PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Mary Mackey

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith responding to God’s call.
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Finding God

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Pat Hill
Lois and Tim Hunter

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Richard Pollette’s cousin Richard Deal has been admitted to a hospital in North
Augusta for shortness of breath, headache, chronic fatigue syndrome.
- Update: Cathy Clark Reynolds' cousin Rhys Probert who has COVID-19 in Wales is
doing well and Cathy is grateful for the many prayers he has received
- Update: Gloria Johnson’s brother Basil Miles has now tested negative
for COVID-19 and is doing well.
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
“Liturgy created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org.”

We worship the God who inhabits our world
and indwells our lives.
We need not look up to find God,
we need only to look around:
within ourselves,
beyond ourselves,
into the eyes of another.
We need not listen for a distant thunder to find God,
we need only listen to the music of life,
the words of children,
the questions of the curious,
the rhythm of a heartbeat.
We worship the God who inhabits our world
and who indwells our lives.
~ posted on the Presbyterian Church USA website: www.pcusa.org

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
where you can see and hear Pastor Sommer deliver the message in
person. Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website
through a secure portal hosted by Presbyterian Foundation:
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
or
Mail your offerings to:
First Presbyterian Church
125 S. Jackson St.
Americus, GA 31709

Sunday, May 17, 2020- 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Giver of all gifts,
we are grateful for your every blessing
and for your presence through all of life—
in our joys and fears,
and in our hopes and dreads.
We pray for those who do not know
the consolation of your presence in their lives,
asking that you reveal yourself to them
through the gifts we have given
and through the lives we live.
Reveal yourself, O God,
that all your children
may find their true home in you. Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 372, insert).……….....“Lord, I Want to be a Christian”…………….....……………

*BENEDICTION
Wherever we are, we are in God.
Wherever we are, we are in Christ,
and Christ is in us.
Wherever we are, the Spirit abides with us and in us.
We go forth in peace and hope,
upheld by God in every way.
Let us go forth in faithfulness and trust.
*POSTLUDE……………….…………...…..…..…….…...……....………...Camron Cummings, Organist

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, Organist

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP

God who made the world and everything in it,
God is Lord of heaven and earth.
God does not live in shrines made of human hands,
God gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.
In God, we live and move and have our being,
And we are God’s children.
Come, worship God,
who has been made known to us
In Jesus Christ our Lord.
*HYMN (Blue 288, insert)..............“I Sing the Mighty Power of God ”………...….......….…..

SCRIPTURE READING
Acts 17:22-31
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked
carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
inscription, "To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I
proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord
of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all nations to
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one
of us.
28 For "In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets
have said, "For we too are his offspring.' 29 Since we are God's offspring, we ought not
to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance,
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE………………………............“Unknown God’………...……………Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)……….“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……...............
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

*HYMN (Blue 485).....................”To God Be the Glory“..............................................
To God be the glory, great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life gate that we may go in.
Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he has done!
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain]
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
God of Steadfast Love, fear is moving fast in our world. The fear of power and control,
the fear of disease, the fear of losing jobs and healthcare and education. Most of all,
the fear of losing all that we had, the way of life we once took for granted, has shaken
us to our core. Fear has wrapped its tendrils around us, but Your love helps us to shake
free. Your steadfast love helps us to move forward boldly in faith, knowing that You
overcame the worst of our fears at the cross. Nothing can ever be the same, but with
You, we know that we can embrace the new life ahead. May Your steadfast love be
made known to us, now and always, but especially during our times of trial. In Jesus’
name we pray, who taught us to pray…
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, we confess to You that we have made idols of money, of
careers, of celebrities that we admire, of worldly measures of success.
Forgive us. Call us into accountability, to strip away what this world has held
us to, and instead to full embrace Your reign and to live into Your way, Your
truth, and Your life. In the name of Christ, who leads us from fear into hope,
we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
You are not alone. When the ways of this world press down on you, Christ takes
upon your yoke. When the fears in this world entrap you, faith opens the door.
When despair sucks the air out of the room, the Spirit blows in. You are not forgotten.
You are loved, and Your strength is renewed by the faith and love of others.
You can do this. You will make it. You are not alone, for we are all with you,
and Christ is with you. Amen.
RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors.

