
PRAYER LIST 
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers, 

 Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially: 

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN  
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

Bob & B.J. Bryan          Rev. Bill Gettys      Mary Mackey   Nancy Miller     
Ray & Donja Tripp Gloria Johnson      Pat Hill                Blanche Palmer       

Kathy Newkirk  Anne & Malcolm Perry 

   MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION 
Lois and Tim Hunter 

Lily Ingle 
SPECIAL PRAYER FOR: 

- Lynne Repaskey and her family on the death of her son 
Lynne is a life long friend of Cynthia Richmond 

- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks 
Carolyn is living with Parkinson's Disease and Maurice is undergoing 

 radiation treatment for cancer 
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires  

-Teachers and Students 
 - Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with 

 peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers 
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is 

progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family 
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece) 

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER 
-Benji & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.  
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators  

-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary  
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org  

if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.  

 

Work’s Cited 
 ~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors 

                       Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.  
-Gathering Word’s adapted from LectionaryLiturgies.com by Presbyterian Minister Thom Shuman.  

-The Prayer of Illumination was adapted from a prayer by Moira Laidlaw, and posted on Liturgies Online. 
-The Call to Worship was created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org. 

~ Christian Copyright Licensing International  
Streaming License Number 20754605 
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“Moses on Mount Sinai” 
Jean-Léon Gérôme, Moses on Mount Sinai, 1895–1900. Oil on canvas.  

Source: Bible Odessy 
 
 
 
 

God spoke through Moses to give the commandments on Mount Sinai in Exodus 20. 
God reminded the people that God was the one who brought them out of their  

oppression in Egypt, no other god did this. God instructed the people on how they 
ought to live, in a way that remembered who they were, where they came from, and 
who God had called them to be. As a wandering people who could easily have been 
absorbed into other nations, God desired for them to remember who they were, and 

who their God was. The people were afraid, but Moses assured them that God’s  
desire was that they listen, learn, and live.  



Praying on the Nines 
As we come to prayer this week, may we remember the following  

words from the Bible. 
 

From Paul’s first letter to the Thessilonians, chapter 5, verses:16-17 “Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you.” 
 

From the book of John, chapter 15, Jesus said, in verse 7 “If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” and in 
verses 12-13 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
 

If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact  
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org). 
 

Our Prayer for the Week beginning October 4, 2020 
 

Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is 
impossible. 
Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s joys and burdens 
as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list. 
 

Comforting councilor, we also come to you with our cares and concerns 
for the future of our nation as we face many divisive issues........... 
and 
for those who are still dealing with natural disasters caused by weather - storms and 
wild fires, and by Covid 19................... 
and 
for college students and others who seem to be disregarding medical  
recommendations for limiting contact during Covid 19, risking spreading the virus 
even more................   
 

Creative leader, help us to find the answers to the following questions. 
What can we, as your church, do to foster equality and restorative justice for all  
people in our community, our country and our world? 
 

What are You calling us, your church, to be and do in the coming year? 
 

All knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid. 
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN” 

   

 

 

 

 

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER 

The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation 

has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and 

their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another! 

Adel Presbyterian Church 
401 South Hutchinson Avenue 

Adel, Georgia 31620 
 
 
 

SESSION (RULING ELDERS): 
Class of 2020                                     Class of 2021                                    Class of 2022 
Sharon Parks                                     Russ Childers                                    Jim Buffaloe 
Katie Minich                                      Emily Collins                                     Cynthia Richmond 
Karen Gatewood                              Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)                    Earl Williams 
 

2020 Corporation Officers 
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins  

Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson 
 
 

OCTOBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

- Pulpit Supply - Tom McFarland will be leading worship on Sunday, Oct.11th while     
Pastor Sommer is on vacation Oct.8,9 & 11th 

 

- Office Supply  - Sharon Parks will be in the church office on October 16th, 20th,   
21st, 22nd, 23rd  while Marcia Seymour is on vacation 

 

- Presbytery Flint River Meeting on Sat, Oct.17th via Zoom. Pastor Sommer and  
Sharon Parks virtually attending.  

 

- Congregational Meeting for the Election of Elders = Sunday, October 18, 2020 
after worship. Joy Thompson, Sharon Parks & Meda Krenson have been nominated 
by the Nominating Committee.   

 

- Session Meeting - Tuesday, October 27, 2020 @ 6:30pm  
 

- CSM is hoping to re-open its doors on Thursday, Nov.5th @ 9am  
 

mailto:sommer@americuspresbyterian.org


Relationship with Others-  
our relationship with God transforms our relationship with others 
-Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you. 
- You shall not murder 
-Not thou shall not kill- “the Hebrew verb, ratsah clearly means “murder,” not “kill,” 
and so that ban is specifically on criminal acts of taking of life.” Robert Alter, The 
Hebrew Bible 
-You shall not commit adultery. 
-You shall not steal. 
-You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
-You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  
 

“Brings everything back to the first commandment...to have nothing and no one before 
God.” Judy Fentress-Williams, The Africana Bible 
Equal commandments 
-The way the commands are written, they are all of equal importance, but we do not 
treat them equally- Keeping the Sabbath is not equal to murder 
-What would happen is we kept the commandments equally? 
-try to think of the commandments in terms of 2020 
Examples: 
 a) wrongful use of the Lord’s name: how often is the name of God used to justify  
power, empire, domestic abuse, political gain, liberal or conservative agendas? 
b) Sabbath: Perhaps the most overlooked- people are tired and not keeping the 
“Sabbath.” Why not? Why is it less important? 
c) Coveting: TV, radio, media all teach us to covet - the latest iphone, body image. “The 
only time you should worry about your neighbor’s bowl is if there isn’t enough in it.”  
d) How do we balance out the Ten Commandments and Jesus’ greatest command-
ments? 

