
PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                      Rev. Bill Gettys                        Mary Mackey                               
Nancy Miller 

 
 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Mary Catron 
Russ and Jo Childers 

 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

-Teachers and Students 
 - Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 

 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS  

- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  

if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  
 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has 
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their 

Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 
Adel Presbyterian Church 

401 South Hutchinson Avenue 
Adel, Georgia 31620 

Pastor Donalee Preston  

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Americus, Georgia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alexey Vassilievich Tyranov’s Painting of “Moses’ Mother” created between 1839-1842. 

Source: Public Domain art at www.commons.wikimedia.org 
 

 Today we move into Exodus, away from the story of the ancestors of Abraham and 
Sarah through the children of Jacob, Rachel, Leah, and others, and into the story of 

the people descended from them. The time came when the Pharaohs of Egypt and 
their people forgot their relationship with Joseph and his brothers, and Pharaoh  
enslaved the Israelites, forcing them to do hard labor. Pharaoh also tasked the  

midwives with the job of killing any boys born to the Hebrews, but the midwives 
trusted God, and told Pharaoh that Hebrew women were so quick in labor the babies 
were born and nursed before they got there. So Pharaoh ordered all baby boys born to 
the Hebrews to be thrown into the river. When a Levite mother could no longer hide 
her son, she laid him in a basket at the edge of the Nile river, with his sister waiting 
to see what would happen. Pharaoh’s own daughter discovered him, and the baby’s 

sister offered to find a Hebrew nurse. Pharaoh’s daughter raised him as her own, 
naming him Moses, nursed by his own birth mother. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.commons.wikimedia.org/


 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,  
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…           

~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),  
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),  

~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),  
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).   

 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

•  Ark 
  Moses is literally placed in a tevah, an “Ark”, of bulrushes 
  Same word used in Genesis to describe Noah’s Ark 

  Pharaoh tried to eradicate the Hebrews by drowning them in 
     the water, just as God drowned most of the world in the great 
     flood 

  Genesis 6-9: Noah and the Ark - recalls God’s promise not to abandon     
    God’s people 

  Foretells the one who will lead God’s people into a new life 
  Floating among the reeds foretells the liberation of the Hebrew people          
     through the “Sea of Reeds” 

• Moses name means 2 things- I “drew him out of the water” could mean  
      Moses’ mother saving him from death or Pharaoh’s daughter saving him         

from the Nile, or both 
  The active form of the verb used for the name moshe, “he who draws 

     out” can also refer to Moses who will be God’s agent drawing the  
    Hebrew  people out of slavery. Alter 
 

T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  

• There are twin themes of power and fear. Fear leads to a desire for more  
       power which often leads to losing that power. 

  For consideration: If the church falls into a culture of fear - what is the 
     consequence?  

  This is a clear story of civil disobedience - how might we as individuals 
     and churches follow in the footsteps of Shiphrah and Puah? 

  
 
 

 
Work’s Cited 

 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                    Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.americusradio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/
https://amzn.to/338t6pk


 

 

 

 

• Setting up Pharaoh vs God/the faithful 
  Pharaoh directly talks to the midwives (there is no intermediary)  
  Pharaoh demands power over life and death 
  Pharaoh's power is circumvented by the most unlikely: Hebrew,      

women, servants 
  The midwives are shown to have more power than Pharaoh 
  They are smarter than Pharaoh 
 Humorous irony that the weakest is smarter and more powerful  

than the strongest 
  H. James Hopkins- Note that the midwives are named but Pharaoh is not 

     Brueggemann, Exodus NIB p.695 - vv.15-22, Pharaoh moves from  
    oppression to genocide and the text shifts away from the  

    Israelites and toward the “Hebrews” 
•  Moses’ Mother, Sister and Pharaoh's Daughter 

 Like Shiphrah and Puah, Moses’ mother does what Pharaoh says, but in a     
way he does not intend. 

  A Levite 
  The words used to describe Moses in 2:2 are ki tov, or very good. His  
    mother saw he was a “very good” baby and decided to hide him. Judy  
    Fentress-Williams, The Africana Bible 

  Calls back to creation when God looked at the world and said 
         “how good”, ki tov it looked (Genesis 1:18, 21, 24). 

  Story explains how Moses became part of Pharaoh’s household 
  Rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter. 

 Pharaoh’s daughter’s actions of saving Moses will reflect God’s           
actions in Exodus 3:7. She “saw”, “heard” and “took pity” on  

     Moses, just as God will “see”, “hear” and “take pity” on the  
     Hebrew people. Judy Fentress-Williams 
  Pharaoh's daughter, like God, will recruit help in caring for Moses 

        - Miriam   and Moses’ mother. 
  Moses mother and sister (Hebrew women) again trick Pharaoh by  

                    conspiring to have Moses live 
  Ironically to be adopted into Pharaoh’s household 

 

Sunday, August 23, 2020  
 11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship  

 

Gathering Prayer to center our mind, body and spirit before worship! 
The secret of who God is 

is revealed in God's Son, Jesus. 
Free and complete access 
to the kingdom of God 

is available in him, 
so that nothing exists that stands 
between God's people and God. 

