PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Lisa and Rod Collins
Tom and Emily Collins
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires
-Teachers and Students
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s
ALS is progressing quickly and the doctor has estimated that he only has 3-6 months
to live. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family.
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their
Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620

Domenico Fetti (c.1589-1624) – Oil on Canvas “Moses and the Burning Bush”
National Trust #1298273
The "National Trust for Places of Historic Interest," commonly known as the National Trust, is a charity and
membership organization founded in 1895 for heritage conservation in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland. Public Domain work of art.

Moses encounters God in a burning bush in Exodus 3:1-15. The God of Moses’
ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, called out to Moses from the burning bush,
for God had seen the people’s oppression and heard their cry. God had come to deliver
the people out of Egypt into the land promised their ancestors, and God declared that
Moses would go before Pharaoh to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. But Moses said,
“Who am I to go?” God told Moses that God would be with him. However, Moses
persisted. “If I tell the people that the God of our ancestors has sent me, what do
I say God’s name is?” God responded with, “I AM has sent you.” I AM (or I WILL
BE) is the God of the ancestors of the people, and God will be with you,
for God’s name is alive.

Praying on the Nines
A group of us were sharing various concerns we have during this unprecedented time
of a pandemic and all its unwelcome consequences and wondering what we could do.
Someone said we could pray. We know prayer is powerful and have felt the power of
communal prayer during church services. While now we cannot raise our voices
together in one place, we have seen the power of raising our voices
together at the same time although we are in different places. We have felt this
power as Pastor Sommer has led and encouraged us in "praying on the nines" at 9 am
and/or 9 pm. Help us increase the number of us praying and increasing the power of
our prayers by being a part of this prayer group "praying on the nines". A topic for the
focus of our prayers will be printed in the weekly church bulletin. If you have special
concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact Pastor Sommer
(sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

This week’s prayer suggestion:
"Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you,
nothing is impossible. We come to you with our cares and concerns
for our community..........
for all those who have become ill from the virus, their families and their
caretakers.............
All knowing God, you know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid.
We lift them up to you in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN"

Verse “I am who I am”
-“One of the most puzzled over verses in the entire Hebrew Bible.” (Fretheim, p. 63)
Can be translated numerous ways…
1) “I will be what I will be.”
2) “I will cause to be what I will cause to be.”
3) “I will be who I am.”
4) “I am who I will be.” “This seems to be the best option, in essence: ‘I will be
God for you.’ The force is not simply that God is or that God is present but that
God will be faithfully God for them.” Fretheim, p. 63)
“Without pursuing the endless critical opinions about the origin of the formula,
it is enough to see that the formula bespeaks power, fidelity, and
presence. This God is named as the power to create, the one who causes to
be. This God is the one who will be present in faithful ways to make possible
what is not otherwise possible.” (Walter Brueggemann, p. 714).
-Altogether, there are five objections that Moses raises. Each one pointing to a past
reality. Each solution of God points to a new future. (Walter Brueggemann, New
Interpreter's’ Bible, v. 1, p. 713)
CLOSING BIBLE STUDY THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
-Don’t be afraid to tell your call story. Did you have a burning bush? Too many people
think that call only comes through miraculous intervention. Fact is for most, call
comes again and again. Someone might hear their own call through your story. And
remember, the story skips over the part where Moses objects, bargains, and tries to
get out of it, and God equips Moses to fulfill the call.
-“See and Remember.” When God saw the oppression of his people, he could no longer sit idly by. When sharing his identity, it was tied intimately with the past. Part of
our role as people called by God is to see and remember. See the pain in the world
that God would want us to heal, and remember that God is in our midst.
-Moses task seems great, and his objections are numerous and reasonable, but at each
objection, God has an answer. Moses keeps thinking in human terms, fearful of failure
and death. God though, is thinking as God, knowing that new life comes through
death.

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.

Sunday, August 30, 2020
11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

BIBLE STUDY
Location of the Burning Bush
-Encounter happens in midst of everyday life
-Horeb means “Wasteland”
“It would not be the last time that God chose a nontraditional, nonreligious
setting for a hearing of the word.” (Freitheim, p. 54. Emphasis in original text)
-Moses’ curiosity draws him into the encounter. Not until Moses inquires about the
strange fire does God intervene - and it is then revealed that it is not just a messenger
of God, but God in the fire.
-The fire is not an otherworldly vision. Moses is awake, conscious, and aware of what
is going on. The ground must be felt at his feet to reaffirm that this is “real life.”
-God is clothed by the fire, but is not the fire. God’s presence is obscured by the
created world, but God is intimately involved in the midst of that world.
-The holy ground was made holy by God’s presence. God is not limited by sites,
shrines, temples. God has access to anywhere, and when God is there it is holy.
“The ground is now holy because of God’s appearance, not because it was
already holy. There is no holiness inherent in the place as such… That which is
part of the natural order is sanctified, set apart for special use by
God.” (Fretheim, p. 56).
Memory and Sight
-God appears to Moses (3:2). Moses tries to see the bush (3:3). Moses is afraid to look
(3:6). God says “I have observed the misery of my people…” (3:7). “I have seen how
the Egyptians oppress them.” (3:9).
-The act of remembering and forgetting will be an important theme throughout
Exodus, and the rest of the Hebrew Bible.
-God connects Moses to his past “God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” (Ex 3:6).
-When Moses asks about who to say sent him, God’s response ties the past and
present together “I am who I am.” (3:14). Then God again recalls the tradition of the
patriarchs (3:15).
Mission and Objections
-God’s Action: “I have come to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey.” (3:8).
-Moses’ mission: “So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.”

