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The ancestors of our faith complained in the wilderness shortly after they  
escaped their oppression in Egypt. In Exodus 16:2-15, they complained about 
how they didn’t have any food. They already complained to Moses about water 

soon after the Red Sea, and now they complained to Moses and Aaron and 
wished they had died in Egypt where at least they could eat their fill. Their  
complaint is to Moses and Aaron, whom they claim led them out of Egypt. 

However, it was God who heard their cries in Egypt, God who led them out of 
captivity. God told Moses that bread would rain down from heaven, so the  
people would know it was God who led them out of their oppression into 

 freedom, not Moses and Aaron. There would be enough for everyone to eat if 
they only took what they needed (and twice as much only the day before the  
Sabbath). Moses and Aaron told the people that their complaint was against 

God, not them. God therefore provided quails for the people to eat at night and 
manna in the morning so they would know that God was with them, and it was 

God who had delivered them.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Praying on the Nines 
A group of us were sharing various concerns we have during this unprecedented time of a 
pandemic and all its unwelcome consequences and wondering what we could do. Someone 
said we could pray. We know prayer is powerful and have felt the power of communal prayer 
during church services. While now we cannot raise our voices together in one place, we have 
seen the power of raising our voices together at the same time although we are in different 
places. We have felt this power as Pastor Sommer has led and encouraged us in "praying on 
the nines" at 9 am and/or 9 pm. Help us increase the number of us praying and increasing the 
power of our prayers by being a part of this prayer group "praying on the nines". A topic for 
the focus of our prayers will be printed in the weekly church bulletin. If you have special  
concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact Pastor Sommer 
(sommer@americuspresbyterian.org). 
 

"Join us daily to pray together on the nines.  
This is our prayer for the week beginning September 20 

 

"Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing 
is impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s 
joys and burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list. 
Comforting councilor, we also come to you with our cares and concerns 
for the future of our nation as we face many divisive issues in the coming  
election........... 
and 
for those who are still dealing with natural disasters - recent hurricanes such as Laura 
and  Sally and other tropical storms, wild fires throughout the west, heavy rains and 
flooding................... 
and 
for college students and others who seem to be disregarding medical 
recommendations for limiting contact during Covid 19, risking spreading the virus 
even more................   
 

Creative leader, help us to find the answers to the following questions. 
What can we, as your church, do to foster equality and restorative justice for all 
people in our community, our country and our world? What are You calling us, your 
church, to be and do in the coming year? 
 

All knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. 
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”  
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First Presbyterian Church of Americus ~ Piano Gifts 
Have you been enjoying the lovely sounds of the new piano during worship services?  

We are fortunate to have Camron Cummings who plays the piano so effortlessly. 
 If you are wondering how you can help out with the cost of the piano, the church  
office is still accepting donations for a piano key ($150) in honor or memory of a  

special person. Martha Ann Studstill’s daughters also requested that all donations in 
honor of Martha Ann Studstill go towards the cost of the piano. What a wonderful 
way to help spread love and light through our radio and Facebook Live broadcasts.  

 

Thus far $5,722 has been raised for the piano  
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Sunday, September 20, 2020  
 11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship  

 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

As we prepare our hearts for worship, O Lord, we remember the multitude 

of blessings you have given us. We are mindful of the ways in which you 

have lifted us when we have fallen low. Be with us this day as we gather 

to hear your word for our lives. Amen.  
 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     
You who are wandering in the wilderness, 
come, for in the barrenness of the landscape,  
God's mystery is inspiring. 
You who are feeling abandoned, resentful, and confused, 
come, for in the midst of community, 

             God's compassion is restorative. 
You who hungry and aching to be fed, come,  
for God does provide for God's people. 

 Let us worship God! 

