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"The Seventh Plague" by John Martin (1789-1854) 

Public Domain on wikimedia 
Oil on Canvas 

Located in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, Massachusetts  
 
 

The Passover is established in Exodus 12:1-14. While this passage gives instructions 
for the date for the celebration, the details are pertinent to the people in Egypt at 

that time, to slaughter the lamb and put the blood on the doorposts, for the angel of 
the Lord to pass by their house. The lamb was to be roasted and eaten with bitter 
herbs and unleavened bread, a meal that in the future would remind them of their 
haste to leave Egypt, the bitterness of their oppression, and how God passed over 
their homes, sparing them. The plagues, and the consequences of the plagues, are a  

reminder of the awesome power of God.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Praying on the Nines 
 

A group of us were sharing various concerns we have during this unprecedented time 
of a pandemic and all its unwelcome consequences and wondering what we could do. 
Someone said we could pray. We know prayer is powerful and have felt the power of 
communal prayer during church services. While now we cannot raise our voices  
together in one place, we have seen the power of raising our voices 
together at the same time although we are in different places. We have felt this  
power as Pastor Sommer has led and encouraged us in "praying on the nines" at 9 am 
and/or 9 pm. Help us increase the number of us praying and increasing the power of 
our prayers by being a part of this prayer group "praying on the nines". A topic for the 
focus of our prayers will be printed in the weekly church bulletin. If you have special 
concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact Pastor Sommer 
(sommer@americuspresbyterian.org). 
 

This week’s prayer suggestion: 
 

Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is 
impossible. We come to you with our cares and concerns 
 

for our nation as we strive for equality and justice for all.............. 
 

for those who have been affected by natural disasters - Hurricane Laura and other 
tropical storms, wild fires, heavy rains and flooding................... 
 

All knowing God, you know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. 
We lift them up to you in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN  
 
 
 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has 
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their 

Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 
Adel Presbyterian Church 

401 South Hutchinson Avenue 
Adel, Georgia 31620 

PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                      Rev. Bill Gettys                        Mary Mackey                               
Nancy Miller 

 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 
Mary Crisp 

Camron Cummings 
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires  

-Teachers and Students 
 - Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 

 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s 
ALS is progressing quickly and the doctor has estimated that he only has 3-6 months 

to live. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family.    
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  

if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2020                                     Class of 2021                                     Class of 2022 
Sharon Parks                                     Russ Childers                                     Jim Buffaloe 
Katie Minich                                      Emily Collins                                   Cynthia Richmond 
Karen Gatewood                              Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams 
 

2020 Corporation Officers 
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins  

Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson 
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THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS 

 

-What do we do to make places safe and sacred but not isolated or ignorant? Churches 
are dedicated when they are built- what about after that? 
-How do we celebrate the Passover without creating an us/them environment?  
ex: They are killed while we are saved. 
-When we break bread and celebrate God’s saving actions- are we prepared for what 
is to come? 
-What is the point of the plagues?  
 A) show the people that God has the ultimate power over life and death.  
 B) justice for the Hebrew people  
 C) to remind the Hebrew people that the God they worshipped was not dead, 
 but very active in their lives. That God was a terrible and awesome power  
 beyond themselves.  
 
 
 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 
                    Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary. 

 

- Christian Copyright Licensing International  
Streaming License Number 20754605   

 

 

 

  

Sunday, September 6, 2020  
 11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship  

 

GATHERING PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 
Lord, we come this day to worship and thank you for the many ways you guide our 
lives. Help us to not have hard hearts like the Pharaoh. Help us to see your awesome 
power in our lives. We ask that our hearts, our ears, and our spirits may be open to 

your healing words of love. 

 In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                            
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     
Where two or more are gathered ... 
wherever they are gathered: 

in a building ... 
in a park ... 
on a sanctuary pew ... 
or Facebook ... 

wherever they are gathered in Jesus' name, 
Christ is there: 

over them ... 
under them ... 
around them ... 
beside them ... 
within them ... 
among them. 

Wherever two or more are gathered 
in Jesus' name, 
Christ is in the midst of them. 
Let us worship God. 

 
 

HYMN (Glory to God #35, insert) ...........“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”..................... 
 