Gathering Prayer prior to worship
(to be read silently as you prepare your heart to worship God as you
listen to Camron’s opening musical prelude)

God declares, “I AM WHO I AM.”
The God of our ancestors is with us today.
Take off your shoes, you are on holy ground.
Join in the journey, and follow Jesus.
The way is not easy, but it is worth it.
God is our God, from generation to generation.
Let us worship God on this holy ground!
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather together to worship the God of our fathers and mothers—
the God of Abraham and Sarah, of Miriam and Moses—
who hears the cries of His people and comes to their aid;
who meets us on holy ground and calls us follow;
who invites us to leave our selfish ways behind,
and discover what it means to truly live.
This is our God!
Let us worship together.

HYMN (Blue #93, insert) ...........“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”...........................
This hymn text applies the door imagery to the singer’s heart, and concludes with the
individual’s welcome of the approaching Savior. Your heart needs to be open if you
want to be a servant of God. It is set to a very effective anonymous 18 th-century
English tune that has served many texts.

Flemish tapestry from the series
"The Life of Moses", attributed to
17th century French weaver
Charles Poerson, 1609 – 1667.
The tapestry is made of wool and silk
and can be found in the
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in
Richmond, Virginia. Public Domain
work of art.

Bible Study on EXODUS 3:1-15
INITIAL THOUGHTS
-“Moses is a lost soul.” Amy Merrill Willis - Raised by Hebrew mother. Adopted by
Egyptian princess. Murdered an Egyptian worker. Rejected by fellow Hebrews. Flees
his homeland, and is identified as an Egyptian by the woman he soon marries. Now
working for his father-in-law, his curiosity leads him to an incredible encounter.
-The ultimate call story. Moses going about his day-to-day business of tending the
flock when he encounters something incredible.

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIBLE STUDY

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Sojourning God, You have called us on a difficult journey. We come with so much
baggage: guilt, shame, fear, and longing. We remember how things used to be in our
minds, forgetting that the way has always been difficult. We long for an easier path in
this world, with wealth and security, and without the struggles we face in our own
lives. Christ, You have called us to hand over our burdens to You, to take up the cross
and follow You. You have shown us that we must deny the façade of ease that is
promised in this world, and instead, do the hard work of justice, showing mercy,
practicing compassion and kindness. May we have the strength to let go of our
baggage, to let go of the longing for the world’s false promises, and instead, take up
our cross and follow You. In Your name we pray all things. Amen.

Exodus 3:1-15. Like Moses, most children are fascinated by the bush that burns
but does not burn up. Unfortunately, their curiosity about how it happened and what
it looked like often keeps them from hearing what God said to Moses.
When they do listen to the conversation, children learn two truths. The first is
that when God sees something that needs to be done, God sends specific people to do
it. In this case, God was aware of the suffering of the Hebrew slaves and sent Moses to
rescue them. Similarly, when God sees people hurting today, God calls on people—
people like us—to save them.
The second truth is that even great people like Moses are frightened by trying
to do God’s work. Moses’ question “Why me?” is very like our response to setting
aside our snack money to feed hungry people, or trying to befriend the kid everyone
else ignores or teases. To explore this second point more fully, expand the reading to
include the rest of Moses’ attempts to avoid the job (Exod. 4:1-17).
Children, who tend to be interested in meaningful names are interested in God’s
name, “I am who I am” or “I am who I will be.” In other words, God is bigger and
“more” than we can ever describe.

HYMN (Glory to God #406, insert)......“We are Standing on Holy Ground”.....................
The phrase “holy ground” resonates with the experience of Moses at the burning
bush, where he had an encounter with God. The reference to angels may recall Jacob’s
vision in Genesis 28: 12-17. When Moses realizes he is in the presence of God, he
removes his shoes, for he is standing on holy ground.

MESSAGE...................................“The Bare Foot Lost Soul”...............................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God, just as You called Moses so long ago, so You call each one of us to speak and act
on Your behalf in our world today. Forgive us when we are hesitant to follow: when we
question Your call or make excuses for our abilities; when we complain about our lack
of time or hoard our resources. Give us courage to step out in faith, to follow where
You lead without hesitation or fear, trusting that Your presence goes with us, and that
You will provide all that we need. Amen.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
Exodus 3: 1-15 NRSV
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his
flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the
bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and
look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the Lord saw
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”
And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further,
“I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

HYMN (Glory to God #69, insert)............“I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”.............................
The stanzas here need to be understood as representing the voice of God, while the
refrain (based on Isaiah 6:8) is the faithful human response to God’s call. God heard
the Hebrew people cry out in suffering when they were enslaved in Egypt, and God
responded by sending servants to lift them up.

*BENEDICTION
God promised to be with Moses, and we are here to witness to the fulfillment of that
promise. From generation to generation, the God of Israel is also the God of our
community. The God of the burning bush is waiting even now to encounter you,
call you, challenge you, and change you. Go out to be sustained and surprised
by the love of God. Amen.

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt;
I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their
sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey,
to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how
the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should
go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with you;
and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”
13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to
the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall
say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

