PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS HOMEBOUND &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan

Rev. Bill Gettys
Nancy Miller

Mary Mackey

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Jim and Nancy Herron
Nate Herron; Mitch and Riley
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires
-Teachers and Students
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s
ALS is progressing quickly and the doctor has estimated that he only has 3-6 months
to live. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family.
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation has
been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and their
Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620

The people of Israel complained once again to Moses, this time about
water in Exodus 17:1-7. When the people quarreled with Moses, they
argued that Moses brought them out of Egypt to die in the wilderness, for
they have no water. Moses reminded them it was God who brought them,
questioning why they would want to test God. Nonetheless, the people
argued that Moses wanted them and their children and livestock to die.
Moses turned to God, fearful that the people might kill him. God told
Moses to take some of the elders with him, to go ahead of the people to
Horeb and to strike the rock with the staff Moses used to part the Red
Sea. When he struck the rock in the sight of the elders, water came forth.
Moses gave a name to the place, related to Quarreling, for the people
tested God, wondering if God was with them.

Praying on the Nines
A group of us were sharing various concerns we have during this unprecedented time of a
pandemic and all its unwelcome consequences and wondering what we could do. Someone
said we could pray. We know prayer is powerful and have felt the power of communal prayer
during church services. While now we cannot raise our voices together in one place, we have
seen the power of raising our voices together at the same time although we are in different
places. We have felt this power as Pastor Sommer has led and encouraged us in "praying on
the nines" at 9 am and/or 9 pm. Help us increase the number of us praying and increasing the
power of our prayers by being a part of this prayer group "praying on the nines". A topic for
the focus of our prayers will be printed in the weekly church bulletin. If you have special
concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact Pastor Sommer
(sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

"Join us daily to pray together on the nines.
This is our prayer for the week beginning September 26
"Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing
is impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s
joys and burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list.
Comforting councilor, we also come to you with our cares and concerns
for the future of our nation as we face many divisive issues in the coming
election...........
and
for those who are still dealing with natural disasters - recent hurricanes such as Laura
and Sally and other tropical storms, wild fires throughout the west, heavy rains and
flooding...................
and
for college students and others who seem to be disregarding medical
recommendations for limiting contact during Covid 19, risking spreading the virus
even more................
Creative leader, help us to find the answers to the following questions.
What can we, as your church, do to foster equality and restorative justice for all
people in our community, our country and our world?
What are You calling us, your church, to be and do in the coming year?
All knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid.
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”

LIVING WATER
(inspired by Exodus 17: 1-7)

In the dry wildernesses of our lives,
in the days of heat and thirst,
you offer us living water,
Thank you, gracious and generous God.
When we begin to doubt your presence,
and grumble that your love is unreliable,
you offer us living water,
Thank you, gracious and generous God.
When life’s regrets and the bad choices we have made
leave us feeling excluded and unworthy,
you offer us living water,
Thank you, gracious and generous God.
When circumstances, or the inhumanity of others,
have left us alone and wounded,
you offer us living water,
Thank you, gracious and generous God.
We thank you and praise you, O God,
that how ever we may thirst,
what ever we may need to satisfy our souls,
you offer it freely and abundantly in Christ;
So we drink deep of the living water
and, as we draw from your wells,
we seek to pass the cup to others
who, like us, are thirsty for your grace.
Amen

Sunday, September 26, 2020
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“I wonder if all these tests Moses and God keep referencing are intended to teach
the people radical trust in a god who is opposed to hoarding and yet who is also
present and responsive to their needs. This display of divine power is far less
dramatic than controlling the waters of the Red Sea and turning them into dry land,
but it does seem to present that act, in which the sea became dry, in reverse. The dry
rock here flows with water. God brings water -- and with it, life -- to the arid
wilderness.” (Amy Erickson from the Working Preacher)
THOUGHTS AND QUESTIONS
~The same staff that poisoned the water in Egypt is now providing water in
the wilderness. The same God that delivered them from Egypt is now
providing for their sustenance in the wilderness.
~The wilderness is not without benefits. Though not without its pitfalls, the
wilderness provides the people a chance to learn about who they are. The
people are strengthened by this experience, and are learning to depend upon
God.
~God brings water out of rock, just as God brings order out of chaos, and life
out of death. God’s creative work continues.

Work’s Cited
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605
Copyright © John van de Laar, on his excellent website Sacredise.com.

