PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith responding to God’s call.
Loving, learning and leading people to Jesus Christ.

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Cathy and Tim Reynolds
Fred and Cynthia Richmond; Tyler and Kevin

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Pat Hill’s son David Harper has Covid-19. He is in Waverly Hall, GA
at the Oak View Nursing Home
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Continue to keep Schley and Karen Gatewood in your prayers as they
shelter in place in their new home in North Carolina!
(new address: 311 Marion Street, Mt.Airy, NC 27030)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

"Jacob at Bethel"
illustration from a Bible card published in 1900 by the
Providence Lithograph Company
Source: Wikimedia Commons

God of Jacob, who rested his head on a stone pillow and saw visions of your angels,
be with us this day. Give us a vision of your presence in the midst of our strife.
Give us courage and confidence that you are with us, calling us to be your loving
people in the world. For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),
~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

*BENEDICTION

from Psalm 139:7-10)
“Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascend to
heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of
the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall
lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast.” God is with us, always. God’s
steadfast love never ceases, and there is no place we can go where we can lose God,
for God will always find us. You are God’s beautiful child. God desires for you to love
one another, serve one another, and care for all of creation. Go and live into God’s
ways of love, justice, and peace. Amen.

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...….............................. Camron Cummings, Pianist

Sunday, July 19, 2020- 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship
*All Are Invited to Stand in Body or in Spirit
The congregation is invited to respond at the bold print

PRELUDE

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
“O LORD, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
You discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O LORD, you know it completely.”
We worship You, O God,
For you know us through and through.

Camron Cummings, Pianist

Pastor Sommer Bower
(from Psalm 139:1-4)

HYMN (Glory to God 15, insert)............“All Creatures of our God and King”……...............
Sometimes called “The Canticle of the Sun,” this cosmic roll call allows human beings to
give voice to all creation. One of the earliest religious poems in the Italian language,
it is made even more expansive by this broad, repetitive melody with interspersed
“Alleluias.”

MESSAGE…….....................“Jacob’s Dream: Earth touches Heaven”...............................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Lord, we present these tokens of the many blessings you have poured into our lives.
Make us people who are unafraid to proclaim your healing mercies. Help these gifts
to bring hope and comfort to all those in need. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.

HYMN (Glory to God 17, insert)............“Sing Praise to God, You Heavens!”..................
This paraphrase of Psalm 148 reflects the spirit of praise linking Psalms 146-150.
Of the two great themes found in these final five psalms – creation and deliverance –
this psalm focuses of the former. The opening praise “from the heavens”
is matched by praise “from the earth.”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING
Genesis 28: 10-19a Common English Bible
10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and set out for Haran. 11 He reached a certain place and
spent the night there. When the sun had set, he took one of the stones at that place
and put it near his head. Then he lay down there. 12 He dreamed and saw a raised
staircase, its foundation on earth and its top touching the sky, and God's messengers
were ascending and descending on it. 13 Suddenly the LORD was standing on it and
saying, "I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will
give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.
14 Your descendants will become like the dust of the earth; you will spread out to
the west, east, north, and south. Every family of earth will be blessed because of you
and your descendants. 15 I am with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go,
and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done everything
that I have promised you." 16 When Jacob woke from his sleep, he thought to
himself, The LORD is definitely in this place, but I didn't know it. 17 He was terrified
and thought, This sacred place is awesome. It's none other than God's house and the
entrance to heaven. 18 After Jacob got up early in the morning, he took the stone
that he had put near his head, set it up as a sacred pillar, and poured oil on the top of
it. 19 He named that sacred place Bethel, though Luz was the city's original name.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Prayer based on God's promise to Jacob
When we are frightened by new places, new jobs, new responsibilities, new people, or
new ideas, remind us of your words to Jacob.
Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go.
When we feel trapped by problems we cannot solve and stuck with people with whom
we cannot get along, let us hear what you said to Jacob as he ran from his angry
brother.
Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go.
When we feel as totally alone as Jacob felt when he was alone in the desert, when we
feel abandoned by our friends, when we feel lost, help us remember your words.
Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go.
When we lose hope that anything will ever be any better than it is now, when our own
problems seem too big to ever be solved, when hunger and injustice and war seem
unavoidable, when it looks as though the evil always wins and the good loses, speak
quietly to us.
Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go.
Speak quietly to us, Lord, and give us the courage to rise up as your children. Make us
constantly aware of your loving, powerful presence with us. Teach us to depend upon
that power to do surprising things in your name. We pray, remembering Jacob, and
in the name of Jesus. Amen.

HYMN (Glory to God 14, insert)........“For the Beauty of the Earth”……..........................
In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has
shifted to a hymn of thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a
Christological summation. It is set here to the tune that is customary in
North America, though not elsewhere.

