PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Amelia Bibler
Revs. Josh and Sommer Bower; Cade and Dianna

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their
pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
Pastor Donalee Preston
-Teachers and Students
- Prayer Praise: Dr. Jim Herron is healing and doing well. Thank you for your prayers!
- Crysta Seymour (Mother-in-law of Marcia Seymour), had surgery for aortic dissection
Cards and well wishes for Crysta can be sent to:
132 E. Candlewyck Dr. #411, Kalamazoo, MI 49001
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Pray for Steve and Beth Spoon (Melanie's in-laws) - Steve has ALS
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

Book Illustration by Owen Jones from
"The History of Joseph and His Brethren"
(Day & Son, 1869).
Scanned and archived at www.OldBookArt.com where it was
marked as Public Domain.

WAYS TO WORSHIP:

•

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
As we welcome each other back to in-person worship,
we are asking EACH and EVERY person to…
~ remain 6 feet apart (love one another from a distance),
~ to use hand sanitizer (clean your praise hands!),
~ to wear your mask the entire worship service (out of love for one another),
~ and to not shake hands/hug (spread grace, not germs).

RADIO
Church Service will continue to be on the radio.
You are encouraged to tune in to WISK radio 98.7
or on the radio website www.americusradio.com

God


Is never mentioned - but it does not mean that God is not present



"I believe that God can and will let good come out of everything, even the
greatest evil.... I believe that even our mistakes and shortcomings are not in
vain and that it is no more difficult for God to deal with them than with our
supposedly good deeds.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from
Prison, 46.

THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
•

A message of hope- contrary to all human will and actions- faith hope and love
win. Contrary to all outside perceptions- Sarah can’t conceive, Isaac will be
sacrificed, Esau wants to kill Jacob, Jacob is stuck away from the promised land,
Joseph is sold into slavery, - God is working within all things and lovingly calling
creation to a eschatological kingdom of justice and peace.

•

The 12 brothers represent the 12 tribes of Israel. The 11 “bad brothers” will not
be punished for their misdeeds or cast out of the circle of blessing

FACEBOOK
You can join us for Sunday Worship via Facebook live
at First Presbyterian Church of Americus
Visit: for live stream at 11:00 am on the church
Facebook page- https://www.facebook.com/fpcamericus/

CHURCH WEBSITE
If you cannot participate in Facebook Live then after the live stream
is complete, the live stream will be on our church website
www.americuspresbyterian.org

WAY TO CONTINUE GIVING:
You can now GIVE ONLINE on the church website through a secure portal
hosted by Presbyterian Foundation: http://www.americuspresbyterian.org/give/

~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy
~ The Centering Prayer before worship was written by Presbyterian Minister Rev. Thom Shuman

•

•



Both have “brother issues”



Jacob deceives his father, Jacob’s sons deceive him

Dreams
 interpreted negatively by the brothers and father as a threat to their status
and power - not interpreted by Jacob at all


•

•

Sunday, August 9, 2020
11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

Joseph and Jacob
 Both dreamers

“At the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Service at Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta, worship begins with the opening sentences: ‘Behold, this
dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us slay him... and we shall
see what will become of his dreams’ (vv. 19-20 KJV). The effect is chilling.” Patrick Wilson, Feasting on the Word – Year A, Volume 3
The Brothers
 12 Brothers will become 12 tribes

Prayer to Center our hearts before Worship
Here, in this place,
God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the doubters:
here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name. Here, in this
time, we can remember all the ways God has graced us: here, in these
moments, we are reminded that God is with us, always! Here are gathered
those daring enough to step out of comfort into the unknown: here, in this
faith space, we will find the courage to cry out,
'God, save us! 'in every situation.



Joseph is sent to his brothers to check on their shalom (well-being)



Joseph usually did not go into the field and gave “bad reports”(v.2)

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS



There is clearly no shalom between the brothers (v.4)



Jacob is no fool when it comes to inter-brother discord

CALL TO WORSHIP
Almighty and most gracious God,
we give you thanks for this day
and for calling us here
to your place of worship.
We gather to praise your name,
for your faithfulness endures
from generation to generation.
Signs of your faithfulness are all around us:
love, mercy, forgiveness, new life,
and the gifts of your Son, Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Spirit.
Help us claim your faithfulness
as we seek to increase our faithfulness to you.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Favoritism and Chosenness
 At the center of God’s interactions with God’s people


How does being chosen manifest itself?



Privilege and responsibility



Helps to have tact...Joseph did not have any (yet)



While Jacob will receive his father’s blessing, he will not become a patriarch
- God will remain the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (not Joseph.)

PRELUDE

Walter Cornwell, Guest Musician
Pastor Sommer Bower

HYMN (Glory to God 307, insert).........“God of Grace and God of Glory”…....................
This stirring hymn used at the opening of Riverside Church in New York in 1930 was
penned by its widely-known and influential pastor, and it has gained a firm place in
English-language hymnals around the world. The Welsh tune name honors the
Rhondda Valley in Glamorganshire. The theme of the hymn is to give God all the glory
in our life. But if you have been struggling in your prayer life, it is also a prayer with
the refrain, “Grant us wisdom, grant us courage.” Why? “For the facing of this hour,
for the living of these days, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, serving thee whom we
adore.” What a powerful prayer indeed for our current times.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
We have strayed, O God,
from your will and your way.
Like the brothers of Joseph,
we have betrayed family and friends
for our own vainglory;
we have enslaved others
to suit our purposes;
we have lied
to cover our tracks;
we have forgotten our faith
when it is convenient;
we have failed you and each other
so many times.
Heal us, O God.
May we daily proclaim the truth that
God's faithfulness never ends:
that while we were yet sinners, God sent God's Son,
Jesus Christ, to shed his blood for our sins,
that we might not be cast down into the pit,
but rise with him to everlasting life.

