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“Jacob Wrestling with the Angel” 
By Maurice Denis 

Circa 1893 
Source: Wikimedia Commons  

 

An all-night wrestling match between the swindler Jacob and a  
mysterious opponent seems to be a draw until the enigmatic rival cripples 

Jacob’s hip, and requests release because day is breaking. The trickster  
Jacob, however, seeks a blessing but receives a new name. When he asks 
the name of the inscrutable stranger, he receives a blessing. “I have seen 

God face to face,” exclaims Jacob, “and yet my life is preserved.” 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

WAYS TO WORSHIP: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
 

As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,  
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…           

~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),  
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),  

~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),  
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).   

 

RADIO 
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.  

You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7  
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live  

at First Presbyterian Church of Americus 
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church  

Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/ 
 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE  
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream  

is complete, the live stream will be on our church website  
 www.americuspresbyterian.org  

 

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING: 
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal  

hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/  

 

PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our  

Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, Campus  
Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS  
HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                      Rev. Bill Gettys                        Mary Mackey                               
Nancy Miller 

 

 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER  
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 

Jody and Judy Wade 
Earl and Beth Williams 

 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
 ~ Prayer Praise:  Dr. Jim Herron is healing and doing well.  

Thank you for your prayers!   
- Crysta Seymour (Mother-in-law of Marcia Seymour), had surgery for aortic dissection 

Cards and well wishes for Crysta can be sent to: 
 132 E. Candlewyck Dr. #411, Kalamazoo, MI 49001  

- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 
 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 

- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS  
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  

if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  
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https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/
http://www.americuspresbyterian.org
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T H O U G H T S  A N D  Q U E S T I O N S  
 

• Reconciliation can be difficult.   
  “Wouldn’t it be easier to just walk away?” - interesting reflection on The 

   Hardest Question, by Lia Scholl 
  Facing someone you have wronged is a terrible burden to face.  
  Reconciliation takes hard work.  Truth telling.  Sometimes people get hurt.  

  "Reconciliation means working together to correct the legacy of past in
  justice.” (Nelson Mandela) 

  Avoiding conflict is not the way to solve problems. 
• Where is the Peniel of your life? 

  Where are the times and places you have wrestled, struggled, come out 
  limping, but been able to declare “I have seen God.” 

  What do you learn from these times? 
  Cliche “What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger,” has a part of truth. 

• In the midst of constant tensions between Israel and Palestine, what can we 
learn from Jacob, who is now known as Israel? 

  Reminder that current national state of Israel is not analogous to the      
  Biblical Davidic monarchy.  Israel was created as a secular state that          
  would serve as a safe-haven, not as a theocracy. 

  With whom does Israel wrestle?  Is the sibling rivalry between Jacob and 
  Esau still brewing?  The lectionary does not include the story of Esau        
  and Jacob’s reunion.  Maybe it needs to.  Now more than ever that story     
  needs to be told. 

  Yet the reconciliation did not come without Israel limping.  

Sunday, August 2, 2020- 11:00 a.m.  
 Sunday Worship  

 

Gathering Prayer to Center us before Worship 

In the darkness of night and the brightness of day, you, O Lord, are present 
to us. As we wrestle with situations which seem to drain us of our energy; 
as we struggle to find out who you call us to be, you reach out to us with 

reassurance of empowerment and courage for the days ahead. Calm our  
spirits and prepare our hearts and lives to receive your awesome grace.  

It is in Jesus’ name that we pray. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, Pianist  

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                     Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     

We come to this place with different needs: 
some of us wrestling with problems  
that threaten to overwhelm us; 
some of us crying out for healing,  
for relevance, for refuge; 
some of us hungering  
for what God alone can provide. 
In this time and in this place, 

 God is here and meets us face to face. 
 
 

 
HYMN (Glory to God 438, insert)..............“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”……....................... 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  He had already sent Esau gifts, and prayed to God  ‘O God of my father  
   Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O Lord who said to me, “Return to  
  your country and to your kindred, and I will do you good”, I am not worthy 
  of the  least of all the steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have 
  shown to your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan; and now 
  I have become two companies. Deliver me, please, from the hand of my 
  brother, from the hand of Esau, for I am afraid of him; he may come and kill 
  us all, the mothers with the children. Yet you have said, “I will surely do you 
  good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be     
  counted because of their number.” ’ (Genesis 32:9-12) 

• Jacob wrestles with a man - It is never directly stated that this man is anything 
other than a man. 

