PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Bob and BJ Bryan
Jim and Pat Buffaloe

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
-Teachers and Students
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their
Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
Pastor Donalee Preston

Joseph and his father Jacob reuniting in Egypt
Book Illustration by Owen Jones from "The History of Joseph and His Brethren" (Day & Son, 1869).
Scanned and archived at www.OldBookArt.com where it was marked as Public Domain.

Joseph revealed himself to his brothers in Genesis 45:1-15.
Having been sold into slavery in Egypt, his brothers long thought he was dead,
but Joseph rose to prominence, to become Pharaoh’s right hand. Joseph’s brothers
were afraid, but Joseph assured them he was no longer angry with them, because
God had used what happened to him for good. Because the famine would
last for years, Joseph, with the power of Pharaoh, managed to store up goods
to last, saving not only the people of Egypt, but Joseph’s family. Joseph urged
his brothers to go tell his father that he was alive, and to bring him to Egypt.
In the moving image above, Joseph and Jacob are reunited.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),
~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

We pray for those who are suffering with sickness and all who are caring
for them. For those students and staff who are quarantined and waiting for
results. For those who are anxious and feel alone. We ask for protection for
all students and staff to not succumb to the risks of the virus.
We lift up in prayer bus drivers, cafeteria workers, custodians, office
secretaries, all aids and every volunteer who gives countless hours to lift
up the children in our community. Without them, the school could not
function.
We especially lift up students with special needs. Many have regressed
during the pandemic without the aid of therapy and specialized aid. Many
do not have at home the equipment or resources needed to continue their
specialized education. For many, online learning is not a realistic option.
We ask the Holy Spirit to guide all special education teachers and school
leaders to find creative and compassionate ways forward. May our
compassion lead to action, and our action lift up those most in need.
The beginning of this school year is different than any year before. May
every student, teacher and parent find a piece of joy in going back to school,
even if it looks dramatically different than in years past. Help teachers to
have confidence in their craft. They were meant to teach, educate, coach,
counsel and lead. They are needed, appreciated, and loved. Their work and
their efforts are never in vain.
When it is hard to see the good, grab our attention, God. When we are sad
and miss our normal routine, and our teammates and coaches, encourage our
spirits. Remind us we are not alone, even when we feel isolated. The gift of
God's love is with each and every one of us. It is real and it is powerful.
We place our hope and our trust in Christ this school year as we lift all of
these prays up to the God who loves us and sustains us. Amen.

Sunday, August 16, 2020
11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

"Back-to-School" Prayer

Gathering Words before Worship begins (from Jeremiah 31:33)
“This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts: and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people.” God’s covenant is in our hearts, and
this covenant cannot be broken. God’s love will never fail, even if we do. Lord, be
with us today as we come to you from all life’s circumstances. Give us courage and
strength and fill us with your love and grace that we may serve you effectively and
fully. May this time of worship be holy and sacred. Amen.
Kids of all ages are going back to school! Teachers and school staff are
getting ready for a new year. ALL of them need our prayer and support!
As a church let us join together every day this week on the "9's"
(at 9:00 a.m. and/or 9:00 p.m.) to lift up in prayer everyone going back to school.
As a church, we are united in prayer!!!

Gracious God,
We pray for your love and compassion to abound as we walk through this
challenging season. We especially pray for our students, teachers, all school
staff and parents.
We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load of making decisions with
widespread consequences. May the leaders of our schools be blessed with
wisdom and energized to inspire their staff in this difficult time.
We pray for provision and resources. Like loaves and fishes, may hand
sanitizer, masks, disinfectants, computers and internet wifi multiply. May
each and every child have what they need to be successful. Thank You for
every teacher and educator adjusting to their new normal. Comfort them as
they miss interacting with their students in person or in the traditional
manner. Protect their health, God, both physically and mentally.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
Merciful God,
we boldly pray to you,
confident that you will not reject us.
In spite of our human failings,
your love continues to draw us together.
How good it is to be together!
Hallelujah! Amen!
HYMN (Glory to God 834, insert)............“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”…......................
This black gospel song, like much hymnody, sprang out of the author’s deep personal
loss (the death of his wife and newborn son), yet it has brought solace to many.
He thought his fingers were playing new music, but they unlocked a deep memory
of a tune almost a century old.