Gathering Words
Come, all who thirst—come to the water!
You who long for the water of life—come and drink!
Dip your soul in the river of God’s goodness;
quench your thirst at God’s well of grace.
For God is here among us,
offering living water to all who would drink!
Let’s worship God together!
PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Pastor Sommer Bower

CALL TO WORSHIP

Gather 'round, you elders of the people,
you who are willing to be witnesses
to God's activity in the world.
Gather 'round, you complainers,
crying out for the powerless,
making your voices heard.
Gather 'round, you fearful ones,
living in the tension between
frustration and hope.
Gather 'round, you leaders of the people,
anxious and exasperated
and needing to be led yourselves.
God is here.
God is listening.
God will provide.
Let us worship God.
HYMN (Glory to God #327 insert)..........“From All that Dwell Below the Skies “...............

3) Moses (Alter, The Hebrew Bible)
a) He takes the critique against him and reframes it as a critique against
God
b) He raises his fear and frustration to God
c) God “tests” Moses by asking him to “pass before” the people whom
Moses fears will “stone” him.
d) Moses must use his staff - thus far a tool of judgment and destruction to
become a tool of life - perhaps revealing more about who this YHWH
is - not just a God of just, also a provider
4) Continuing motif of “moving”
a) The people are on the move. Moving toward the fulfillment of a
promise.
b) The movement, however, is agonizingly slow. It has already been said
that the delay of the promise will be 40 years.
c) Here it is said that the people are moving “in stages,” but could find
nothing to drink.
5) Continuing the motif of “murmuring”
a) Fretheim points to two different kinds of Wilderness stories. Murmuring
in response to genuine need, and murmuring without cause. This story
falls into the first category of murmuring as a response to genuine need.
b) Water is a legitimate request, so there is no sense of judgment from God
(as opposed to later, when God’s response is more negative)
c) The people’s murmuring now so bad that they are about to stone Moses.
6) Continuing the motif of “testing.”
a) Over and over, God tests the people, and the people test God.
b) This is a new relationship, both sides are testing.
-Kids test parents’ boundaries
-“Honeymoon” period in a marriage ends when people start testing.
-Only when relationships are mature do people stop “testing,” and
settle into a more comfortable intimacy.

Direct connection to the first lack of water episode in Exodus 15:22-27 (which the
lectionary skips over).
“This first experience of freedom is a bitter one...They were freed from Egypt
but now belong to YHWH…[who] has the ability to inflict plagues as well as to
heal.
[This story] is evocative for African Americans, whose first taste of freedom was a
bitter one. The promise of forty acres and a mule was an empty one...The
experiences of Reconstruction caused African Americans to ask, “Where is this land
of promise?”...many members of the African American community feel it has become
a permanent way of life as African Americans, like Israel in the wilderness, to move
from one crisis to another.”Judy Fentress-Williams, Africana Bible
2) Terrence Fretheim calls this period the “adolescence” of Israel.
(Interpretation: Exodus, p. 171)
a) Adolescence is a time of growth, challenging, finding
independence. Learning how to have an identity.
b) The Israelites are “forged in the fire” of the wilderness. They learn to
completely depend on God. They have no food. It falls from the sky. They
have no water. It comes out of rocks. They are attacked, they prevail simply
by having Moses raise his hand.
“Even in the wilderness God is responsive to the needs of these
complaining people. God provides what the context cannot. The
protests are answered, the cries are heard, quite undeservedly.
Deliverance comes, but not in being removed from the wilderness.
A table is spread in the very presence of the enemy. There is a gift
of food where the resources are only ephemeral. There is a gift of water
where only rocks abound. There is a gift of healing where the pain never
ends. The movement from death to life occurs within the very
experience of godforesakenness. Death is transformed into life from
within a death-filled context. A sanctuary is provided, but in the
wilderness.” (Frethiem, p. 172)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Loving God, You call us by name. You know our hearts, our inmost thoughts. Your
desire for us is to love You and to love one another as we love ourselves. It is such a
simple calling, a simple commandment, and yet, we fail to live it out. Guide us in our
lives to the ways of Your love. In this quickdraw world, help us to be slow to anger. In
a world of violence and fear, may we live into Your ways of peace and hope. May we
transform fear into awe. Help us to ponder Your teachings to our ancestors with
wisdom and understanding and live our lives in ways that are an example to others.
Wisdom from on high, guide us in our daily lives. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

HYMN (Blue Presbyterian Hymnal #492)........................................................................
”Baptized in Water“
1 Baptized in water,
Sealed by the Spirit,
Cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King;
Heirs of salvation,
Trusting the promise,
Faithfully now God's praises we sing.
2 Baptized in water,
Sealed by the Spirit,
Dead in the tomb with Christ, our King;
One with his rising,
Freed and forgiven
Thankfully now God's praises we sing.

