First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith responding to God’s call.
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

We Welcome You Back
to In-person Worship
Sunday, June 21, 2020

WAYS TO WORSHIP:
We ask your blessing upon fathers who have lost children
through accident and tragedy,
that they may have your continuing strength and courage.

IN-PERSON
Christ-centered reopening of in-person worship
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus, Sunday, June 21st at 11:00 am

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
where you can see and hear Pastor Sommer deliver the message in
person. Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website
through a secure portal hosted by Presbyterian Foundation:
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
or
Mail your offerings to:
First Presbyterian Church
125 S. Jackson St.
Americus, GA 31709

We remember our fathers who have died
and for the unique way they revealed for us your love.
We ask that you keep them in your care
until the time comes for us to join them in your Kingdom.
And we ask your blessing upon the fathers
standing here before us.

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.
Give them the strength
to live the faithful and loving lives
you call them to live.
Protect and guide them.
Keep them in your care
and grant that their children may always honor them
with a spirit of profound respect.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, June 21, 2020- 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship

Blessing on Fathers
Loving God,
we give you thanks for the many gifts you have given us;
the gift of life,
the gift of those who love us,
and especially, today,
we thank you for the gift of our fathers.
We ask your blessing upon our fathers
who gave us rules to live by,
standards to uphold,
joys to cherish,
faith to live by,
hopes worth dreaming of
and who blessed our lives
with their unselfish and unconditional love.
We ask your blessing upon our fathers
who are unable to be with us today.
May they know how much we love and care for them.
We ask your blessing upon adoptive fathers,
that they may always know their special role of being a true father,
a revelation of God’s love for their children.

*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

Silent Prayer to Prepare your Heart to Worship your God
Holy God who created all that exists, we praise you. We open our hearts
and our spirits this day to your eternal love and forgiving mercy. Be with us
as we participate in this worship service. Remind us again that Jesus Christ
gave his life that we might fully understand the depth and breadth of your
love. In all things and at all times we praise you. Amen.
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, Organist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
God who made the universe, the heavens and earth,
Is still creating, now.
Jesus the Messiah, born as one of us, who died as one of us,
Lives in us, now.
The Holy Spirit, moving over the waters of creation,
Descending upon the disciples and birthing the church,
Moves in us, now.
Come, worship God, knowing God’s presence
Is with us, now.
*HYMN (Blue 262, insert)..........“God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand”…….…............

PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
David and Donna Minich
Josh and Katie Minich; Conrad and Alice
Jaimie Minich; Jonah

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Pat Hill’s son David Harper has Covid-19. He is in Waverly Hall, GA
at the Oak View Nursing Home
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Continue to keep Schley and Karen Gatewood in your prayers as they
shelter in place in their new home in North Carolina!
(new address: 311 Marion Street, Mt.Airy, NC 27030)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
You alone are our God, and we will worship no one and nothing else.
We give thanks for the good things you have done for us and all your people.
We ask you to receive our praise and our petitions through Jesus Christ our Lord.
We hurt for those who are hurting right now. For those who feel alone, who are in pain,
for those who feel pushed past their limits. May we acknowledge, not silence,
the pain and sin that is around us. And that list is long, O God. But, somewhere in the
midst of our sorrows, you are walking, holding hands, lifting up, mending wounds,
breathing new life, and receiving the old. This we believe, and in this belief we
find strength to remember and respond.
You have numbered us from the first to last. We pray that you might
grant us the compassion to count one another daily.
Let us reach to those who stumble, and break their fall;
Let us reach to the fallen, and pull them to their feet.
Let us be caught when we are about to faint; and be lifted up,
when we are struggling to rise.
We are your disciples, Lord. How we want to be like you!
We are your servants, Lord. How we want to serve like you!
Take our minds: enlighten them. Take our hearts: awaken them.
Take our hands: enliven them—not that we might be made great through
you, but that you might be made great through us!
Amen.
*HYMN (Blue 339)........................“Be Thou My Vision”….................................................
1 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art-Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
2 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
3 Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

MESSAGE………..…..........“For I will Make a Great Nation of Him”......................................
Pastor Sommer Bower

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 21: 8-21

8 The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that
Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out
this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along
with my son Isaac.” 11 The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his
son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and
because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it
is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 13 As for the son of the slave
woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.”
14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and
gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away.
And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.
15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the
bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the
distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of the child.”
And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the
voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her,
“What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy
where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will
make a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of
water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.
20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an
expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a
wife for him from the land of Egypt.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
On this lovely day, we praise and thank you, O Lord.
We bring before you our gifts, our lives, our talents.
Take all these gifts and use them for work in your kingdom.
Bless the gifts and the givers of all gifts. Amen.

*HYMN (Blue 464, insert)..............“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”....................................

*BENEDICTION
May there be peace in your mind, that you are on the path of justice and restoration.
May there be peace in your body, that you are made in God’s image, and are
God’s beloved.
May there be peace in your heart, knowing you are loved and forgiven
by God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
May there be peace in your soul, the deep peace that comes from God,
knowing that the struggles you currently face will not outlast the love
God has for you, the hardship will not overpower the light
that shines within you.
You are God’s child, and God is well pleased with you.
Go and live out the commandment to love one another. Amen.

*POSTLUDE……………….…………...…..…..…….…...…..……............ Camron Cummings, Pianist

