PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Trey Norton
Terry McDonald

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
-Thomas Brown (Cathy Clark Reynolds cousin)
has tested positive for COVID-19
-Nelda Priddy (Camron Cummings’ Nana)
diagnosed with lupus)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's
in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson)
diagnosed with peritoneal carcinoma
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
Works Cited:
“Liturgy created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org.”

A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:
RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
where you can see and hear Pastor Sommer deliver the message in
person. Visit: for live stream at 11:15 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you can't participate in the 11:00 am live worship stream,
after the live streaming is complete, the Worship Service will be on our church
website www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
Please mail your offerings to:
First Presbyterian Church
125 S. Jackson St.
Americus, GA 31709

Here’s a prayer of inspired by Jesus’ comment to his disciples at the Last Supper
and their response: “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with
me.” … “Surely, not I?” (Mark 14:18-19). It was written by Steve Garnaas-Holmes and
posted on "Unfolding Light."

Prayer: Surely Not I?
(inspired by Mark 14:18-19)

Surely.
I would never betray you, never deny you.
Surely?
Beloved,
give me the faith to doubt
my righteousness.
..
Give me the assurance
to question,
to examine myself honestly,
to ask.

Give me the confidence to wonder
how I might betray your perfect love,
to see.
Give me grace to confess
how my promises are broken, my heart
broken.

April 9th - 7:00 - 7:30 pm
Tune in to WISK radio 98.7
www.americusradio.com
Facebook Live Stream
https://www.facebook.com/
fpcamericus/

Give me the peace to be troubled
by my smugness,
and repent.
Open my eyes to see that you see,
you know, and knowing, you keep right on
eating with me.

Sunday, April 5, 2020 - 11:00 a.m.
Palm Sunday

*HYMN (#88)...............................“All Glory, Laud and Honor”..………...............................

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print
PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, Organist

We Dare to Hope

We are entering Holy Week in the midst of a COVID-19 outbreak in our
world, most of us at home. How do we welcome Christ into our homes in
this time? How do we prepare for the One who Reigns in our hearts? We
remember that the kingdom of God is not of this world. We remember that
God is present with us no matter where we are. As the residents of
Jerusalem long ago came out to welcome Jesus, the hope of a new king
while they were being oppressed by the Roman Empire seemed far-fetched,
with Pilate in town to make sure there were no revolts during the Passover.
Yet they dared to hope. We dare to hope for the reign of God to be present
in our lives now while we remain in isolation—or for those who are
essential workers, while they risk their lives to make our lives continue on
through necessary services. We all, together in spirit though separated by
physical space, dare to hope for the reign of God.
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION
..
*POSTLUDE…………..………...………………..….…….…….....……....Camron
Cummings, Organist

CALL TO WORSHIP
(from Psalm 118:1, 26-27a, 28-29)
O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good,
God’s steadfast love endures forever.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is our God, and God has given us light.
You are my God, and I will give thanks to You.
You are my God, and I will extol you.
O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good,
God’s steadfast love endures forever.

*HYMN (#89)..........................“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”…………………….......……….........

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some
of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of
them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him
to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51 At that
moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out
of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the
centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was
God’s Son!” 55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had
followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE………………..…..“This is the Lentiest Lent I have ever Lented”………….....…...…….
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
Duet with Camron Cummings and Ashton Cummings Polley

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)…….....“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……..…........
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
As we offer these gifts, Holy One,
May we be as generous with others as you are with us, we pray. Amen.

24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning,
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of
this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 ..Then the people as a whole answered, “His
blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them; and after
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the
governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole
cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and after
twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him,
they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away
to crucify him.
32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed
with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down
there and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”38 Then two bandits were crucified
with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by derided him,
shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in
three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In
the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking
him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let
him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God;
let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44 The bandits
who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We confess O God that we are broken. We are not together physically. We
..
are struggling and suffering in this world,
in this time of isolation. However,
we confess, O God, that You are our healer. You are the one who unites, who
binds us together. We confess that we feel lost, in an unfamiliar time, with an
unknown future. But we also confess, O God, that we have an opportunity to
learn the needs of our neighbors more clearly, to listen to one another more
deeply. We confess, O God, that at times we are finding more spaces to rest.
We confess that we are also exhausted. We confess all the ways that we are
distressed, ill at ease, where we struggle with the space we are in; we also
confess the simple pleasures we have found in activities we have more time
for. In all this weirdness, O God, help us to find You, to welcome You in our
lives, to know that Your reign is not of this world. Remind us that this will be
temporary, but Your reign is eternal. In the name of Christ, who knows our
isolation, who knows what it is like to struggle to find rest, who knows our
needs in this time, we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God’s steadfast love endures forever. No matter what you are going through, no
matter what difficulties you face, know that you are loved deeply by God. You matter to
God. The hairs on your head are accounted for. Breathe deeply into the Spirit of Life,
give thanks for your life, and bless one another. Care for one another.
Love one another. Know that God’s steadfast love will endure beyond what
we are going through now. God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.

*HYMN (#91)….....................“Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!”…………...……..…........….......

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Hosanna! Save us, O God. Save us from temptation. Save us from our tempers,
our short fuses and bad moods. Save us from despair. Save us from
hopelessness. Hosanna! Save us, O God. Save us from giving up. Save us from
not planning ahead. Save us from worry. Save us from fear. Hosanna! Save us,
O God. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed are you,
Lord Jesus, who came into our world as one of us, who died as one of us, and
who lives again. May we seek Your reign on earth as it is in heaven. Hosanna
in the Highest! This we pray, in the name of our Lord and Savior, who taught
us to pray….
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Matthew 27: 11-54

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief
priests and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear
how many accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 15 Now at the
festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone
whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus
Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me
to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he
realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was
sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that
innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about
him.” 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said,
“Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

