First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

“Jacob and Rachel at the Well”, oil on canvas, 1670, By Francisco Antolinez y Sarabia
in the El Paso Museum of Art. Source: Wikimedia Commons

God of our fathers and mothers—
of all the generations who have come before us—
holy is Your name.
We gather in Your presence with praise and thanksgiving
for the faithful love You have shown toward Your people,
for the many blessings You have given to us.
Your promises are eternal,
and they are backed by the honor of Your name.
Thank you for Your faithful presence among us,
even when we are not fully aware of it.
Continue to reveal Yourself to us.
Open our eyes to see You here among us;
open our ears to hear Your Word.
For surely, You are with us in this place.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our
Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus
Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),
~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Jim and Kathi Sewell
Joy Thompson

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Pat Hill’s son David Harper has Covid-19. He is in Waverly Hall, GA
at the Oak View Nursing Home
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Continue to keep Schley and Karen Gatewood in your prayers as they
shelter in place in their new home in North Carolina!
(new address: 311 Marion Street, Mt.Airy, NC 27030)
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
~ the Benediction today was written by Rev. Nora Vedress, Calvary United Church in Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan, Canada.
* This Bible Study was adapted from a Pittsburgh Seminary Bible Study and the Pulpit Fiction Podcast

Sunday, July 26, 2020- 11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

• Jacob loved Rachel
~ One of the few mentions of romantic love

Welcome to this Holy Space.
Settle your bones and settle your spirit as you prepare
your hearts for worship.

• This passage cannot be separated from last week: Jacob’s Stairway Dream
(Gen 28:15) “Know that I am with you wherever you go, and will bring you
back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have
promised you [many descendants, nations, etc]” (Greg Garrett, Feasting on
the Word)

Welcome.
If you are tuning into the radio for worship, or signing into
Facebook, or settling into the pew…
Welcome to this holy space
where saint and sinner stand together,
where patience is both a virtue and a grace,
where the only judge
is God,
and there is still hope until the harvest
in the Redeemer sent to save.
Let us worship God.

~ Jacob’s series of unfortunate events:

Fleeing for his life


Tricked by his uncle



Works as a servant for 14 years



Wife he loves will not conceive for a long time



When she does, she will die in childbirth (second child)



Uncle continues to treat him badly until he leaves

.

~ God’s presence in the midst

Jacob’s life is spared


Jacob flourished in the 14 years under Laban becoming
wealthy and respected



He has many children from Leah, Zilpah and Bilhah as well as 2
sons by Rachel



Jacob’s life is spared again

~ God’s presence moves in the midst of human weakness, sinfulness and
failure working toward good- it does not prevent these things.


“We may want and even expect God's justice to be big and
dramatic, but these stories show that the reality of God's
intercession often is mundane, found in unexpected places.
These stories give us eyes to see where the Divine can be
sought and where we participate in that sweet union.”
(Amy Howe, Feasting on the Word)

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, Pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
From the comfort of our pews and from the comfort of our homes,
we gather to worship.
Whether through printed word, or through the gift of technology
we are a community.
Here we seek connection to the Divine.
Come, let us worship God,
shown to us through the risen Christ.
HYMN (Glory to God 838, insert)...............“Standing on the Promises”……......................
Perhaps because this hymn is so well known, its language sounds vaguely scriptural;
but while there are various biblical uses of “stand” and “promises,” the two words
are never combined. The confidence here is similar to that of “My Hope is Built on
Nothing Less.” The hymn reflects the authors personal experience as a
petitioner before the throne of God.

BIBLE STUDY

• Role reversal- this time Jacob is tricked- not the trickster
~ First born are married first- Jacob is literally tricked by the same
generational tradition
~ Empathy? Does Jacob finally see the consequences of his trickery?
~ “The Midrash Bereishit Rabba vividly represents the correspondence
between the two episodes: ‘And all night he cried out to her, “Rachel!” and
she answered him. In the morning… he said to her ‘Why did you deceive
me? Daughter of a deceiver? Didn’t I call out Rachel in the night, and you
answered me!’ She said: ‘There is never a bad barber who doesn’t have
disciples. Isn’t this how your father cried out “Esau,” and you answered
him?’” (Robert Alter, Hebrew Bible: The Five Books of Moses, p. 105)
• Women
~ Women are viewed only as property- whom Rachel and Leah loves is
unimportant to the author, Laban and Jacob are the subjects and
actors, Leah and Rachel are seen only as property.
~ Rachel and Leah are Jacob’s “wages”
~ God working on behalf of women(Amy Howe, Feasting on the Word)

Hagar - Cast out in the desert - is blessed and line continued in
Ishmael and then Esau


Sarah - Barren - blessed with a son, Isaac



Leah - unloved. is married with standing and several children



Rachel - Barren - blessed with 2 sons and is loved
• Rachel, from Womanist Midrash, by Wilda Gafney (pages 54-62).

