First Presbyterian Church
Americus, Georgia
A community of faith, responding to God’s call Loving,
learning and leading people to Jesus Christ

Welcome to Worship! We hope and pray that you are embraced by God's Love
through our members, our pastor, and our staff this morning.

Praying on the Nines

As we come to prayer this week, may we remember the
following words from the Bible.
From Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, 5:16-17 “Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.”
From the book of John, chapter 15, Jesus said, in verse 7 “If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”
If you have special concerns you would like included in our group prayers, contact
Pastor Sommer (sommer@americuspresbyterian.org).

This is our prayer for the week beginning October 11, 2020
Loving creator. We know that without you we can do nothing, but with you, nothing is
impossible. Help us to become a community of believers who share each other’s joys
and burdens as we pray for those on our weekly prayer list.
Comforting councilor, we also come to you with our cares and concerns.
We pray for our church. For our pastor and our elders as we elect new officers on
October 18, and we pray for the pastors and commissioners of our Presbytery as they
meet on October 17...........
We pray for the churches in our community as we support and encourage the
reopening of Community Services Ministry. May it truly minister to the needs of all in
our community who are faced with financial problems made worse by the
pandemic............
We pray for the future of our nation. Give us guidance for overcoming the many
divisive issues we face as we consider our votes in the coming election............
We pray for our world. May the nations of the world work together to solve the
problems of global warming, the pandemic and other natural disasters facing us
all...........
Creative leader, help us to find the answers to the following questions. How can we, as
your church, foster equality and restorative justice for all people in our community,
our country and our world?
What are You calling us, your church, to be and do in the coming year?
All knowing God, You know what is on our hearts. Hear our prayers, said and unsaid.
We lift them up to You in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN”

PRAYER LIST
Please Pray For - Our Nation, Our Church; Our Pastor, Our Staff, Our Officers,
Campus Ministry, Our Community and especially:

MEMBERS AND CHURCH FRIENDS AT HOME &/OR IN
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES
Bob & B.J. Bryan Rev. Bill Gettys Mary Mackey Nancy Miller
Ray & Donja Tripp
Gloria Johnson Pat Hill
Blanche Palmer
Kathy Newkirk
Anne & Malcolm Perry

MEMBERS REMEMBERED IN PRAYER WITH PRAYER GRAM ROTATION
Lois and Tim Hunter
Lily Ingle

SPECIAL PRAYER FOR:
- Forrest and Kristen Dorsett. Kristen is going through
chemotherapy after a double mastectomy.
- Lynne Repaskey and her family on the death of her son.
Lynne is a life long friend of Cynthia Richmond
- Carolyn and Maurice Arbuckle, sister and brother-in-law of Sharon Parks
Carolyn is living with Parkinson's Disease and Maurice is undergoing
radiation treatment for cancer
- Please pray for those affected by Hurricane Laura and the west coast Wildfires
-Teachers and Students
- Continue to keep Debra Sams (sister of Joy Thompson), diagnosed with
peritoneal carcinoma, in your prayers
- Please continue to be in prayer for Melanie's in-laws, Steve and Beth Spoon. Steve’s ALS is
progressing quickly. Please pray for peace, guidance, and comfort for the family
- Shannon Kennedy (cancer; McFarlands' niece)

MISSIONARIES REMEMBERED IN PRAYER
-Ben & Esther Campbell, Push the Rock Intl.
-Lois & Tim Hunter, Wycliffe Bible Translators
-Anne D (India) Retired Presbyterian Missionary
Please notify the church office at 924-2162 or office@americuspresbyterian.org
if you would like to add someone to our prayer list and/or request a PrayerGram.
Work’s Cited
- Jill Duffield and the Presbyterian Outlook 2020
~ The Bible Study was adapted from Pulpit Fiction.com, a website created for pastors by pastors
Rev. Eric Fistler and Rev. Rob McCoy, connected with Pittsburg Theological Seminary.
~ Christian Copyright Licensing International
Streaming License Number 20754605

Sunday, October 11, 2020
11:00 a.m. - Sunday Worship

CHURCH PRAYER PARTNER
The Presbytery of Flint River has created church prayer partners. Our congregation
has been paired with Adel Presbyterian Church. Let us pray for Adel Presbyterian, and
their Pastor Donalee Preston, so we can be an encouragement to one another!
Adel Presbyterian Church
401 South Hutchinson Avenue
Adel, Georgia 31620
SESSION (RULING ELDERS):
Class of 2020
Sharon Parks
Katie Minich
Karen Gatewood

Class of 2021
Russ Childers
Emily Collins
Darryl Hawkins (Clerk)

Class of 2022
Jim Buffaloe
Cynthia Richmond
Earl Williams

2020 Corporation Officers
President: Russ Childers - Vice President: Emily Collins
Secretary: Darryl Hawkins - Treasurer: Bill Krenson

OCTOBER 2020 CHURCH CALENDAR
- Pulpit Supply - Tom McFarland will be leading worship on Sunday, Oct.11th while
Pastor Sommer is on vacation Oct.8,9 & 11th
- Office Supply - Sharon Parks will be in the church office on October 16th, 20th,
21st, 22nd, 23rd while Marcia Seymour is on vacation
- Presbytery Flint River Meeting on Sat, Oct.17th via Zoom. Pastor Sommer and
Sharon Parks virtually attending.

