PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Rev. Bill Gettys
Ronnie Greer
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires
-Teachers and Students
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s
ALS is progressing quickly and the doctor has estimated that he only has 3-6 months
to live. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family.
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2020
Sharon Parks
Katie Minich
Karen Gatewood

Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson

18th-century Flemish tapestry of “The Crossing of the Red Sea”
Created circa 1740 by weaver Jan van Orley
Currently in Brussels as part of the “F. van der Borght” workshop private collection
Public Domain Wikimedia

As you can see in the tapestry, this is the moment right before the waters are parted, when the
Israelites are trapped between the Red Sea and the Egyptian army. The scene is chaotic/frantic with
personal items littering the ground. Some sit in exhaustion, a mother nurses her hungry baby and some
raise their hands in petition to God to save them. Moses’ arms are raised as the bright pillar of light in
the distance begins to show the waters beginning to part.

We continue to follow the stories of the ancestors of the faith. The people of Israel escaped
their captivity in Egypt, led by God as the pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. Moses,
called by God, stretched his hand over the Red Sea and the people walked across dry land.
The Egyptian oppressors pursued them, but their chariots became stuck in the mud, the
army thrown into a panic because of God. Then, God told Moses to stretch out his hand
once again, and the waters of the Red Sea flooded over the Egyptians, and they all
drowned, but the people of Israel made it across on dry land. The Israelites saw and
believed what God had done for them, and also believed in God’s servant, Moses.

Praying on the Nines
A group of us were sharing various concerns we have during this unprecedented time
of a pandemic and all its unwelcome consequences and wondering what we could do.
Someone said we could pray. We know prayer is powerful and have felt the power of
communal prayer during church services. While now we cannot raise our voices
together in one place, we have seen the power of raising our voices together at the
same time although we are in different places. We have felt this power as Pastor
Sommer has led and encouraged us in "praying on the nines" at 9 am and/or 9 pm.
Help us increase the number of us praying and increasing the power of our prayers by
being a part of this prayer group "praying on the nines". A topic for the focus of our
prayers will be printed in the weekly church bulletin. If you have special concerns you
would like included in our group prayers, contact Pastor Sommer
(sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

"Join us daily to pray together on the nines.
This is our prayer for the week beginning September 13.
Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is
impossible. We come to you with our cares and concerns

Two responses of God’s work
a) Israelites - Choose faith, and walk through the dry land. This is a
precarious situation, but they come out alive on the other side.
b) Egyptians - Choose death. Continually pursuing the opposite of God’s
plan (unjustly enslaving the Israelites), they are swallowed by the water.
How do Christians respond to powers that are evil but appear indestructible?
Dietrich Bonhoeffer encouraged all Christians to not be overcome by evil, but to
overcome evil with good. “Christianity stands or falls,” Bonhoeffer wrote, “with its
revolutionary protest against violence, arbitrariness and pride of power and with its
plea for the weak. Christians are doing too little to make these points clear rather than
too much. Christendom adjusts itself far too easily to the worship of power. Christians
should give more offense, shock the world far more, than they are doing now.
Christians should take a stronger stand in favor of the weak rather than considering
first the possible right of the strong.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945), ‘My Strength is Made Perfect in Weakness’
a sermon on 2 Corinthians 12:9
found in ‘The Collected Sermons of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’

for our nation as we strive for equality and justice for all people..............
for those who have been affected by natural disasters - Hurricane Laura and other
tropical storms, wild fires, heavy rains and flooding including families who have lost or
damaged homes, firefighters, linemen, heavy equipment operators, the National
Guard, and volunteers ...................
All knowing God, you know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid.
We lift them up to you in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN"

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their
Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620

A photograph of Stained glass windows in “Or Torah Synagogue” in Akko, Israel
depicting (right to left): Crossing of the Red Sea, Moses striking the rock, and
Jerusalem. This photograph has been submitted through the Israeli Pikiwiki project.
The project is a cooperation between the Israel Internet Association and Wikimedia
Israel in an effort to promote documenting events relating to the history of Israel, or
depicting places of distinction in Israel and the Middle East.
Public Domain Wikimedia & Pikiwiki

Sunday, September 13, 2020
11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