This hymn is filled with praise to God for God’s awesome power. Most of the verses 
come from verses from the psalms. The stirring tune fits the praise perfectly and has 

made it a universal hit since the 17th century.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

~Defining moments for Israelites - Exodus and Exile: 
a) New year- beginning- sets the stage for everything that is to come 
b) Exodus - People who are saved by a God who saved slaves and oppressed 
c) Community - the lamb is to be killed and shared in community- family  
and neighbors 

 

~Boundaries 
a) The blood on the door sets the home as a sacred place of safety and peace amidst 
fear and death 

Quote by Sean White in Feasting on the Word - “In the obedience of the  
people, God's purposes unfold, so that their faithfulness and God's faithfulness 
somehow converged in the fulfillment of the promise. Uncertainty, anxiety, 
fear, obedience, and shalom all comprise the arena of experience with God.” 

b) Passover remains a time to annually remember God who has saved, is saving 
and will save God’s people 
 

~ Passover Bread – “matsot” is strange in its negative definition: “bread without  
leavened” 

Same bread Lot served the two strangers who came to his door 
 

~Ritual of Passover (E. Lane Alderman Jr., Feasting on the Word) 
a) How does this compare to communion? 
b) Passover: festival, communal, remembering God’s saving power, acknowledges 
fear, oppression sin and death - but trusts in God’s saving grace in the midst 
c) Does our Holy Communion liturgy also communicate these things? Should it? 
d) Are people any more distracted now than they were at the time of Moses? 
e) Does communion remind people of God saving grace- what they are saved from 
and what they are saved for? 

Quote from E. Lane Alderman = “Rituals anchor us in the past, but their real 
power is in their ability to propel us into the future. It is vitally important for 
the people to remember what God has done in the past, but the real  
celebration comes in seeing what God is doing in the present. People are still 
being liberated. Lives are still being renewed. Hopes are still being restored.” 

f) The Israelites share the Passover with girded loins, sandals on and staff at the ready- 
preparing for what is to come. The Disciples break bread and share the cup with Jesus 
knowing his death is imminent.  

Question: When we break bread and celebrate God’s saving actions- are we 
prepared for what is to come? 

 

 

 

 



The Seder/Passover Feast is one of the most 
sacred worship services in the Jewish  
tradition, a reminder of the awesome  
power of God during horrific circumstances. 
During World War II soldiers were not able 
to make it home to celebrate Passover with 
their families. So a decision was made to 
broadcast on the radio a Seder service for 
the armed forces. On Thursday evening, 
March 29, 1945 Chaplain Edward T. 
Sandrow led a Seder radio service, referred 
to that night as the Festival of Liberation, in 
collaboration with the National Jewish  
Welfare Board. The picture is from the 

American Jewish Historical Society and was taken that night during the live radio 
broadcast.  
 

 BIBLE STUDY   
 EXODUS 12:1-14 

 

 ~Direct response to Exodus 1 and Pharaoh’s inability to have power over life  
and death 

a) General discomfort with children dying/plague that kills the firstborn son = If 
God is truly all powerful then surely there is a solution that doesn’t result in 
slaughtering children? 
b) If God is going to kill all the firstborn - wasn’t Pharaoh a firstborn? The  
scripture says nothing about children 

 

~“Plagued by the Plagues” by Rabbi Ellen Weinberg Dreyfus 
Quote: “We read this epic story of our liberation and we are left with gnawing  
questions. It would be much easier to tell the story in black and white, with clear good 
guys and bad guys, and no ambivalence. If God was going to liberate the Israelites with 
"signs and marvels," did it have to be at the expense of others? The "extraordinary 
chastisements" fell upon the innocent Egyptians as well as the guilty. We can  
rationalize that they were all paying the price for benefitting from centuries of slavery 
or we can simply accept that our present-day ideas of fairness may not work in  
hindsight. There are no easy answers. Every good story has layers of meaning. The  
questions and the struggle are all part of the process of wrestling with our sacred text. 

 

 

 

 

HYMN (Glory to God #507, insert)...........“Come to the Table of Grace”........................ 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION        
 

 

SCRIPTURE               Exodus 12: 1-14  NRSV  
 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in  
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your lamb shall be without  
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 You shall 
keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation 
of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on 
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the 
lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, 
with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none of it remain until the 
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 This is how you 
shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 
and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12 For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land 
of Egypt. 14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual  
ordinance. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

MESSAGE..................................“A Day of Remembrance”................................................. 
  Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY       
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Because God has so richly blessed us, let us receive our morning offering in gratitude 
for all God has done and continues to do in our lives.  

