PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

First Presbyterian Church

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Camron Cummings
Darryl and Cara Hawkins; Carrie Hawkins
Ella Hawkins

Good Shepherd Sunday
May 3, 2020

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Family of David Bankston, who passed away Friday, April 24th.
Cards/Condolences may be sent to 110 Glenwood Road, Americus, GA 31709
-The family of Tony Miles (Gloria Johnson’s brother)
who passed away on his 80th birthday following a long illness.
- Update: Cathy Clark Reynolds' cousin Rhys Probert who has COVID-19 in Wales is
doing well and Cathy is grateful for the many prayers he has received
- Gloria Johnson’s brother Basil Miles has COVID-19 in New York
- Jim Buffalo, who has an eye infection
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Pastor Sommer will be leading communion on the radio and on
our church Facebook livestream. You are invited to participate
in communion wherever you are. Traditionally, any bread
product (sliced bread, whole loaves, flatbread, pita, matzo
crackers, rolls, any crackers, etc.) and any "fruit of the
vine" (juices made from grapes) are acceptable to use for the
Lord's Supper. As a community of faith, we will all celebrate
communion together in worship this morning.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

*BENEDICTION

(Psalm 23, John 10)
We have been refreshed and restored.
We have been called and guided.
Let us go forth knowing who our true shepherd is,
following his path, secure in the knowledge
that goodness and mercy will follow us
all the days of our life. Amen.

*POSTLUDE……………….…………..…..…..…..…….…...……………...Camron Cummings, Organist

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
where you can see and hear Pastor Sommer deliver the message in
person. Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

Beatitudes for a Covid-19 World
Blessed are the maskwearers,
who help prevent passing on of illness.
Blessed are the maskmakers,
who are blessing us with their craft.

CHURCH WEBSITE

Blessed are the ones on the front lines,
who are doing their part to slow the spread, care for the sick,
and provide emergency support.

If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

Blessed are the grocery laborers, the sanitation workers,
the hospital janitors—
essential workers who make our lives possible.

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website
through a secure portal hosted by Presbyterian Foundation:
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
or
Mail your offerings to:
First Presbyterian Church
125 S. Jackson St.
Americus, GA 31709

Blessed are all who stay home.
Blessed are the stressed out, the tired, the anxious, the lonely—
for we are alone together.
Blessed are you when you lose it—
because you are human.
You are loved, and God will see us through.
“by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org.”

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)………..“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……...............
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
There are those who have no place to rest, may our gifts provide shelter.
There are those who are parched for justice, may our generosity quench their thirst.
There are those who wander the streets alone and afraid, may our blessings provide a
way. There are those who are in the valleys of suffering, may offer ourselves as
companions on the journey. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 379).………......“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”…………………………………….
My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and Righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand.
His oath, His covenant, His blood Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand.
When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found,
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand, All other ground is sinking sand.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
We are celebrating communion today by intinction.
As you dip the bread into the juice, be reminded that Jesus’
resurrection from the dead means new life for you as well.
Rejoice in the mercy and the salvation
found in the empty tomb.

Sunday, May 3, 2020- 11:00 a.m.
Good Shepherd Sunday
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, Organist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
We are the church.
We join our hearts together.
We listen for the word of God through scripture.
We feel each other’s joy and sorrow as we share in prayer together.
Today, we will break bread together, and remember we are one,
Though we cannot be together; we are the church,
And we gather across time and space to worship God now.
*HYMN (Blue 150)..............”Come, Christians, Join to Sing”………….…………….….…….……..
Come, Christians, join to Sing Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice, Before His throne rejoice;
Praise is His gracious choice; Alleluia! Amen!
Come, lift your hearts on high; Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen!
He is our guide and friend; To us He’ll condescend;
His love shall never end; Alleluia! Amen!

Praise yet our Christ again; Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s blissful shore His goodness we’ll adore,
Singing for evermore, Alleluia! Amen!
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Psalm 23, 1 John 3
Good Shepherd, we take your care for granted. In the midst of your many
blessings, we complain of not having enough. In the presence of danger,
we fail to trust your abiding love. Call us back into your care and help us
trust your caring presence, that our actions may proclaim your truth. Amen.

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Psalm 23
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives.
God forgives our failures and calls us back into the flock.
People of God, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.
*HYMN (Blue 387)…..………...“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”..……………....………………...
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou has bought us, Thine we are.
Thou has promised to receive us, Poor and sinful though we be;
Thou has mercy to relieve us, Grace to cleanse, and power to free:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to Thee;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Early let us turn to Thee.
Early let us seek Thy favor; Early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior, With Thy love our bosoms fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou has loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou has loved us, love us still.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Holy One, as we turn to You, turn our hearts to each other. May we reach out and
check in with those we haven’t heard from, to offer a listening ear, and to share the
Good News. May we seek to learn how we might pray for each other, how we might
help one another, and how we can reflect Your image in the world. Holy One, shine in
us Your love, so we might be shining lights of Your reflection around the world. This
we pray, in the name of our Savior who taught us to pray…

OLD TESTAMENT READING:
Psalm 23 (King James Version)
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou
art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord for ever.
NEW TESTAMENT READING:
John 10:1-10 (NRSV)
"Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought
out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know
his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do
not know the voice of strangers." 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they
did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again Jesus said to them, "Very
truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me
will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE

OFFERTORY

“Comfort Squash Casserole, with just a smidge of brown sugar, honey’
Pastor Sommer Bower