 

HYMN (Glory to God #14 insert) ..............“For the Beauty of the Earth”.......................... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan                      Rev. Bill Gettys                        Mary Mackey                               
Nancy Miller 

 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 
Jim & Patti Griffith; Kate Griffith   

Darryl and Cara Hawkins; Carrie Hawkins and Ella Hawkins  
 

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires  

-Teachers and Students 
 - Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 

 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s 
ALS is progressing quickly and the doctor has estimated that he only has 3-6 months 

to live. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family.    
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

 
 
 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  

if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 
CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 

The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has 
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their 

Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 
Adel Presbyterian Church 

401 South Hutchinson Avenue 
Adel, Georgia 31620 

 

 

 

 

 



Points to God 
a) Saving from the Egyptians, providing water, purifying water, providing  
manna by day and quails by night - all point to who God is 
b) “Cannot live by bread alone” Deut. 8:3 

  
“Crisis of Food has led to a deepening crisis of faith” Carol J. Dempsey, Feasting on the 
Word- if we are going to share the good news, we need to be agents of blessing and 
feed the hungry first 
  
Dependance on God 

a) The Israelites are utterly dependent on God and they don’t like it 
b) Perhaps one of the problems with the Church today is that we forgot to be 
dependent on God 
c) We are so separated from many things we take for granted: electricity, clean 
water, clean air, food - we forget the gifts they are and the many people that 
make them possible. 
d) Are we still content with our “daily bread”? 

  
Deborah Block: People complain - God Hears - God Responds-People Respond 
How are we responding to God’s gift? 
  
T H O U G H T S  T O  D I G  D E E P E R  
1) How do we balance pride/ self esteem with God’s generosity? All that we have is a 
gift from God- does that leave room for pride? 
2) Why is it so hard to think of all that we have from our 401K to our toaster ovens as 
being a gift from God? Where does this notion of “what I deserve” come from? 
3) Are we still content with our “daily bread”? 

  

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
God of our Ancestors, You continue to show us the way out of oppression. You  
continue to lead us through the wilderness with a promise of an abundant life.  
Sometimes, we have become our own stumbling blocks, longing for a vision  
of the past that never existed, instead of understanding You are with us, right now.  
Sometimes, we hope for a future that is not what You desire for us and are  
disappointed when the paths don’t lead us where we hope. God of our Ancestors,  
help us to trust in You. Remind us of the promises of old, and guide us to move 
 forward in faith, even when the path is unknown. Help us to let go of false hopes,  
of veiled memories of better days, and lead us into Your ways of love, justice,  
and mercy. For we know that Your reign is at hand, and is coming. We know Your  
beloved community is now, and yet to be complete. We put our trust in You. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
 
 
HYMN (Glory to God #643, insert next page)......“Now Thank We all our God”............. 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION        
You call your people to prayer and praise in many ways. 
This day, bring us together just as you called the people of Israel 
to gather manna in the desert to eat and sustain life. 
God of unity, give us this day our daily bread. 
Offer us the nutrients we need to remain connected to you. 
As spiritual beings, we desire to receive food that endures— 
faith, hope, and love.  
God of grace, give us this day our daily bread. 
All life is created and nourished by you! 
May we grow into new circles of understanding and being, 
reflecting the ways in which we have been touched by your holy manna. 
Holy Spirit, come! Give us this day our daily bread. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~Talk about Holy Communion! Be sure to point to the similarity between manna and 
Communion bread. God gave the travelers in the wilderness manna to eat when they 
were afraid they would die of hunger. Communion bread reminds us that God sent  
Jesus to give us life. Though this connection is too abstract for children to grasp fully, 
even the youngest can recognize that both kinds of breads are associated with God's 
life-giving care for us. 

 
E X O D U S  1 6 : 2 - 1 5  

  
I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S  
Would you like some cheese to go with that whine? 
  