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIBLE STUDY 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  
~ Kid’s (and adults!) will enjoy video’s on the story of Moses. There are two great  
cartoon episodes on vimeo at www.G-Dcast.com that make the Exodus story come to 
life. This is a video series created by the Jewish community (mostly Rabbi’s) for the 
Jewish Community (meant mostly for kids, but all ages welcome). The first video to 
check out is called Parshat “Bo” by Joel Stanley (episode 15). The second is called  
Parshat “Va’eira” by Rabbi Katie Mizrahi (Episode 14).  
  
~There are two ways to present this story to children in the context of the  Passover 
and the Plagues. First, focus onthe contest between the pharaoh and God. Read or 
tell of some of the plagues and how they made conditions worse for the slaves. The 
point is that no one, not even a powerful king, can outwit or find a way around God. 
The Passover is God's final word to the pharaoh and others like him.  In the  
traditional Passover feast, the children are the ones who ask the questions. The  
answers of how God saved the Hebrew people makes up the Passover worship  
service.  
  
But there is a second way to present the story. The central theme of the Passover, 
"God saves us," is repeated in the crossing of the sea, the text for next week. Since 
that story is easier for children, use it rather than the Passover to explore the "God 
saves us" theme. 

  

http://www.g-dcast.com/


  

 

 COMMUNION 
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith.  

The communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance. 
 You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 

bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  
participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  
thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the  

living presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  
 

PRAYER PRIOR TO COMMUNION  
A table is set before us. A feast is prepared for us. 

A meal of bread and wine, of meat and bitter herbs. 
The Lord calls us to this supper of remembrance. 

The Lord calls us to serve and to be served. 
As we break the bread and share the cup, 

our understanding may fail us. 
But we will never forget Christ’s example. 

We will never forget the full extent of his love. 
 

COMMUNION LITURGY  
by Carol Penner done in “Passover Style”  

(at Passover, Children ask the question, “what makes this night different?”) 
 

We come to this table with thankful hearts. 
 

Why do we give thanks at this table? 
We give thanks because God has invited us here!  
All God’s children are invited to the Lord’s supper. 
We come humbly to the table, 
knowing that we have not earned our way here, 
but are invited, guests at this feast of love.  
 

Why do we eat at this table? 
We eat at this table to remember 
that on the night before Jesus died, he ate with his friends.  
Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, 
he broke it and gave it to them saying, 
“Take, eat.  This is my body given for you.  
Each time you do this, remember me.” 



Let's pray:  God of grace,  
give us repentant hearts, forgiving hearts, clean hearts. 
With thanksgiving we come to your table. 
Send your Spirit upon us so that we know 
that all who eat and drink in this room and around the world 
are one body, one holy people, 
giving thanks to you in an endless song of praise. 
Thanks be to you Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave your life freely for our salvation. 
 

 [the bread is broken and eaten] 
 

We take the cup with thankful hearts. 
Why do we take the cup at this table? 
We drink because that same night Jesus also took a cup, 
and after giving thanks, 
passed it to his friends saying, "Drink this cup.  
This cup, poured out for you, is the promise of God.  
Whenever you drink it, remember me.” 
Thanks be to you Lord Jesus Christ, 
who gave your life freely for our salvation. 
 

Our presence at this communion table is a sign. 
Here we remember the gift that is Jesus; 
the gift of his birth, his life and his death on the cross. 
At this table we celebrate Christ’s resurrection. 
We remember that we are waiting in hope to see Jesus again. 
 

 [take the cup of salvation: we drink together] 
 

Let us pray together: 
Thank you for inviting us to this banquet! 
Help us to remember the gift we have received 
and to live as brothers and sisters, 
members of one family. 
 

All praise to you Lord Jesus Christ! 

  

 

 

HYMN (Glory to God #65, insert)........“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”.................... 

 

Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not 
gain its popular tune until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in  
English translation, it is a stirring hymn of pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery 

 from Hebrew Scripture.  
 

*BENEDICTION         

God, 
just as You rescued the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt, 

setting them free to worship and serve You, 
so You have also rescued us, 

setting us free from slavery to sin and selfishness, 
and inviting us into relationship with You and one another. 

We praise You for the love and mercy You have shown toward us. 
May we leave worship this morning in awe of your power. 

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Amen. 
  

 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…........................................................................ 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 