Love is the foundation: the Ten Commandments are included in Jesus’ 
commandments not in opposition 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2020  
 11:00 a.m. - World Communion Sunday Worship  

 

Gathering Prayer 
Once, you saw your children 

held bondage by fear and despair in Egypt 
and gathered them up to journey 
with them into freedom and hope 

through the Red Sea and into the wilderness. 
In these days of worry and uncertainty, 

continue to walk with your children 
who feel captive by a virus we cannot see. 

Fill our hearts and souls 
with sighs more precious than 

all we value, Gracious God. 
 

PRELUDE                                                                                           Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    Pastor Sommer Bower 

 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                     
We are created in the image of God. 
We are commanded to love God and one another. 
We are required to do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with God. 
We are called to follow Jesus. 
In this time of worship, 
may we remember God’s intention for us, 
Christ’s call upon us, 
And the Spirit’s movement in us. 

 Amen. 

 

HYMN (Blue Presbyterian Hymnal #229 insert)................................................................ 
 

“From All That Dwell Below the skies” 
 

  



 

  Relationship with God: 
            1.) v. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
            The relationship between God and God’s people form the foundation for all the 
other commandments. Living in a way consistent with these commandments are  
evidence of the integrity of this relationship. 
            2.) v. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the  
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.” 
  
Judgement –  
3-4 generations, Grace - thousandth generation: Grace over and above Judgement. 
~This is the God of history - “who brought you out of Egypt” and eternal Cosmos 
“heaven above, earth beneath, water under the earth” Robert Altar, The Hebrew Bible 
-Other cultures ascribed different gods to each of these realms - Baal over land, Yamm 
over sea, Mot over the underworld. YHWH is the God of all 
-“The prohibition of images...prevents Israel from prescribing limits to how God 
works.” Judy Fentress-Williams, The Africana Bible 
  
Rest - 
 “8 Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 For six days you shall labor and do 
all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not 
do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your live-
stock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.” 
~Different from the decalogue in Deuteronomy 5:15 which the reason for observing 
the Sabbath is in remembrance of being brought out of slavery in Egypt, “Remember 
that you were a slave in Egypt, but the LORD your God brought you out of there with a 
strong hand and an outstretched arm. That's why the LORD your God commands you 
to keep the Sabbath day.” 
            However, v. 2 puts the entire decalogue in the context of the Exodus 
  
 

 

 

 

 



4. The human problem behind the command about the sabbath is that if we do not set 
aside specific times for rest and for worship, then we forget who we are and what is 
important. As children's sport teams practice and play on Sunday mornings, children 
face the choice between church activities and sports. This must be challenged openly 
with both the children and their parents. 
 

5. Even young children need to be told that the rule means we should treat parents 
with respect, rather than feel love for them. Children whose parents mistreat them 
need not feel guilty about their lack of loving feelings. 
 

6. The basis for not murdering is respect for life. Children develop this respect in the 
way they treat animals, especially pets or small animals they may find. 
 

7. Because of television, at a very early age, children know what adultery is. But the 
crux of this rule for children is still family loyalty. Family members are to support and 
look out for one another. 
 

8. Stealing means the same thing at all ages. 
 

9. For children, "bearing false witness" is telling lies about other people and sharing 
gossip they do not know to be true. 
 

10. Do not covet means not to be greedy. Do not be jealous of the clothes, toys,  
special lessons, or homes of others. Again, children and adults can talk about the same 
problem with the same words—just different objects. 
 

Ten Commandments Adult Bible Study 
Introduction 
a) “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery;” = the God who brings about justice. The God who hears, listens,  
responds.  
b) Salvation comes first, not second- God’s grace is the foundation upon which the 
Commandments are based 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION      
We acknowledge you, O God, as creator and as liberator.  
You are the One who brought the captives out of Egypt and delivered them from the 
oppression of slavery. You gave laws which shaped how people were to relate to you, 
to each other and to the whole environment. You implored people to worship only you, 
knowing that whatever was put in your place would become the object of idolatry— 
would become the priority of people's lives. In this time of worship, help us to focus on 
you, O God, as the priority of our lives. Amen. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE          Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12-20  
The Ten Commandments 
1 Then God spoke all these words:  
2 I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
3 You must have no other gods before me.  
4 Do not make an idol for yourself—no form whatsoever—of anything in the sky above 
or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth.  
 