B I B L E  S T U D Y  
People Complain 

a) “Murmuring” 
b) What have you done for me lately? 
c) Are we that much different? I don’t think so- and God is still listening and 
providing 

  
God Provides 
Rejection of salvation- we wish God had not saved us 

a) “It would have been better” (echoes Jonah 4:1-3 - the other HB reading for 
today) 
b) It is easier to doubt than to trust 
c) The people do not doubt more than once about each thing  
(Egyptians, Water, Good Water, Food) 

  
God’s response 

a) God always provides- each time, no matter how often the people complain or 
misunderstand, God still provides 
b) In providing - there is no question of deserve- everything is a gift 
c) God is not a capitalist, there is no working on the Sabbath, there is no storing 
up riches, there are no manna-rich and manna-poor 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/parallel-bible/passage/?q=exodus+16:2-15&t=ceb&t2=nrs


 
 

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIBLE STUDY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manna and Quail from Heaven 
www.rainbowtoken.com 

 
 
 

Exodus 16:2-15 = The story of the manna and quail speaks powerfully to adults about 
trusting God, because adults generally consider themselves responsible for providing 
their own food. Children, however, depend on other for their food, so for them, the 
story is less challenging. It is simply another reminder that God takes care of us and 
that we are to trust God. In many ways, it is an example of the generous love that Jesus 
pointed out in his parable. Children's interest is caught mainly by the details about the 
sudden appearance of the manna and the quail. 
 

Watch Words 
“Manna” may be a new term to your children. They will be interested in its qualities 
and in the way it suddenly appeared. 
 
 

Experience Bread from Heaven!  
~ Ask kids to fill a basket or platter with different kinds of bread to display on the  
Communion table during worship; as a reminder of all the bread God provides for us. 
Suggest that they include such things as hot-dog buns, a loaf of French bread, some 
pita bread, tortillas, corn bread, even bagels. In your prayers of thanksgiving include 
thanks for bread, in all its tasty shapes and forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE              Exodus 16: 2-15            Common English Bible (CEB) 
                                      

2 The whole Israelite community complained against Moses and Aaron in the  
desert. 3 The Israelites said to them, “Oh, how we wish that the Lord had just put us 
to death while we were still in the land of Egypt. There we could sit by the pots  
cooking meat and eat our fill of bread. Instead, you’ve brought us out into this desert 
to starve this whole assembly to death.” 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “I’m going to 
make bread rain down from the sky for you. The people will go out each day and  
gather just enough for that day. In this way, I’ll test them to see whether or not they 
follow my Instruction. 5 On the sixth day, when they measure out what they have  
collected, it will be twice as much as they collected on other days.”  
 
6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “This evening you will know that it was 
the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 7 And in the morning you will see 
the Lord’s glorious presence, because your complaints against the Lord have been 
heard. Who are we? Why blame us?” 8 Moses continued, “The Lord will give you meat 
to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning because the Lord heard the  
complaints you made against him. Who are we? Your complaints aren’t against us but 
against the Lord.” 9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole Israelite community, 
‘Come near to the Lord, because he’s heard your complaints.’” 10 As Aaron spoke to 
the whole Israelite community, they turned to look toward the desert, and just then 
the glorious presence of the Lord appeared in the cloud.  
 
11 The Lord spoke to Moses, 12 “I’ve heard the complaints of the Israelites. Tell them, 
‘At twilight you will eat meat. And in the morning you will have your fill of bread. Then 
you will know that I am the Lord your God.’”13 In the evening a flock of quail flew 
down and covered the camp. And in the morning there was a layer of dew all around 
the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the desert surface were thin 
flakes, as thin as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to each 
other, “What is it?” They didn’t know what it was. Moses said to them, “This is the 
bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rainbowtoken.com/


 

 MESSAGE....................................“Bread from Heaven”.....................................................  
 Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
OFFERTORY       
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Generous God, you have blessed us with so much. Take these gift and cause them to 

work for you in this world which you have loaned to us. Amen.  
 

 
HYMN (Glory to God #65, insert).......“Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”....................... 

 
 
 

*BENEDICTION         

Hear the good news:  what we do matters, but our salvation is  
God's doing. God hears our complaints, but also our prayers. 

God will not forget us. In Christ's name, we experience restoration and mercy.  
This we believe in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 

 

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 
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