•

•

We are to follow the lead of Joseph, and forgive others because we were first
forgiven.
The Suffering of God, by Terrence Freitheim
 “The grief of God is as constant as the people’s sin. This divine grief
manifests itself in a variety of ways in the life of the people, as God in many
and various ways seeks to bring the wayward sons and daughters back home
again.” (p. 111).
 God suffers through human frailty, but still works through the frailty. God is
not omnipotent - controlling and willing all action. God’s love is omnipresent
working, yearning, compelling people to orient themselves toward God,
toward love.
Consider including the end, Genesis 50:14-26
 After the death of Jacob, they go back to Canaan to bury him
 Upon return, the brothers fear that finally Joseph will get his revenge.
 “‘Fear not, for am I instead of God? While you meant evil toward me, God
meant it for good, so as to bring about at this very time keeping many people
alive. And so fear not. I will sustain you and your little ones.’ And he
comforted them and spoke to their hearts.” (Genesis 50:19-21, The Hebrew
Bible, Robert Alter, p. 201)

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.

INITIAL THOUGHTS
• Way to skip to the end of the story, lectionary.
 Joseph novella begins in chapter 37. A lot happens in-between his brothers
throwing him in a pit and him becoming the second in command in Egypt.
Read the whole story of Joseph to really understand how far he has come
and what occurred in his life to lead him to a place of grace where he was
able to let go of the pain involving his family and work towards
reconciliation.

BIBLE STUDY
•

John Wesley sees this story as analogous to a sinner coming to Christ. Joseph is
put into God’s place, joyful for the reunion despite the misdeeds of the brothers.


“These were tears of tenderness and strong affection, and with these he
threw off that austerity, with which he had hitherto carried himself towards
his brethren; for he could bear it no longer. This represents the Divine
compassion towards returning penitents, as much as that of the father of the
prodigal” (Wesley’s Notes on the Bible)



“Now Joseph having forgiven them all, lays this obligation upon them, not to
upbraid one another. This charge our Lord Jesus has given to us, that we love
one another, that we live in peace, that whatever occurs, or whatever former
occurrences are remembered, we fall not out. For,
1. We are brethren, we have all one father.
2. We are his brethren; and we shame, our relation to him, who is our
peace, if we fall out.
3. We are all guilty, verily guilty, and instead of quarrelling with one
another, have a great deal of reason to fall out with ourselves.
4. We are forgiven of God, whom we have all offended, and therefore
should be ready to forgive one another.
5. We are by the way, a way that lies through the land of Egypt, where
we have many eyes upon us, that seek occasion and advantage
against us; a way that leads to Canaan, where we hope to be
forever in perfect peace.”
(Wesley’s Notes on the Bible)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord, what a blessing it is to come together in this community of faith. We travel here
from all walks of life, from different ages and stages, and are welcomed in your love
and your presence! Today we bring before you the names of loved ones who are
struggling with loss, with illness, with depression, with addiction, with alienation from
those that they love. Be with each of them. Lay your hand of healing gently over their
lives and pour out your balm of peace on them. Help us to reach out to be of service to
each other in Jesus’ name. Lord, we also bring to you situations of celebration:
birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, family gatherings and special occasions which lift
us up and remind us of the goodness that there is in life. In the midst of the
coronavirus those celebrations tend to look and feel different, but may your joy still
be present. Breathe your spirit into these wonderful events that all who gather may
rejoice and celebrate the blessings you have given each of us. Keep our hearts and
minds open for your reconciling word for us; for we ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

HYMN (Glory to God 806, insert)...............”I’ll Praise My Maker”.................................
John Welsey saw the story of Joseph forgiving and reconciling with his brothers as an
analogy to a sinner coming to Christ. Sinners do not deserve Christ’s forgiveness,
and yet we receive it all the same. The hymn “I’ll Praise My Maker” was a favorite
of John Wesley’s: it appeared in his first hymn collection in 1737
(published in Charleston, South Carolina) and was on his lips when he died,
for “none shall find God’s promises vain.” In the stories of the ancestors of our
faith, we find God’s promises constantly be fulfilled.

I’ll Praise My Maker

DIGGING DEEPER INTO THE STORY OF JOSEPH

1 I'll praise my Maker while I've breath;
and when my voice is lost in death,
praise shall employ my nobler powers.
My days of praise shall ne'er be past
while life and thought and being last,
or immortality endures.
2 How happy they whose hopes rely
on Israel's God, who made the sky
and earth and seas with all their train;
whose truth forever stands secure,
who saves the oppressed and feeds the poor,
and none shall find God's promise vain.
3 The Lord pours eyesight on the blind;
the Lord supports the fainting mind
and sends the laboring conscience peace.
God helps the stranger in distress,
the widowed and the parentless,
and grants the prisoner sweet release.
4 I'll praise my Maker while I've breath;
and when my voice is lost in death,
praise shall employ my nobler powers.
My days of praise shall ne'er be past
while life and thought and being last,
or immortality endures.