In gratitude and praise, 
let us worship the Lord our God. 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     
In a time of bitterness and pain, 
God raised up Moses’ mother,  
his sister Miriam, and the Egyptian princess, 
and changed the lives of a people. 
From the shadow of death, 
God raised up Jesus, 
and changed the lives of all people. 
In every time, and in every place, 
God raises up witnesses, 

 people whose lives are changed forever. 
 

HYMN (Glory to God, #667, insert) ...........“When Morning Gilds the Skies”..................... 
 

From the rising of the sun to its going down the Lord’s name is to be praised,” exclaims 
Psalm 113:3. That is the theme behind this anonymous Catholic hymn which first  

appeared in a German hymnbook in 1744. It was translated into English a hundred 
years later by Edward Caswall, a Roman Catholic Priest. In translating “When Morning 

Gilds the Skies,” he rendered the verses freely and even added some of his own.  
His original English version had 28 stanzas. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://amzn.to/2vPZo8E
http://amzn.to/2vklfU7
https://amzn.to/3hLRMb6
https://amzn.to/3hLRMb6


 

 
 

 

 

E X O D U S  1 : 8 - 2 : 1 0  

• All about power 
 “Exodus calls only a handful of women by name: Shiphrah,  

          Puah, Yocheved, Zipporah, and Elisheva. But there are other  
     women: Israelite, Egyptian, Amorite, Hittite, Hivite, Perizzite,  

  Jebusite and Canaanite women without whom the story of Exodus           
cannot be told.” 

   Israelites have finally done what God wanted, but are in the wrong 
       place 

  “Be fruitful and multiply” - Gen 1:22, 28; 8:17; 9:1,7; 35:11 
        Exodus 1:7 “The Israelites were fruitful and prolific” 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
• Pharaoh 

  What is blessing to Israel is a threat to the status quo and power  
  Guided by fear (unjustified) 
  Self-fulfilling prophecy 
  “Does not know Joseph” Terence Fretheim, Exodus,  
   Interpretation p. 27. “The king of Egypt does not know;      
   God knows. This difference in knowing has a profound effect on  
   doing (see Jer. 22:16). Not-knowing leads to oppression; knowing 

leads to salvation. Who knows and who does not (yet) know will be 
a recurrent theme in Exodus.” 

• Shiphrah and Puah 
  Shiphrah means “beauty” and Puah can mean “to gurgle or murmur”- 

     like a baby, Robert Alter, The Hebrew Bible 
  Some of the few women named 
   They use Pharaoh’s own racist and discriminatory views against       

     him by calling the Hebrew women “brutish, animalistic, chayoth --  not  
     Refined, like the Egyptian women...The word chayoth occurs  only in this 
     place. However, it is a homophone for and likely related to the        
     noun chayah, “wild animal””. Gafney  

  Hayot - as an adjective is derived from the verb “to live” - Alter 
   “Shiphrah and Puah become the deliverers in the book of  
    deliverance” Gafney 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=exodus+1:8-2:10&t=ceb&t2=nrs
http://amzn.to/2wu7vov
http://amzn.to/2wu7vov
https://amzn.to/338t6pk
https://amzn.to/3hLndST
https://amzn.to/338t6pk
https://amzn.to/3hLndST


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children’s Corner Bible Study 

Most church children are familiar with the story of the baby in the basket and enjoy 
hearing it read in the sanctuary. They particularly relish the heroic role of Miriam, the 
child who was left standing by the river all day to watch the basket. She stuck with her 
boring task, was on duty and alert at the critical moment, did some quick thinking, and 
made a courageous move in speaking to the princess. God used her good work to save 
Moses. So little kids do count. God chooses children, as well as adults, to do important 
work. 

Watch Words for Kids : A midwife is a woman who helps a mother give birth to her  
baby at home. Before there were hospitals, most babies were born at home with the 
help of a midwife. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A colored lithograph  
advertisement from 1889 for 

 patent remedies sold by a 
 Dr. D. Jayne, showing Moses held 

in a basket by a young woman. 
Moses survived going down the 

Nile in a basket as a newborn and 
being raised in the palace of a 

leader determined to destroy his 
people. But even young hero’s get 
colds! And when they do, they take 
Dr. Jayne’s Tonic Vermifuge! If you 

are a good mother like Moses’ 
mother, then this is what you will 

give your young prince! 
(The 1889 advertising version of 
“Choosy mother’s choose Jif”) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Like Miriam with Moses, you watch over us, Ever-seeing God. You do not leave us to 
drift on the currents of the world. You will not give us over to the power of evil. You 
have not left us alone, but gifted us with your Body, the church. Our help is in the 

name of the Lord our God, the Maker of heaven and earth, who comes to our aid in 
times of need, who gives us the courage to do what we know is right, and confess Him 

alone as Savior and Lord. Forgive our neglect of others, when we forget how  
important it is to live our faith. Give us obedient spirits, that we may care for one  

another, depend on your love, and use our gifts for your gospel. Amen.  
 
