
PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                      Rev. Bill Gettys                        Mary Mackey                               
Nancy Miller     

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Lily Ingle 
Gloria Johnson 

 
 
 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Continue to keep Schley and Karen Gatewood in your prayers as they  

shelter in place in their new home in North Carolina! 
 (new address: 311 Marion Street, Mt.Airy, NC 27030)  

- Richard Pollette’s cousin Richard Deal has been admitted to a hospital in North  
Augusta for shortness of breath, headache, chronic fatigue syndrome. 

- Update: Cathy Clark Reynolds' cousin Rhys Probert who has COVID-19 in Wales is 
doing well and Cathy is grateful for the many prayers he has received 

- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS  
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  

if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

A community of faith responding to God’s call. 
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ. 

 
Ascension Sunday is a time to recognize God’s glory 
and rule over the earth. Jesus has been given power 

and dominion over all things. This Sunday, we  
highlight this regal Jesus, our humble King of kings. 

The music and atmosphere of worship this day reflects 
the reign of the ascended Christ over all things. It 

should also draw us to a place where we recognize that 
our calling comes from the most high: we must search 

for the hope to which God has called us. 



 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 

 
 
 
 
 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

where you can see and hear Pastor Sommer deliver the message in  
person. Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website  

through a secure portal hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: 
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

or 
 Mail your offerings to:  

First Presbyterian Church 
125 S. Jackson St. 

Americus, GA 31709 

SPECIAL PRAYER 

 IN REMEMBRANCE 

 OF MEMORIAL DAY  

 

As we remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice  
for the freedoms we enjoy every day,  

we think of how they have served others.  
 

Please hold our servicemen and women in your strong arms.  
 

Cover them with your sheltering grace and your presence  
as they stand in the gap for our protection.   

 

We remember the families of our troops.  
 

We ask for your unique blessings to fill their homes, and we pray 
your peace, provision, and strength will fill their lives.   

 

May the members of our armed forces be supplied with courage to 
face each day and may they trust in the Lord's mighty power to  

accomplish each task.  
 

Let our military brothers and  
sisters feel our prayers and support.  

 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 24, 2020- 11:00 a.m.  
 Ascension Sunday Worship  

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit 
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print 

 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                        Camron Cummings, Organist 
“It is gratefulness that makes the great. However, we often lack the strength  

to be grateful, the courage to answer, the ability to pray. 
Prayer clarifies our hopes and intentions. It helps us discover our true  

aspirations, the pangs we ignore, the longings we forget.  
It is an act of self-purification, a quarantine for the soul.” 

 ~Jewish Bible scholar Abraham Heschel 

Written circa 1945 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                     Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Clap your hands, all you peoples! 
Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 
God reigns over the whole earth. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises, 

 For God reigns over the whole earth! 
 

*HYMN (Blue 142).............“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”……...…...................….….. 
 

All Hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him Lord of all! 
Bring forth the royal diadem, And crown Him Lord of all! 

 

Let chosen seed of Israel’s race, Ye ransom from the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, And crown him Lord of all! 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, And crown Him Lord of all! 

 

Let every kindred, every tribe, On this terrestrial ball! 
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all! 
To Him all majesty ascribe, And crown Him Lord of all! 

 

O that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all! 
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Almighty God, we confess we often focus on the wrong thing too often. We 
end up focused on the wrong things, looking back instead of looking forward. 
Remind us that we are not alone. Remind us that Your perfect love casts out 
fear. Restore us, O God, so we may know Your steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen and Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
God is on the move. God is by our side. God is with us. 

Know that God’s love enfolds you, and covers you, and is with you always. 
You are God’s beloved child. You are forgiven and restored. 

Share the good news. Share God’s love and forgiveness. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS (Blue 579)                                                              Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen  

 
 
 
 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
 and also with you 
Let us share the peace of Christ with our neighbors. 
 
 

*HYMN (Blue 151, insert)..............”Crown Him with Many Crowns”................................ 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Rider of the Ancient Heavens, we look to the old stories that our ancestors trusted, and 
we find new meaning for our lives. May we remember our roots. May we still tremble 
when we consider all You have made, all You have done, and all You are continuing to 
do in our lives. For as psalm 68 declared, You ride across the skies, You provide for the 
needy, You marched before our ancestors in the wilderness. You are the father of  
orphans, protectors of widows, and provider for those imprisoned. You are our God,  
ancient and holy, and new as the day. We hold You in awe and wonder. We pray in the 
name of Christ, who taught us to pray… 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE………..……….........“Poor Pirates. That’s not the life for me”............…...…………… 
Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

OFFERTORY  
 
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Blue 592)……….“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”……............... 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here  

below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bless these gifts, O Lord of all, that we might worship you with great joy and serve 
your people with great love. In Christ’s name, amen. 

 
 

*HYMN (Blue 561, insert).……...........“My Country, Tis of Thee”……………...........…………… 

 
*BENEDICTION         

People of God, receive the blessing of Jesus Christ 
and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Go now to live in Christian love 

and witness to the power of forgiveness 
in your homes, in your community, 

even to the ends of the earth, 
until that day when Christ returns in glory. Amen. 

 
 
*POSTLUDE……………….…………...…..…..…….…...……....………...Camron Cummings, Organist 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    
The word of God speaks to our hearts. 

The word of God speaks to our community. 
The word of God speaks to our nation. 
The word of God speaks to our world. 

May God give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation as we come to know Christ. 
Lord, help us know the glorious hope to which you have called us through your word. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                       Acts 1:6-14 
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you 
will restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or 
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9 When he had said this, as they 
were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. 11 They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven." 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away. 13 
When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew 
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain 
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Psalm 68: 7-10 
O God, when you went out before your people, 
    when you marched through the wilderness, Selah 
the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain 
     at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
     at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; 
      you restored your heritage when it languished; 
your flock found a dwelling in it; 
      in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

 

 

 

 


