Jim Buffaloe)
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)
diagnosed with peritoneal carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to
add someone to our prayer list and/or
request a PrayerGram.

Harvest of Hope
First Presbyterian financially supports the
Harvest of Hope Food Pantry each month.
In the month of March we will be collecting
Ramen Noodles as our monthly donation.
As we are fed each month by our Lord Jesus
through Holy Communion, we do our best to
help feed others in need.

MARCH
ELDER OF THE MONTH
EMILY COLLINS
Wednesday, Feb.19th - 1st Presbyterian of Albany is hosting the GSW Pres House lunch from
11am to 1pm (Taco soup & corn bread). You are
invited!
Saturday, February 22nd - Celebration of Faith
at Lake Blackshear. Flint River Presbytery
Meeting
Tues, February 25th - Session at 6:30pm
Wednesday, February 26th, 6pm Ash Wednesday Worship Service and Dinner
Lent Bible Study Every Wednesday during Lent
(3/4,3/11,3/18,3/25) from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m.4 week

First Presbyterian Church
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday, March 1st
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara Hawkins
Sunday, March 8th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Sharon McFarland
Bk - Jim Griffith
Sunday, March 15th
Ushers
Sharon Parks
Radio
Cara Hawkins
Bk - Ronnie Greer

Sunday, March 22nd
Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill,
and Cathy Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland
Sunday, March 29th
Ushers
(Volunteers needed)
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara Hawkins

God of the wilderness,
your Spirit leads us to face the truth,
unprotected and exposed:
in our times of trial
help us to resist the worship of empty power,
so that we may find our true food
in Jesus Christ, the broken bread. Amen.
~ from "Prayers for an Inclusive Church 2009", Posted on the Anglican Church of Canada website.

Sunday, March 1, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.
First Sunday of Lent
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, Organist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
(from Isaiah 43:1-3)
God says, “Do not be afraid, for I have rescued you.
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters,
I will be with you.
And through the rivers,
They shall not overwhelm you.
When you walk through the fire,
You shall not be burned, and the flame will not consume you.”
For God is the Holy One, our Savior.
Come, worship God, who leads us into life.
*HYMN (Blue 476)….................“O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! ”……….……………
(verse 1, 2, 5)
.

CALL TO RECONCILIATION
We are easily seduced by the temptations all around us. But if we are willing to trust
God and offer our confessions, God is quick to forgive us and fill us with hope.
Join me, as we pray together, saying...
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Led by the crafter of lies, Lord God, we wander into wrong-doing. We hunger
for more and more, and feel emptier and emptier. By our choices, we worship
the false gods of success, wealth, and spectacle. Have mercy on us,
God of love, and forgive us for the power we give to temptation in our
lives. Help us to become as vulnerable as Jesus, for in that vulnerability,
we find the humility to trust you in all things.

Tuesday, March 10th at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Sommer continues her monthly Bible Study at
Magnolia Manor. Come join her on the
Section 3 “Dogwood” sun porch.

Everyone is welcome to attend!

NEW DATE...
Wednesday, March 25th
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
First Presbyterian will host a
Saint Patricks' Day Lunch at the
GSW Pres House
100 William B King Dr, Americus, GA 31709

Please join us for lunch with the students
and bring a dessert to share!

LENT LUNCH BIBLE STUDY
4 week Lent Bible Study ~ Every Wednesday during Lent
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Be glad and rejoice!
We offer our thanks to God who loves us and forgives us. Amen.
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Week 1 - Wednesday, March 4th
Granny’s Kitchen (private room)
at 11:30am - 12:30pm

Week 2 - Wednesday, March 11th
Roman Oven (private room)
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
Week 3 - Wednesday, March 18th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
Monroe’s Hot Dogs (private room)
Week 4 - Wednesday, March 25th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
G.S.W. Pres House
St. Patricks’ Day theme
11:30am – 12:30pm
*Lunch is provided by our church,
but you are welcome to bring a dessert
First Presbyterian Church - (229) 924-2162
office@americuspresbyterian.org · www.americuspresbyterian.org

Pastor Sommer Bower

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
*HYMN (Blue 387)…....….……….“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us ”..............….......….......

PRAYER FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 4: 1-11
4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. 2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”5 Then the devil
took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will
command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so
that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is
written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”8 Again, the devil took him to a
very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship
the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly
angels came and waited on him.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE ………………..............“Temptation at its Best”……………..Pastor Sommer Bower
*HYMN (Blue 516)...............“Lord, We Have Come at your own Invitation”…….......…....
(verse 1)

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…......“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……….….......
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Too often, we give into the temptation to keep everything for ourselves. But you
would have us notice those who hunger for hope, as well as bread; those who are
caught in the injustices of the world; those who struggle to find themselves. And in
noticing, we become generous and loving, even as we have been graced by our
Brother and Savior, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE
Come, all baptized believers in Christ.
All: Come, for this is a table where ..all are invited and all are welcome.
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Served with trays

*BENEDICTION
Whatever wilderness the Spirit has brought you to:
walk in boldness, as a beloved child of God
walk in peace, under the shelter of the Most High
walk in faith, knowing Christ walks with you. Amen.
*POSTLUDE…………..…………...……….…………..….………………...Camron Cummings, Organist