 
 
HYMN (Glory to God #730, insert).........”I Sing a Song of the Saints of God”................. 

 

Despite the quaintness of some of the language in this text, it has an important  
message to communicate about the down-to-earth ordinariness of the holy people of 
God at all times and places. The midwives Shiphrah and Puah were ordinary people, 
as were Moses’ mother and sister Miriam.  Saints are ordinary people whose actions 

are led by their faith in God. The tune name honors the island in Vermont’s Lake 
Champlain where the composer lived. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN (Glory to God #700, insert)........“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”................ 
This African American spiritual has a great deal of depth: It speaks for people who  

are bound in slavery to sing about dedicating themselves to God’s use shows a  
profound awareness of God-given self-worth despite circumstances that would deny 

their human or spiritual value. When the world declares you are worthless, 
 remember who created you. 

 
I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

  I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 
 

*BENEDICTION         

Through the abundance of God’s mercy and forgiving love, you are empowered to be 
disciples, to reach out to others, to offer the words and deeds of hope in a struggling 

world. God’s blessings are poured over you for this service.  
 

 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

  



 

 Moses’ birth 

2 Now a man from Levi’s household married a Levite woman. 2 The woman became 
pregnant and gave birth to a son. She saw that the baby was healthy and beautiful, so 
she hid him for three months. 3 When she couldn’t hide him any longer, she took a 
reed basket and sealed it up with black tar. She put the child in the basket and set the 
basket among the reeds at the riverbank. 4 The baby’s older sister stood watch nearby 
to see what would happen to him.  
 

5 Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, while her women servants 
walked along beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds, and she sent one 
of her servants to bring it to her. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. The boy 
was crying, and she felt sorry for him. She said, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ 
children.” 7 Then the baby’s sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Would you like me to 
go and find one of the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharaoh’s  
daughter agreed, “Yes, do that.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother.  
9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I’ll pay you 
for your work.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. 10 After the child had 
grown up, she brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as her son. 
She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I pulled him out of the water.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

Footnotes 
Exodus 2:10 Hebrew word “mashah” sounds like Moses (moshe). 

 
MESSAGE        

   “Get Ready to Rumble…the showdown of God vs. Pharaoh is about to begin.  
Opening act: Shiphrah and Puah ” 

  Pastor Sommer Bower 
 

OFFERTORY       
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

In gratitude for all that you have done for us and given to us, we return a portion of 
these gifts that they may be used in service to others. Let us receive our morning  

offering. Bless these gifts, offered through the ministries and mission of this church.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION        
 

As Psalm 63 proclaims, “O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; 
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.” May the 

Holy Spirit speak to us this morning as we seek God through the reading of  
God’s holy word. Amen. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE         Exodus 1:8-2:10   Common English Bible  

Israel is oppressed 

8 Now a new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know Joseph. 9 He said to his 
people, “The Israelite people are now larger in number and stronger than we are. 10 
Come on, let’s be smart and deal with them. Otherwise, they will only grow in number. 
And if war breaks out, they will join our enemies, fight against us, and then escape 
from the land.” 11 As a result, the Egyptians put foremen of forced work gangs over 
the Israelites to harass them with hard work. They had to build storage cities named 
Pithom and Rameses for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more 
they grew and spread, so much so that the Egyptians started to look at the Israelites 
with disgust and dread. 13 So the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites. 14 They made their 
lives miserable with hard labor, making mortar and bricks, doing field work, and by 
forcing them to do all kinds of other cruel work. 15 The king of Egypt spoke to two  
Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah and Puah: 16 “When you are helping the Hebrew 
women give birth and you see the baby being born, if it’s a boy, kill him. But if it’s a 
girl, you can let her live.” 17 Now the two midwives respected God so they didn’t obey 
the Egyptian king’s order. Instead, they let the baby boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt 
called the two midwives and said to them, “Why are you doing this? Why are you 
letting the baby boys live?”19 The two midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because Hebrew 
women aren’t like Egyptian women. They’re much stronger and give birth before any 
midwives can get to them.” 20 So God treated the midwives well, and the people kept 
on multiplying and became very strong. 21 And because the midwives respected God, 
God gave them households of their own. 22 Then Pharaoh gave an order to all his  
people: “Throw every baby boy born to the Hebrews into the Nile River, but you can 
let all the girls live.” 
  

 


