
   

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Prayer List 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 
 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                      Rev. Bill Gettys                        
Mary Mackey                               Nancy Miller 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Bob and B.J. Bryan  
Jim and Pat Buffaloe 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
-Nelda Priddy (Camron Cummings’ Nana) 
diagnosed with lupus) 

- Blanche Palmer (has left Rehab and is at home) 
- Jim Herron  (has left Rehab and is at home) 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's  
in-laws) - Steve has ALS  
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)  
   diagnosed  with peritoneal carcinoma 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)  

 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  

Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or 
office@americuspresbyterian.org if you would like to 

add someone to our prayer list and/or  
request a PrayerGram.  

Harvest of Hope  
First Presbyterian financially supports the  
Harvest of Hope Food Pantry each month.   

In the month of March  we will be collecting  
Ramen Noodles as our monthly donation.  

As we are fed each month by our Lord Jesus through 
Holy Communion, we do our best to help 

 feed others in need. 

Sunday, March 1st  
Ushers  
Tom & Emily Collins 
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara Hawkins 
 

Sunday, March 8th 
Ushers  
Russ Childers 
Ronnie Greer 
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
 

Sunday, March 15th 
Ushers 
Sharon Parks  
Radio 
Cara Hawkins 
Bk - Ronnie Greer 
 

Sunday, March 22nd 
Ushers 
Bill Krenson, Pat Hill, 
and Cathy Reynolds 
Radio 
Ronnie Greer 
Bk - Sharon McFarland 
 

Sunday, March 29th 
Ushers 
(Volunteers needed) 
Radio 
Jim Griffith 
Bk - Cara Hawkins 
 

Sunday, April 5th  
Ushers  
Tom & Emily Collins 
Radio 
Sharon McFarland 
BK - Jim Griffith 

 

4 week Lent Bible Study  
Every Wednesday during Lent 

(3/4,3/11,3/18,3/25) from 
 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

 

Tuesday, March 10th, 10:30am - Magnolia 
Manor Bible Study with Pastor Sommer 
 

Tuesday, March 24th, 6:30pm - Session 
Meeting 
 

Wednesday, March 25th , 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
First Presbyterian will host a 

Saint Patricks' Day Lunch at the 
 GSW Pres House - CANCELLED 

MARCH 
ELDER OF THE MONTH 

EMILY COLLINS 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Encounters with Jesus 
Draw me today into fresh encounters with Jesus, O God. 

Make me a servant of love 
so that others may know how much You love them 

and I may know how much You love me. 
Let me not be afraid of new pastures, 

whether they be green or brown or parched. 
And as I pass through whatever the day’s valleys, 

keep my head lifted up to the mountain, 
from whence my help comes. 

Never let me forget the people Jesus welcomed… 
the greedy and the great, 

the bad and the good, 
the respected and the cheats. 

Even as the world becomes more callous and chaotic, 
may I never underestimate Your capacity 

to fashion the miraculous from the monstrous, 
even to make me a choice masterpiece 

from the mire and the clay. 
 ~ written by Leonard Sweet,  

posted on “Preach the Story.com” 



 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 

RADIO 

Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

  

FACEBOOK 

You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  
where you can see and hear Pastor Sommer deliver the message in  

person. Visit: for live stream at 11:00 a.m. on the church  
Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 

 

CHURCH WEBSITE  

If you can't participate in the 11:00 am live worship stream,  
after the live streaming is complete, the Worship Service will be on our 

church website www.americuspresbyterian.org  
 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
Please mail your offerings to:  

First Presbyterian Church 
125 S. Jackson St. 

Americus, GA 31709 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org


 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

Lent Over Lunch Digital Bible Study 
Wednesdays during Lent 

11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Live Streaming the "Lent over Lunch" Bible Study on Facebook live 

Church Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/) 

 

 Can't participate in the 11:30am live stream? 

 No problem! 

 

After the live streaming is complete, the Bible Study will be on our church 
website (www.americuspresbyterian.org), 

as well on our  
Church Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, March  22, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.  
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

Listen to us every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m. on WISK radio 98.7 on your  
radio dial. Weekly sermons can also be downloaded from our web site. 

 www.americuspresbyterian.org 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                       Camron Cummings, Organist  

  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP        

Awaken from Your slumber, 
and bring Your fears and anxieties 
into the presence of the Lord our God. 

Hear the call of our Shepherd, 
and allow His voice 
to lead from selfish ambition 
to the feast of grace. 