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...….....................Walter Cornwell, Guest Musician
DIGGING DEEPER
A Bible Study on Joseph
Genesis 37: 1-28

BIBLE STUDY
• Robert Alter on Joseph:
 “It is noteworthy that Jacob’s favoritism toward Joseph is mentioned
immediately after the report of questionable behavior on Joseph’s part.
One recalls that Jacob was the object of his mother’s unexplained
favoritism.” (p 139)
 He wore an “ornamented tunic…. It is a unisex garment and a product of
ancient haute culture… Other scholars have pointed to a fourteenth century
BCE Egyptian fresco showing captive Canaanite noblemen adorned with
tunics made of longitudinal panels sewed together.” (p 139)

HYMN (Glory to God 8, insert).............“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”…......................
The year after this text was written for a student sailing to America, it was included in
the most influential British hymnal of the 19th Century. The tune especially composed
for it preserves the ancient Roman name of the Island where Paul was shipwrecked,
now called Malta. It is hard to be on a ship and not be reminded of the vastness and
power of the sea around you. In our text today Joseph finds himself outnumbered and
overpowered as he is thrown into a pit by his brothers. In our deepest moments of
fear and peril, may we never forget to call upon our Eternal God, strong to save.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God does not ask us for too many leaps of faith,
but for small steps that help us stay with God every day.
Our scriptures today touch on familiar themes:
fear, betrayal, lies, jealousy, and envy,
but mostly, on the amazing faithfulness of God.

20 Come on now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of the cisterns, and we’ll say a
wild animal devoured him. Then we will see what becomes of his dreams!” 21 When
Reuben heard what they said, he saved him from them, telling them, “Let’s not take
his life.” 22 Reuben said to them, “Don’t spill his blood! Throw him into this desert
cistern, but don’t lay a hand on him.” He intended to save Joseph from them and take
him back to his father. 23 When Joseph reached his brothers, they stripped off
Joseph’s long robe, 24 took him, and threw him into the cistern, an empty cistern with
no water in it. 25 When they sat down to eat, they looked up and saw a caravan of
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with camels carrying sweet resin, medicinal resin, and
fragrant resin on their way down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his brothers, “What do we
gain if we kill our brother and hide his blood? 27 Come on, let’s sell him to the
Ishmaelites. Let’s not harm him because he’s our brother; he’s family.” His brothers
agreed. 28 When some Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the
cistern. They sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, and they brought
Joseph to Egypt.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE……..........................“Ancestors of the Faith: Joseph”........................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
The richness of God’s mercy is poured over us every minute of our lives, even when we
least expect it. We offer our gifts and tithes in gratitude for all that God does for and
with us, that we might become better servants of the Gospel. Amen.

Painting “Joseph and his brothers,” by Georg Anton Urlaub, circa 1756
Mainfränkisches Museum - Würzburg, Germany
Source: Public Domain at Commons.Wikipedia.org

HYMN (Glory to God 661, insert)...........“His Eye Is on the Sparrow”.............................
This hymn based on Jesus’ saying about God’s care for all creatures
(Matthew 10:29-30/Luke 12: 6-7) began with the refrain’s last line, inspired by a
woman who had endured much illness. It is easy to be discouraged by what we are
having to deal with in our daily lives. Chronic illness, pain, loss, depression, anxiety, job
loss, and uncertainty all have the power to make us feel invisible and forgotten. In our
text today Joseph has been sold into slavery by his brothers. In his current
situation, it would have been realistic for him to expect to never see his family or home
again. And yet, God kept watch over Joseph and God sees and watches over all of us,
in all of our struggles. This hymn was first sung in public at the Royal Albert Hall,
London, during evangelistic services in 1905.

SCRIPTURE READING
Genesis 37: 1-28 Common English Bible
Joseph dreams of power
Jacob lived in the land of Canaan where his father was an immigrant. 2 This is the
account of Jacob’s descendants. Joseph was 17 years old and tended the flock with his
brothers. While he was helping the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives,
Joseph told their father unflattering things about them. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph
more than any of his other sons because he was born when Jacob was old. Jacob had
made for him a long, many-colored robe. 4 When his brothers saw that their father
loved him more than any of his brothers, they hated him and couldn’t even talk nicely
to him. 5 Joseph had a dream and told it to his brothers, which made them hate him
even more. 6 He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had. 7 When we were binding
stalks of grain in the field, my stalk got up and stood upright, while your stalks
gathered around it and bowed down to my stalk.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Will you
really be our king and rule over us?” So they hated him even more because of the
dreams he told them.
9 Then Joseph had another dream and described it to his brothers: “I’ve just dreamed
again, and this time the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to
me.” 10 When he described it to his father and brothers, his father scolded him and
said to him, “What kind of dreams have you dreamed? Am I and your mother and your
brothers supposed to come and bow down to the ground in front of you?” 11 His
brothers were jealous of him, but his father took careful note of the matter.
Joseph’s brothers take revenge
12 Joseph’s brothers went to tend their father’s flocks near Shechem. 13 Israel said to
Joseph, “Aren’t your brothers tending the sheep near Shechem? Come, I’ll send you to
them.” And he said, “I’m ready.” 14 Jacob said to him, “Go! Find out how your
brothers are and how the flock is, and report back to me.” So Jacob sent him from the
Hebron Valley. When he approached Shechem, 15 a man found him wandering in the
field and asked him, “What are you looking for?” 16 Joseph said, “I’m looking for my
brothers. Tell me, where are they tending the sheep?” 17 The man said, “They left
here. I heard them saying, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and
found them in Dothan. 18 They saw Joseph in the distance before he got close to
them, and they plotted to kill him. 19 The brothers said to each other, “Here comes
the big dreamer.