BIBLE STUDY ON EXODUS 14:19-31
INITIAL THOUGHTS
~Read all of 14 for preparation.
~Sea of Reeds or Red Sea? Tomato Tamotto. Both are correct, either works. When
you think of it as the Sea of Reeds you are reminded that Moses was pulled out of
the reeds in the Nile River by the Egyptian Princess. But when you think of it as the
Red Sea, you are reminded of God’s power over creation during the plagues.
BIBLE STUDY
The power of God in Exodus 14
a) God works to save both the Egyptians and the Israelites.
b) God’s power intervenes to prevent war
c) God using the powers of Creation
Reminder of Creation story, which begins with “God’s wind swept
over the waters.” Creation story is more concerned with power,
control over chaos, and order. Written during exile to remind people
that God is, indeed, powerful and “in control.”
d) Israel’s rebirth - second creation story where God splits the water to give
new life to the Hebrew people.
Moses, the great leader
~Moses as the great leader, who rises up after a powerful encounter with God.
Moses is generally with his brother Aaron or sister Miriam, but ultimately Moses is
the center figure in the rebellion against the Pharaoh.
~Moses is the epic leader, calling upon God’s power to separate the waters.
This gives us the powerful image that we are used to in movies, with Moses forming
a miraculous canyon through the sea.
~The Egyptians are thrown into the water, and are destroyed. Emphasizes Yahweh’s
glory and power over and above that of Pharaoh. Victory is absolute.
~Reminder that Moses as an infant was not killed by the Pharaoh’s order to murder
all infant boys and instead was saved by his mother placing him in a basket in the
waters of the Nile. Ultimately the infant Moses survived where the Pharaoh’s
soldiers were destroyed.
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
~Israel’s resurrection story. Through death, Israel is given new life. Through the
waters of chaos, the people are birthed.

GATHERING PRAYER

Today’s scripture reading has been made famous in movies and art and fiction.
Through the power of God, the waters of the Red Sea will part and the Israelites will
pass through to freedom. But before the waters were parted they were ordinary people
who were stuck with an army on one side and deep waters on the other. Their
salvation came when they cried out to God. The people cried out and God responded.
When we feel overwhelmed by the storms of life, enter our hearts with your redeeming
love, O Christ. When our fears overtake us and we cannot find our way, give us
direction that we might faithfully serve you, even when we feel stuck! Amen.
PRELUDE

Camron Cummings, pianist

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather our voices and spirits in praise.
O God, quiet our souls so we may listen.
We seek within our heart Your call on our lives.
O God, quiet our minds so we may ponder Your words.
We long to join together in person;
However, we know You are with all of us now.
O God, unite us together as one in worship of You.

HYMN (Blue #234, insert) ...........“Come You Faithful Raise the Strain”...........................

6. How do we see God's protection in this story? (By performing a miracle to stop an
enemy from doing harm.)
Fun Activity
~Watch the kid’s animated movie “Prince of Egypt.”
~Have unleavened bread as a snack, with peanut butter and jelly
~Try parting the waters during your bath time!
Big Picture!
God's power is revealed in so many ways. No one but God could part a sea. God also
does many powerful things for us every day. God brings the sun up in the morning, God
showers the earth with rain, and makes the trees grow. God even created gravity to
keep us from accidentally flying into outer space. This week, everyone should spend
some time in prayer, thanking God for God’s mighty power.
Painting “Moses at the Red Sea,” created in
1906, by Japanese artist Aoki Shigeru
(1882-1911).
Public Domain Wikimedia
The artist died from tuberculosis at age 28,
but in his short life span received
critical acclaim.
The majority of his works are have been
collected by the Ishibashi Museum of Art in his
hometown of Kurume, Japan. Aoki was born to
a famous Samurai household, but left home at
age 17 to study art. Like Moses (who had to
flee Egypt after murdering an Egyptian guard),
Aoki had to leave the place of his birth to truly
discover what he needed to do in his life. Moses frequently in scripture made it clear that he
never felt like he belonged. But it was Moses’
unique position of having a foot in both the
Egyptian and Hebrew world that made him
such an incredible leader. That can be a lonely
position, however, if you do not view it as a gift. Perhaps that is why the artist painted
Moses as being alone.