Kids Corner
Bible Study: From a Child’s Point of View
• Old Testament: Genesis 45:1-15. Before children can understand this story, they
need to hear about the brothers’ sale of Joseph and be told that Joseph rose from
slavery to leadership in Egypt.
Their focus then is on Joseph’s refusal to take revenge on his brothers. If anyone was
ever in a perfect position for satisfying, justified revenge, it was Joseph. Younger
children are amazed that Joseph could forgive his brothers after what they did to him.
And they often conclude that if Joseph could forgive his brothers then they ought to be
able to forgive people for lesser crimes. But Joseph did not forgive because he had
become a loving, forgiving person. Older children can begin to understand, if it is
pointed out to them, that Joseph forgave because he had a vision that was more
important to him than getting even with his brothers. He knew that God was using him
to keep his family (and everyone in Egypt) alive through a famine. So, like Joseph,
children learn that there are more important things than getting even with those who
hurt you.Being able to forgive requires being able to see what has happened from a
position other than our own. This is not easy for children whose early thinking is
egocentric. To help them develop this ability, offer a series of examples: Forgiving a
little brother who cut up your favorite book (he did not know any better); forgiving an
older sister who yelled at you (she had a bad day at school); not throwing a tantrum
when everyone else at the picnic got seconds (the fun of the picnic is more important
than having seconds); Joseph feeding his brothers rather than getting even with them
(God keeping the promises about Joseph’s family was more important than what the
brothers had done).

*BENEDICTION
Hear the good news for you: God has provided hope for you, filling you with joy,
with mercy, with peace. As mercy leads to mercy, and forgiveness leads to forgiveness,
we will take these gifts to share with the world. Leave this sacred space of worship
with the love of God, the grace of Christ and the Holy Spirit by your side. Amen.
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist
OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

(Genesis 45, Psalm 133)

Seeking unity, we come to the scriptures.
Open our hearts to hear and live your word.
Acknowledging our discord, we come to the scriptures.
Open our hearts to hear and live your word.
Realigning our lives with God, we come to the scriptures.
Open our hearts to hear and live your word.
SCRIPTURE
Genesis 45: 1-15
Common English Bible
Joseph reveals his identity
Joseph could no longer control himself in front of all his attendants, so he declared,
“Everyone, leave now!” So no one stayed with him when he revealed his identity to his
brothers. 2 He wept so loudly that the Egyptians and Pharaoh’s household heard him.
3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I’m Joseph! Is my father really still alive?” His brothers
couldn’t respond because they were terrified before him.
4 Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me,” and they moved closer. He said,
“I’m your brother Joseph! The one you sold to Egypt. 5 Now, don’t be upset and don’t
be angry with yourselves that you sold me here. Actually, God sent me before you to
save lives. 6 We’ve already had two years of famine in the land, and there are five
years left without planting or harvesting. 7 God sent me before you to make sure you’d
survive[a] and to rescue your lives in this amazing way. 8 You didn’t send me here; it
was God who made me a father to Pharaoh, master of his entire household, and ruler
of the whole land of Egypt.

“Joseph with his father Jacob and brothers in Egypt” from Zubdat-al Tawarikh in the Turkish and Islamic
Arts Museum in Istanbul,
dedicated to Sultan Murad III in 1583.
Source: Public Domain art in Wikicommons.org

9 “Hurry! Go back to your father. Tell him this is what your son Joseph says: ‘God has
made me master of all of Egypt. Come down to me. Don’t delay. 10 You may live in the
land of Goshen, so you will be near me, your children, your grandchildren, your flocks,
your herds, and everyone with you. 11 I will support you there, so you, your
household, and everyone with you won’t starve, since the famine will still last five
years.’ 12 You and my brother Benjamin have seen with your own eyes that I’m
speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about my power in Egypt and about everything
you’ve seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 He threw his arms around his
brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his shoulder. 15 He kissed
all of his brothers and wept, embracing them. After that, his brothers were finally able
to talk to him.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE…….....................“An Ugly Cry of Biblical Proportions”......................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
May we not offer you the leftovers of our resources and our lives, Blessing God, but let
these gifts be but part of what we give back to you, as we seek to serve your people
and your creation. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God 515, insert)................“I Come with Joy”........................................
This text affirms that Christian unity is not an achievement but a gift, one renewed
each time we gather for the Lord’s Supper. Each of us enters as an “I” and leaves as
part of a “we.” The unadorned language of this text is well matched to the simple
shape note tune that sets it here. When Joseph reconciles with his brothers, the family
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is once again able to live in unity, together bound by all
that God had done.