• The match 
  Physically comes to a draw 

  God “strikes” (not touches, as NIV states) Jacob’s leg. 
  Jacob refuses to let go 

  God asks Jacob his name.  Presumably, God knew his name. Why did he 
  ask this?  Is there an aspect of confession, since Jacob’s name means           
 “trickster/heel/surplanter,” 

  Jacob asks God’s name - no answer given (unlike Moses who is given a     
  response). 

  God blesses Jacob 

  God names Jacob Israel 
• What is the victory Jacob wins? 

  A limp 

  A blessing 
  Name changed from “Trickster” to “Struggled with God and prevailed”     

 “Israel is the one who has faced God… and prevailed, gained a blessing, and 
 been renamed. There is something new underway here about the weakness
 of God and the strength of Israel. The encounter will not permit a neat  

   summary of roles, as though God is strong and Jacob is weak, or as though
 things are reversed with Jacob strong and God weak.   All of that remains    
 unsettled.  But new possibilities are open to Israel that have not  been  
 available before.  In the giving of the blessing, something of the power of 
 God has been entrusted to Israel.  Unlike every other relationship in which   
 God rules and humankind obeys, Israel is a newness which has prevailed  
 with God” (Brueggemann, p. 269) 

http://amzn.to/2vbfrdp


 

 

 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER 
Bible Study on Jacob Wrestling with God in Genesis 32 

 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  
 

• Context of the Jacob story 
  He’s leaving Laban’s house, and coming home 

  Fearful of upcoming meeting with Esau, whom he deceived 14 years ago.  
  He hears at the beginning of Gen 32 that Esau is coming to greet him with 

      400 men.  “Jacob was terrified, and felt trapped.” (Genesis 32:7). 
 
 

 
Episodes  

Birth and Blessing-Gen. 
25.19-27.29  

Jacob at Peniel- 
Gen. 32:22-32  

 
 
Wrestle  

 
“The children struggled together 
within her” vs. 25:22  

 
“and a man wrestled with 
him until day break” vs. 24b   

 
 
Jacob won’t release 
his opponent  

 
“Afterwards his brother came 
out, with his hand gripping 
Esau’s heel” vs. 25:26  

“Then he said, ‘Let me go, for 
the day is breaking’ But  
Jacob said, ‘I will not let you 
go…” vs.26a  

 
 
Demand for Blessing  

 
“First sell me your  
birthright.” vs. 25:31  

 
“…unless you bless me” 
vs. 26b  

 
Question of name 
and response  

“who are you my son?;” Jacob 
said to his father, “I am Esau…” 
vs. 27:18-19  

“So he said to him, ‘What is 
your name?’ And he said, 
“Jacob.’” vs. 27  

 
 
Blessing is given  

 
“…and he blessed him…” vs. 
27:27  

 
“And there he blessed him” 
vs. 29b  

 
Esau’s Reaction  

 
Anger- vs. 27:41  

 
Graciousness- vs. 33:4-10  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE         
 
O God, hear our cries: 
for those who hunger, 
and those who are full; 
for those who need you desperately, 
and those who feel no need for you; 
for those who wrestle with the impact  
of being your blessed children; 
for those who are unaware of your offered blessing; 
and for concerns that are too difficult to express. 
Hear our cries,  
O God of our salvation. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God 465, insert)..........“What a Friend We have in Jesus”….................. 
  
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
*BENEDICTION                                               

 
 
 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...….............................. Camron Cummings, Pianist  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                    
Patient and persistent God, we thank you for calling us here today.  

Keep our hearts and minds open for your words of transforming love. Amen.  
 
 

 

SCRIPTURE READING           Genesis 32: 22-31  
22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across 
the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail 
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as 
he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob 
said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have  
prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why 
is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31 The 
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.  
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

 

 

 MESSAGE…….........................“Reconciliation with a Limp ” ............................................ 
  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
OFFERTORY        
 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

With great joy, we present these tithes and gifts for the ministry of this church.  
Be with each of us as we, too, commit ourselves to lives of joyful, thankful service.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen.   
 
 

COMMUNION 

We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith.  
The communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. 

 You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 
bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  

participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  
thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the  

living presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  
 
 
 

HYMN (Glory to God 366 , insert).............“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”.................. 
. 


