
PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                      Rev. Bill Gettys                        Mary Mackey                               
Nancy Miller     

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Jim and Nancy Herron 
Nate Herron; Mitch and Riley 

 
 
 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Family of David Bankston, who passed away Friday, April 24th.  

Cards/Condolences may be sent to 110 Glenwood Road, Americus, GA 31709 
- Update: Cathy Clark Reynolds' cousin Rhys Probert who has COVID-19 in Wales is 

doing well and Cathy is grateful for the many prayers he has received 
- Gloria Johnson’s brother Basil Miles has COVID-19 in New York 

- Jim Buffalo, who has an eye infection 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS  

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  

if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Worship!  
We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love. 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 



 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 

 
 
 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

where you can see and hear Pastor Sommer deliver the message in  
person. Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website  

through a secure portal hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: 
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

or 
 Mail your offerings to:  

First Presbyterian Church 
125 S. Jackson St. 

Americus, GA 31709 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR HEALTHCARE WORKERS DURING THE PANDEMIC 

 
Loving God, 

we place into your care 
all our doctors, nurses and healthcare workers. 

 
 

Give them courage of heart 
and strength of mind and body. 

 
 

Keep them safe from harm. 
 

May they know our deep gratitude 
for all they are doing 

to heal and help those affected by 
the coronavirus. 

 
 

God of all consolation 
may they know your protection and peace. 

 
 

Bless them in these challenging days 
and bless their families. 

 

Amen. 

Sunday, May 10, 2020- 11:00 a.m.  
 Sunday Worship  

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                       Camron Cummings, Organist 

 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                   Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP : Apart but Together 
Spirit of life and love, 
we gather together in different ways this morning, 
from computer screens, 
from telephones, 
from car radios; 
we gather, 
reaching out across the wires, 
waving from a safe distance, 
to come together in religious community. 

 

 From living room to front porch to car seat, 
we gather as we are able, 
ready to be of service to each other, 
to the world, 
ready to build the community of hope and of love, 
as we face this bright morning.  

 

 We are apart, 
but we are together, 
offering our love, 
our commitment, 
our hope, 
and our prayers, 
In service to one another and this world. 

 

 It is a new way, 
but an old way, 
that we come together in worship today. 

  



*HYMN (Blue 138)...........“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”……….………..……….….. 
 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea, 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 

Only thou art holy, there is none beside thee, 
Perfect in power, in love and purity. 

 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Loving God, we confess that at times we don’t know the way. We have become 
lost in fear, scattered in hopelessness. We have forgotten how to listen for Your 
voice. We demand signs that this will end, answers to how to move forward,  
because uncertainty is too heavy a burden. And yet, You have shown us the way, 
the truth, and the life, through Your son Jesus. You have shown us the way of 
love. You have shown us that our acts of love are powerful, able to overcome 
fear and hopelessness. Remind us of who You have called us to be, and what 
You have called us to do: love one another. In the name of Christ, who has 
shown us the way, we pray all things. Amen.  

 

ACCEPTANCE OF FORGIVENESS        
We know that the way, the truth, and the life is love, and that love has been made 

known to us in Christ Jesus. We are forgiven, loved, and restored. 
 In Christ we find rest, we find hope, and we are not alone.  

We belong to Christ, and to one another.  
Live into Christ’s ways of love and peace, and God will see you through.   
     Amen.                                               

  

Special Prayer for Mother’s Day 

 
 

The prophet Isaiah said, “As a mother comforts her child, so I will  
comfort you.” Mothering God, we cherish Your great love for us. 

 As the Creator, You made us in Your image, and called  
life from the earth and water. In baptism, we are born anew, from water and 

Spirit, and Your love and care are made known to us as we grow in faith.  
 
 

We give You thanks for those who have been mothers and  
stepmothers in our lives, for grandmothers and aunts and all those who have 

been like mothers to us, who have shown us Your comfort and courage,  
peace and strength. 

 
 

God of Peace, we acknowledge that this day that was originally created for 
mothers grieving the loss of their children in war. We grieve with all who have 
lost a child, who have struggled with fertility issues, who have had to give up 

children in foster care and adoption.  
 

May Your love surround us, hold us in these tender times. 
Loving God, we hold tenderly the ones who have difficult relationships with 

their mothers, for those who have separated in relationship.  
 
 

We weep with those who are missing their mothers. 
In these difficult times, O God, we know the distance that separates us, the 

physical distance for safety, the distance of time for those gone, the distance of 
fading memories. We know the distance of estrangement.  

We pray for healing wherever possible, O God, for forgiveness wherever  
possible, and for the hope that You bring in our lives. 

Hold us, Loving Parent, in Your healing hands, on this day. Amen. 

  
by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell  

rev-o-lution.org 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN (Blue 464).……………..“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”……………….....……………… 

 

Joyful, joyful, we adore You, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, 
Opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the gloom of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 

 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 

Center of unbroken praise; 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain 

Call us to rejoice in Thee! 
 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, 
Which the morning stars began; 
Love divine is reigning o’er us, 

Joining all in heaven’s plan. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 

Victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music leads us sunward 

In the triumph song of life. 
 
 

*BENEDICTION         
 
 
*POSTLUDE……………….…………...…..…..…….…...……………...Camron Cummings, Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                              Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen 
 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 
 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 482)…..……………....“Praise Ye the Lord ”..…………………......………………... 

 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, 
now to his temple draw near; 

join me in glad adoration! 
 

Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 

Hast thou not seen 
how thy desires e'er have been 
granted in what He ordaineth? 

 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen 
sound from his people again; 
gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
God, creator of all of us, 
thank you for your love for us from the beginning of time. 
You formed us when we were in our mother’s wombs, 
you knit us together lovingly, 
your devotion to us has not failed, 
your care has followed us our whole life long. 
All we are and all we have, we owe to you, 
and so on this, the Lord’s Day, 
in this house devoted to your glory, 
we give honor to you 
with our hearts and hands and voices. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
This we pray, in the name of our Savior who taught us to pray… 
 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:                                                      Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
1 In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame; in your  
righteousness deliver me. 2 Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of 
refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me. 3 You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 
for your name's sake lead me and guide me, 4 take me out of the net that is hidden for 
me, for you are my refuge. 5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed 
me, O Lord, faithful God.  
 

15 My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and  
persecutors. 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.
             

NEW TESTAMENT READING:       John 14:1-14 

1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my  
Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also 

4 And you know the way to the place where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, 
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to 
him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him." 8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 
you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, "Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the  
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do  
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE………………………...“Now is the time to Dig Deep’……………………………………………
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)……….“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……............... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here  

below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


