Prayer List
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan
Mary Mackey

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Joy Thompson
Judy and Jody Wade

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Sharon McFarland (respiratory illness)
- Blanche Palmer (has left Rehab and is at home)
- Jim Herron (has left Rehab and is at home)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Donald Buffaloe in a nursing home following an
illness (brother of Jim Buffaloe)
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)
diagnosed with peritoneal carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to
add someone to our prayer list and/or
request a PrayerGram.

Harvest of Hope
First Presbyterian financially supports the
Harvest of Hope Food Pantry each month.
In the month of March we will be collecting
Ramen Noodles as our monthly donation.
As we are fed each month by our Lord Jesus through
Holy Communion, we do our best to help
feed others in need.

MARCH
ELDER OF THE MONTH
EMILY COLLINS
4 week Lent Bible Study
Every Wednesday during Lent
(3/4,3/11,3/18,3/25) from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Tuesday, March 10th, 10:30am - Magnolia
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer

Tuesday, March 24th, 6:30pm - Session
Meeting
Wednesday, March 25th , 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
First Presbyterian will host a
Saint Patricks' Day Lunch at the
GSW Pres House

VOLUNTEERS
Sunday, March 1st
Ushers
Tom & Emily Collins
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara Hawkins

Ushers
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill,
and Cathy Reynolds
Radio
Ronnie Greer
Bk - Sharon McFarland

Sunday, March 8th
Ushers
Russ Childers
Ronnie Greer
Radio
Jim Griffith

Sunday, March 29th
Ushers
(Volunteers needed)
Radio
Jim Griffith
Bk - Cara Hawkins

Sunday, March 15th
Ushers
Sharon Parks
Radio
Cara Hawkins
Bk - Ronnie Greer
Sunday, March 22nd

A crucial aspect of the Lenten journey is the invitation to make a
choice. First, we must choose whether or not to even participate in this
journey. Ash Wednesday gives us the opportunity to say yes to that
choice. But the decisions don’t end there! On this Sunday, the second
Sunday of Lent, we hear of the Pharisee Nicodemus. Even when God’s
own Son shows us the way to salvation, like Nicodemus before us, we
have trouble choosing to accept the blessing offered.
What choice will we make today?

Sunday, March 8, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.
Second Sunday of Lent
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, Organist

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
John 3:16

Tuesday, March 10th at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Sommer continues her monthly Bible Study at
Magnolia Manor. Come join her on the
Section 3 “Dogwood” sun porch.

Everyone is welcome to attend!

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
We look for help.
Where will it come from?
Our help will come from the Lord who created the heavens and the earth.
Let us worship God, the provider of all of our needs.
*HYMN (Blue 265)…...............“Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand”………..……...………
CALL TO RECONCILIATION
When we least expect it, even when we are not ready, God comes to us, calling us
to trust, calling us to follow, calling us to set aside our foolish lives, for the grace-full
ones which are offered to us. Let us confess how often we choose not to follow,
as we pray together saying…
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord, we are such stubborn people. We want to know all the answers. When
Jesus proclaims that we can have a new life, we want to know how this is
possible. How can we get rid of the old burdens and difficulties and start over
again? How we have misunderstood what Jesus has said. New life is possible.
We can place our trust in God’s healing care. Forgive us, and help us, gracious
Lord. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

NEW DATE...
Wednesday, March 25th
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
First Presbyterian will host a
Saint Patricks' Day Lunch at the
GSW Pres House
100 William B King Dr, Americus, GA 31709

Please join us for lunch with the students
and bring a dessert to share!

LENT LUNCH BIBLE STUDY
4 week Lent Bible Study ~ Every Wednesday during Lent
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn it,
but that the world might be saved through him.
Through the saving love of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven and blessed!
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Sommer Bower

Week 1 - Wednesday, March 4th
Granny’s Kitchen (private room)
at 11:30am - 12:30pm

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.

Week 2 - Wednesday, March 11th
Roman Oven (private room)
at 11:30am – 12:30pm

*HYMN (Blue 304)…........….………….....“Jesus Loves Me!”……………………........….......….......

Week 3 - Wednesday, March 18th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
Monroe’s Hot Dogs (private room)
Week 4 - Wednesday, March 25th
at 11:30am – 12:30pm
G.S.W. Pres House
St. Patricks’ Day theme
11:30am – 12:30pm
*Lunch is provided by our church,
but you are welcome to bring a dessert
First Presbyterian Church - (229) 924-2162
office@americuspresbyterian.org · www.americuspresbyterian.org

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE
John 3: 1-17
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of
God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You
must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told
you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you
about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE ………….........“The possibility of starting over”…………..Pastor Sommer Bower

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion
of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…......“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……….…........
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
..
Through this invitation to share our gifts, we acknowledge that God has blessed us
abundantly, and that we are to be a blessing to the world. In the very act of giving, in
every act of bestowing blessings on another, we find that we are blessed yet again. In
thanksgiving and praise, we offer you our time, our money, our very selves. In these
actions, we proclaim our intention to be a blessing in your world. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 425)...................“Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining”…….............………
(verse 1&4)
*BENEDICTION
As you leave this place, lift up your eyes to the Lord!
The One who sent Jesus Christ,
as salvation for all the world, will never desert you.
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in,
from this time on, and forevermore.
Go now in peace, with God’s blessing.
*POSTLUDE…………..…………...……….…………..….………………....Camron Cummings, Organist