~ “Rachel is busy shepherding her father’s sheep when Jacob
encounters her. This introduction is striking for many reasons.
Shepherding in the Bible is a powerful and dominant metaphor for
leading the people of Israel… Yet most readers/hearers whom I
have asked cannot identify any women shepherds in the
Scriptures… I note with curiosity that the NRSV translation of
ro’ah hiw’ in Genesis 29:9 reduces Rachel to merely ‘keeping’ sheep,
without naming her as a shepherd.” (p. 54-55)

Leah and Rachel never reconcile, and act in hurtful ways
toward one another.

WANT TO DIG IN MORE TO TODAY’S SCRIPTURE?

Home Bible Study Option:

Genesis 29:15-28

In the story of Jacob's weddings to Leah and Rachel, Jacob meets his match in Laban,
who tricks him just as Jacob had tricked his own brother and father. On one level it is a
morality story, teaching that trickery leads only to more trickery and unhappiness. To
put it another way, when we will do anything to get what we want, we end by being
unhappy. It is a negative proof-text for the Golden Rule.
But in the context of the Patriarch's saga, the story also insists that God was working,
even through the likes of Jacob. God loved Jacob, rascal that he was. In a sense, Jacob
could be the patron saint of kids who are continually in trouble at home and among
their friends. This story claims that not even our own scheming and meanness toward
one another can separate us from the love of God.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We pause this morning, O God, with heavy hearts. We live in the midst of great and
abiding love, but also in the midst of deceit and lies. Jacob and his uncle Laban were
known for being tricksters, liars, and deceivers. Their tricks hurt those around them.
Their tricks spoke to how unsettled they felt in their lives and how they
didn’t yet trust in God’s promises. How do we compare to Jacob and Laban? May we
be found faithful in all we do. Though there is strife in the world, we will seek
God. When our hearts grow heavy and the burdens are overbearing, We will turn to
the Lord and joyfully adore God. God is with us in all things. We can place our trust
in the God of love and hope. Therefore, Don’t be frantic! Don’t fill your life with lies!
Stand on the promises of God. God is working mighty things in us all. All of you have
been given the spirit of hope and courage. God is with you. Place your trust in God’s
absolute care. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God 611, insert)...........“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”….....................
This well-known melody by Ludwig van Beethoven was created to provide a choral
setting for J.C.F. von Schiller’s poem, “An die Freude” (To Joy), as the final movement
of the composer’s Ninth Symphony. The author, prominent Presbyterian Pastor and
author Rev. Henry van Dyke, wrote the words with this tune in mind.

*BENEDICTION
So now we leave this space of worship
And while so much of the road ahead is uncertain,
the path constantly changing,
we know some things that are as solid and sure
as the ground beneath our feet,
and the sky above our heads.
We know God is love.
We know Christ’s light endures.
We know the Holy Spirit is there,
found in the space between all things,
closer to us than our next breath,
binding us to each other,
until we meet again,
Go in peace
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...….............................. Camron Cummings, Pianist

MESSAGE……............................“The Trickster is Tricked” ...............................................
Pastor Sommer Bower

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING

Genesis 29: 15-28 Common English Bible

15 Laban said to Jacob, “You shouldn’t have to work for free just because you are my
relative. Tell me what you would like to be paid.” 16 Now Laban had two daughters:
the older was named Leah and the younger Rachel. 17 Leah had delicate eyes, but
Rachel had a beautiful figure and was good-looking. 18 Jacob loved Rachel and said, “I
will work for you for seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.” 19 Laban said,
“I’d rather give her to you than to another man. Stay with me.” 20 Jacob worked for
Rachel for seven years, but it seemed like a few days because he loved her. 21 Jacob
said to Laban, “The time has come. Give me my wife so that I may sleep with her.”
22 So Laban invited all the people of that place and prepared a banquet. 23 However,
in the evening, he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he slept with
her. 24 Laban had given his servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah as her servant. 25 In
the morning, there she was—Leah! Jacob said to Laban, “What have you done to me?
Didn’t I work for you to have Rachel? Why did you betray me?” 26 Laban said,
“Where we live, we don’t give the younger woman before the oldest. 27 Complete
the celebratory week with this woman. Then I will give you this other woman too for
your work, if you work for me seven more years.” 28 So that is what Jacob did. He
completed the celebratory week with this woman, and then Laban gave him his
daughter Rachel as his wife.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Lord, receive our gifts and our lives. Cause all of these blessings to work for you in this
world which you have loaned to us for safekeeping. In Christ’s Name, we pray. Amen.

HYMN (Glory to God 542 , insert)..........“God Be With You Till we Meet Again”............
A North American Congregational minister wrote this text as a Christian expansion of
the root sense of “good-bye”: God be [with] ye. The original title of the hymn was
“Christian Good-bye.” The author, Rev. Jeremiah Rankin, wrote the hymn and then
sent it to two composers. The first composer was very popular and the second
composer was unknown. The tune we sung today was by the unknown second
composer, William Tomer, and is the tune the pastor ended up choosing for the
hymns first publication.