 

7 Do not use the Lord your God’s name as if it were of no significance; the Lord won’t 
forgive anyone who uses his name that way. 
8 Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy. 9 Six days you may work and do all 
your tasks, 
 
 

12 Honor your father and your mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
13 Do not kill. 
14 Do not commit adultery. 
15 Do not steal. 
16 Do not testify falsely against your neighbor. 
17 Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s house. Do not desire and try to take 
your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs 
to your neighbor. 
 
 

18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the horn, 
and the mountain smoking, the people shook with fear and stood at a  
distance. 19 They said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we’ll listen. But don’t let  
God speak to us, or we’ll die.” 
20 Moses said to the people, “Don’t be afraid, because God has come only to test you 
and to make sure you are always in awe of God so that you don’t sin.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!     



 
 

 

MESSAGE.......................“Lord, open my eyes and ears and heart”...................................  
 Pastor Sommer Bower 

 

OFFERTORY 
 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 

HYMN (Blue Presbyterian Hymnal #492)......................................................................... 
 

“In Christ There Is No East or West” 
 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
In Him no south or north; 

But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

2 In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord, 
Close-binding humankind. 

 

3 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 
Whate'er your race may be. 
All children of the living God 

Are surely kin to me. 
 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
In Him meet south and north; 

All Christly souls are one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

  

 CHILDREN’S CORNER BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Ten Commandments, illustration from a Bible card published by the  
Providence Lithograph Company, 1907. The people of Israel waiting as Moses comes down to 

 bring them the Ten commandments. www.wikimedia.com Public Domain 
 
 

Exodus 20:1-20. Children are on the lookout for good rules.  
So the Ten Commandments, the rules of God's people, get their attention.  
They want to know what each one means and how one lives by it. 
 

1. For literal thinkers, the first rule means that we are to sing and pray only to God. 
Talk of a "god" as something that is most important in our lives must wait until ab-
stract thinking skills develop. 
 

2. Even young children understand that we are not to make images of God, because 
God is bigger and different than anything we can imagine. No matter what we draw or 
sculpt, it will not be accurate. 
 

Older children are often confused by the description of God as "jealous" because  
jealousy is an attitude they are taught to avoid. The phrase makes more sense to  
children when put, "I (God) care so very much about you." 
 

3. For children, using God's name disrespectfully means saying "God" without real 
meaning in conversation, or saying God's name to express our own anger or  
frustration. 

  

http://www.wikimedia.com/


 

 
*BENEDICTION         

  

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist  
 
 
 
 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following  
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one  

another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!  
And also with you! 

 
POEM 

“AWARENESS” 

When I consider just how blind I’ve been 
To beauty all around that others see 

And capture on a canvas or earth pen, 
While much of each day’s glory escapes me~ 

 

When I consider that my ears are dazed 
By sounds that have filled others with delight, 
That fathered symphonies and hymns of praise, 
While I grope on, bereft of sound and sight~ 

 

When I consider from my ivory tower 
That man wants friendship, needs a helping hand, 

And yet, secure within my bower tower, 
Leave him to struggle on in sinking sand~ 

 

Then on my knees in some place set apart 
I pray, “Lord, open my eyes and ears and heart.” 

  
 

Poem written by Anne E. Gatewood in December, 1965 
Currently hanging in the 1st Presbyterian Church Parlor 

The poem was framed and given to the church as a gift by the Day Lily Garden Club 

 

 COMMUNION  
We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper today as a community of faith.  

The communion elements (juice & bread) can be found at the sanctuary entrance.  
You are invited to pick up your communion elements prior to worship or an usher will 

bring elements to you. If you are worshipping with us at home, you are invited to  
participate in communion at home. Holy Communion unites us in praise and  

thanksgiving to God for all God has done to save us, and it feeds us with the living  
presence of Jesus, crucified and risen.  

 

 

 
COMMUNION MESSAGE 

On this World Communion Sunday, as we remember how Christ took bread and wine 
and gave it to his disciples to remember him, to know the new covenant, we remember 

God’s intentions for us, and we renew ourselves to Christ’s call to God’s intention: to 
love our neighbor as ourselves, to live into the reign of God on earth as it is in heaven. 

  
PRAYER FOR WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
Loving Christ, You gathered Your disciples together long ago on the night you were  
betrayed, and called upon them to remember You. You called upon them to remember 
Your love, Your grace, and Your forgiveness. You called each of them, including the one 
who betrayed you, the one who denied you, the one who doubted you, and the ones 
who argued over who was the greatest. You called them, and you call us. On this day, 
we remember that none of us are worthy, that all of us fall short, and yet, You still call 
us friends, and You invite us to remember that You laid down your life for us, and You 
have called us into a new covenant. We gather with our siblings around the world, 
from all backgrounds and traditions, to share in this simple meal together, in which 
Your presence is made known to us in a new way. 
  
May we come before You with clean hearts, O God, ready to receive Your body and 
blood, Your life laid down for us, so that we might know Your love and life everlasting. 
May we receive the love and grace of our siblings worldwide as we celebrate at Your 
table, and know that in You, we are participants in the New Covenant, in the eternal 
life promised, through You, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
HYMN (Blue Presbyterian Hymnal #302 insert)............................................................... 

 

“I Danced in the Morning”  



    