3 Baptized in water,
Sealed by the Spirit,
Marked with the sign of Christ, our King;
Born of the Spirit,
We are God's children,
Joyfully now God's praises we sing.

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE
Exodus 17: 1-7

Common English Bible

Water from a rock
17 The whole Israelite community broke camp and set out from the Sin desert to
continue their journey, as the Lord commanded. They set up their camp at Rephidim,
but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people argued with Moses and
said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why are you arguing with me?
Why are you testing the Lord?” 3 But the people were very thirsty for water there, and
they complained to Moses, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt to kill us, our children,
and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should I do
with this people? They are getting ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Go
on ahead of the people, and take some of Israel’s elders with you. Take in your hand
the shepherd’s rod that you used to strike the Nile River, and go. 6 I’ll be standing
there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Hit the rock. Water will come out of it, and
the people will be able to drink.” Moses did so while Israel’s elders watched. 7 He
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites argued with and tested
the Lord, asking, “Is the Lord really with us or not?”
John 4: 12-14
NRSV
12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons
and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Kid’s Assurance of Pardon: Even after God led them away from Pharaoh and through
the Reed Sea, even after God fed them with manna and quail and made water flow
from a rock, the people complained. God had every right to give up on them. But, God
was patient. God took care of them and taught them and forgave them. God promises
to do the same for you and for me. We have Jesus' word on it. Thanks be to God!

Bible Study on
EXOD US 17:1 - 7
“The Israelites Gathering Manna in the Desert” — Rubens ca. 1627

INITIAL THOUGHTS
Context:
-Immediately after the giving of manna and meat. This time the people have no
water.
First, manna from heaven. Now, water from rock.
-Second time they lacked good water. The first time, Moses was instructed to put a
piece of wood in the water.
BIBLE STUDY
1) The third “murmur” episode creating an A B A structure of lack of water (Exodus
15:22-27), lack of food (Exodus 16:2-15), lack of water (Alter, The Hebrew Bible)

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIBLE STUDY

MESSAGE.........................“Dying of Thirst at the Edge of the River”.................................
Pastor Sommer Bower
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of abundance, you fill us with good things; you satisfy our thirst; you meet our
every need. From your rock, our blessings flow. Accept what we give in return: our
hearts, our hands, our gifts, our love. Use them to answer the cries of a world in need.
Amen.
HYMN ((Glory to God #634 insert) ...................................................................................
“To God Be the Glory”

Kid’s lesson on Exodus 17:1-7. The story of the water from the rock parallels last
week's story of manna and quail. In each case the people worry and complain, and
God provides what is needed. Again, the key issue is to trust God, particularly for the
necessities of life. For children, who must depend on others for these basics, the point
it not very meaningful. Instead, they focus on the details and repetitive point in these
stories. They may feel a little superior to the travelers who were such slow learners
and will enjoy adding the story of water from the rock to their growing repertory of
Exodus stories. If you think of examples of our complaining and whining, include some
children's complaints: School is too hard; My parents love my sister more than me;
Coach doesn't like me, so I never get to play; I never get to . . . ; He always gets to . . . ;
Everyone else has a . . . ; No one else has a little brother as pesky as mine; and so
forth! Everybody complains…and it is okay! But we cannot become stuck in our
complaints…we must find ways to stop complaining and move to action.
Kid’s Prayer of Confession:
Almighty God, you love us and take care of us just as you loved and took care of the
travelers in the wilderness. But, like them, we complain and worry. We complain about
the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the house we live in, the jobs we do. We worry
that we are missing out on things that we deserve. We are jealous of anything others
have that we do not. And, we worry that we will lose even what we have. Help us
recognize all the ways you take care of us. Help us appreciate and enjoy your gifts. And
teach us to trust you to give us what we need. Amen.

*BENEDICTION
Friends in Christ,
our God is patient, steadfast, and understanding.
Christ hears our cries of repentance.
The Lord knows our hearts, inside and out.
The One who created us promises to care for us,
even when we turn away.
Be strengthened to walk as disciples as you leave this time of worship.
Trust in God's mercy. Amen.

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