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIBLE STUDY

Miracles!
What is a miracle? Have you ever seen a miracle? What is your favorite miracle from
the Bible? You can also have some of the children look up the word “miracle” in a
regular dictionary and in a Bible dictionary.
What is happening in the Exodus 14 story?
The Jewish people have been enslaved by the Egyptians and the Jewish people prayed
to God to help them be free. God helped Moses (and Moses’ brother Aaron) become
great leaders to help convince the Pharaoh to do what was right and let the people go.
The Pharaoh of Egypt finally did let the Israelites go. However, it was only after God
sent ten plagues on Egypt, and in the end, the Pharaoh's son was even killed. The
Israelites followed the Lord's instructions and ate the Passover meal in haste. The
bread they made did not contain yeast and is called unleavened bread. This type of
bread is still used today by Jewish people to celebrate God's protection from that tenth
plague. Now our story today from Exodus 14 finds the Israelites once again in a
predicament. Many people thought it was a trap. Open your Bible and read Exodus 14
to see what happened!

Fun Questions and Answers
1. Who did Moses say would fight for the Israelites? (God.)
2. What would the Israelites need to do? (Nothing, just to be still.)
3. How did God keep the Egyptians away from the Israelites before they crossed the
Red Sea? (He placed a pillar of fire between the two of them.)
4. What happened when Moses stretched out his hand over the sea the second time?
(The waters returned and Pharaoh's entire army drowned.)
5. How did the attitudes of the Israelite people change at the end of this story? (Instead
of being afraid, they trusted God.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Liberating God, we worship you.
We praise you for delivering your people of old from enslavement in Egypt
by opening up a new and unexpected future before them.
They experienced your grace and mercy in awesome and life-sustaining ways
which must have been like an impossible dream coming true.
Through these acts you showed your compassion
for the weak and powerless of this world.
We praise and adore you for opening up a new future for us
when your love and compassion, your mercy and grace
became enfleshed in Jesus Christ.
He delivered us from the bondage of evil and sin through his death on the cross.
The impossible once more became reality
when love defeated evil once and for all.
We pray that this time of worship will be a true offering
of our wonder and praise
that you should care for us so deeply and so faithfully.
This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God #476, insert).............“Crashing Waters at Creation”.....................

MESSAGE................................“To be pulled out of bondage”...........................................
Pastor Sommer Bower

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE

Exodus 14: 19-31

Common English Bible (CEB)

OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Lord, you have blessed our lives in so many ways. In gratitude for all the abundant
blessings you have showered upon us, we celebrate as we receive our morning
offering. Amen.
HYMN (Glory to God #233, insert)..............“The Day of Resurrection”............................

*BENEDICTION
The peace of Christ is with you. God knows you and loves you for who you truly are.
God knows your heart, and that you long to do right. Trust in God’s ways and show
mercy. Pursue peace, love, and forgiveness. You are not alone. You are loved and
carried by God. Go and share the good news, loving and forgiving one another. Amen.
*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ The Prayers of the People were adapted from Moira Laidlaw, “Liturgies Online.”
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

19 God’s messenger, who had been in front of Israel’s camp, moved and went behind
them. The column of cloud moved from the front and took its place behind them. 20 It
stood between Egypt’s camp and Israel’s camp. The cloud remained there, and when
darkness fell it lit up the night. They didn’t come near each other all night.
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord pushed the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, turning the sea into dry land. The waters were split into two.
22 The Israelites walked into the sea on dry ground. The waters formed a wall for them
on their right hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians chased them and went into the
sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and cavalry. 24 As morning
approached, the Lord looked down on the Egyptian camp from the column of lightning
and cloud and threw the Egyptian camp into a panic. 25 The Lord jammed their chariot
wheels so that they wouldn’t turn easily. The Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the
Israelites, because the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt!”
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the water
comes back and covers the Egyptians, their chariots, and their cavalry.” 27 So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea. At daybreak, the sea returned to its normal depth.
The Egyptians were driving toward it, and the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea.
28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the cavalry, Pharaoh’s entire
army that had followed them into the sea. Not one of them remained. 29 The
Israelites, however, walked on dry ground through the sea. The waters formed a wall
for them on their right hand and on their left.
30 The Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians that day. Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the amazing power of the Lord against the Egyptians.
The people were in awe of the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant
Moses.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