May the light of Christ 
shine into the hidden darkness of our lives 
and restore us 
for the service of the Lord. 

Come let us worship God. 
 

*HYMN #138…......................“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”……….…….....……...….                                       
(verse 1 & 3) 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in there Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love and purity. 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
“Be still in the presence of the Lord, 

and wait patiently for him to act.” Psalm 37: 7 
 

https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/%20
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/%20


 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, help me to relax. 
 

Take from me the tension 
that makes peace impossible. 
Take from me the fears 
that do not allow me to venture. 
Take from me the worries 
that blind my sight. 
Take from me the distress 
that hides your joy. 
 

Help me to know 
that I am with you, 
that I am in your care, 
that I am in your love, 
that you and I are one. 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

 
 

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                           Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 

*HYMN (GLORY TO GOD #684)….......“Faith begins by Letting Go”………….…........…....... 
Faith begins by letting go, giving up what had seemed sure,  

taking risks and pressing on, Though the way feels less secure;  
pilgrimage both right and odd, trusting all our life to God. 

 

Faith endures by holding on, keeping memory’s roots alive so that hope may bear its fruit; 
Promise fed, our souls will thrive, not through merit we possess but by God’s great faithfulness. 

 

 Faith matures by reaching out, stretching minds, enlarging hearts, sharing struggles,  
living prayer, binding up the broken parts;  

till we find the common place ripe with witness to God’s grace. 

 

Lest we think 
the blessing 

is not 
in the mud. 

 
 Lest we think 

the blessing 
is not 

in the mire, 
the grime, 
the muck. 

 
Lest we think 

that God 
cannot reach 

deep into the things 
of earth, 

cannot bring forth 
the blessing 

that shimmers 
within the sludge, 
cannot anoint us 

with a tender 
and grimy grace. 

 
 Lest we think 

that God 
will not use the ground 

to create us 
once again, 

to cleanse us 
of our unseeing, 

to open our eyes upon 
this ordinary 

and stunning world. 
~ written by Jan L. Richardson 

posted on “The Painted Prayerbook.”   

 

 

 

.. 



 Blessing of Mud 
(poem inspired by John 9: 1-41) 

 

 
Lest we think 
the blessing 

is not 
in the dirt. 

 
 Lest we think 

the blessing 
is not 

in the earth 
beneath our feet. 

 
Lest we think 
the blessing 

is not 
in the dust 

 
like the dust 

that God scooped up 
at the beginning 

and formed 
with God’s 
two hands 

and breathed into 
with God’s own 

breath. 
 

Lest we think 
the blessing 

is not 
in the spit. 

 
 

 

 

 

.. 

 

 

 

.. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

In the light of God, all is made clear. We see how much God loves us and how much God 
loves all people. We see Christ, the Light of the World, in Scripture and in our lives; and 

although we once were blind, now we see! 
 

SCRIPTURE                         John 9:1-41  
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 
be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 
is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of  
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they 
kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called 
Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I 
went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 
“I do not know.”13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He 
said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But 
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were  
divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was 
your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews did not believe that he 
had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who 
had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor 
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for  
himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of 
the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 



24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28 Then 
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know 
where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 
will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 
of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do  
nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying 
to teach us?” And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, 
and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He  
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to 
him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord I 
believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment 
so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 
blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 
not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

MESSAGE ……………………............“Uniquely suited”………………..…..Pastor Sommer Bower 
 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                    Apostles’ Creed  
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth  and in  
 Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead 
 and buried; he descended into hell;  the third day he rose again from the 
 dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
 Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
 saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life   
 everlasting. Amen  

 

 

 

.. 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…….....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……..…........ 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here  

below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

God of true sight, 
We give you thanks for guiding us to this place: 

where we may rest beside the still waters 
of your grace. 

We worship you with all that we are, 
and we bless your name for all that we will be 

as we continue on our journey— 
a journey that leads us to your kingdom, 

where we will dwell with you forever. 
We offer you these gifts, 

that you might bless them and send them out 
into the valley of the shadow of death, 

and everywhere in need of your light. Amen. 
 

*HYMN (Blue 404)......................“Precious Lord, Take My Hand ”..…….......................…… 
Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, help me stand; 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light; Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 
 

When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near; 
When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, Hold my hand lest I fall; 
Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

 

 

*BENEDICTION        
 

*POSTLUDE…………..………...……….…………..….…….……………....Camron Cummings, Organist 

 

    