- Congregational Meeting for the Election of Elders = Sunday, October 18, 2020
after worship. Joy Thompson, Sharon Parks & Meda Krenson have been nominated
by the Nominating Committee.
- Session Meeting - Tuesday, October 27, 2020 @ 6:30pm
- CSM is hoping to re-open its doors on Thursday, Nov.5th @ 9am

GATHERING PRAYER

As we turn to worship, let us, O Lord, remember that you have called us to
be together as your children. You are the reason that we are here today.
You indeed are good with steadfast love enduring forever. We cannot fully list,
describe or comprehend the vastness of your being, the majesty of your
goodness. Help us to desire to know you to our fullest ability.

PRELUDE
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

Camron Cummings, pianist
Tom McFarland

CALL TO WORSHIP
Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good;
for the Lord's steadfast love endures forever.
Who can utter the mighty doings of the Lord,;
or declare all God's praise?
Happy are those wo observe justice,
who do righteousness at all times,
Remember each of us, O Lord, when you show favor to your people;
help us when you deliver them.
that we may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,
that we may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,
that we may glory in your heritage.

HYMN (Glory to God #667 insert)............“When Morning Gilds the Skies”…....................

~Different from the decalogue in Deuteronomy 5:15 which the reason for observing
the Sabbath is in remembrance of being brought out of slavery in Egypt, “Remember
that you were a slave in Egypt, but the LORD your God brought you out of there with a
strong hand and an outstretched arm. That's why the LORD your God commands you
to keep the Sabbath day.”
However, v. 2 puts the entire decalogue in the context of the Exodus
Relationship with Othersour relationship with God transforms our relationship with others
-Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the
LORD your God is giving you.
- You shall not murder
-Not thou shall not kill- “the Hebrew verb, ratsah clearly means “murder,” not “kill,”
and so that ban is specifically on criminal acts of taking of life.” Robert Alter, The
Hebrew Bible
-You shall not commit adultery.
-You shall not steal.
-You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
-You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
“Brings everything back to the first commandment...to have nothing and no one before
God.” Judy Fentress-Williams, The Africana Bible
Equal commandments
-The way the commands are written, they are all of equal importance, but we do not
treat them equally- Keeping the Sabbath is not equal to murder
-What would happen is we kept the commandments equally?
-try to think of the commandments in terms of 2020
Examples:
a) wrongful use of the Lord’s name: how often is the name of God used to justify
power, empire, domestic abuse, political gain, liberal or conservative agendas?
b) Sabbath: Perhaps the most overlooked- people are tired and not keeping the
“Sabbath.” Why not? Why is it less important?
c) Coveting: TV, radio, media all teach us to covet - the latest iphone, body image. “The
only time you should worry about your neighbor’s bowl is if there isn’t enough in it.”
d) How do we balance out the Ten Commandments and Jesus’ greatest
commandments?
Love is the foundation: the Ten Commandments are included in Jesus’
commandments not in opposition

Ten Commandments Adult Bible Study
Introduction
a) “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery;” = the God who brings about justice. The God who hears, listens,
responds.
b) Salvation comes first, not second- God’s grace is the foundation upon which the
Commandments are based
Relationship with God:
1.) v. 3 “You shall have no other gods before me.”
The relationship between God and God’s people form the foundation for all the other
commandments. Living in a way consistent with these commandments are
evidence of the integrity of this relationship.
2.) v. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.”
Judgement –
3-4 generations, Grace - thousandth generation: Grace over and above Judgement.
~This is the God of history - “who brought you out of Egypt” and eternal Cosmos
“heaven above, earth beneath, water under the earth” Robert Altar, The Hebrew Bible
-Other cultures ascribed different gods to each of these realms - Baal over land, Yamm
over sea, Mot over the underworld. YHWH is the God of all
-“The prohibition of images...prevents Israel from prescribing limits to how God
works.” Judy Fentress-Williams, The Africana Bible

Rest “8 Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 For six days you shall labor and do
all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not
do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made heaven
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.”

CALL TO CONFESSION OF SIN
We have sinned and fallen short of what God commands and requires of us.
We have no excuses, but can have confidence in the Lord's promises.
Therefore, we should be bold to confess our sin to God and with one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord, you have seen and heard how stubborn we are, how quickly we turn
from you toward idols of our own making, how impatient we are when we
do not get what we think we deserve. We forget your providential care for
us, the countless ways you provide, your gracious response to our cries for
help. We do not think on things like justice and goodness. We haven't been
know for our gentleness. We give ear to and give in to the loud voices that
tell us to tend to our own needs only and neglect the very one you command
us to feed, clothe, offer water to or visit in confinement. We cannot justify
our behavior, we can only confess it, repent and ask again for your mercy.
Forgive us, Lord, so that we can bear witness to your character of loving
kindness. In Christ's name we pray, Amen
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The Lord's anger and wrath relents, and God instead pours out mercy and grace.
Our God refuses to give up on us and instead forgives and frees us. Friends, Brothers
and Sisters, believe the exceedingly good news, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, we rejoice in you always. Even in times of trial and despite seasons of doubt and pain,
we rejoice. We come to you pleading on behalf of the world that you so love, asking for signs
of your grace, interventions of your mercy, and transformation that reflects your goodness.
When we grow weary and sad, send your Spirit to encourage and uphold us. When we are
tempted to give in to despair, anger, and coercion, remind us that we, your people, are to be
known for our gentleness and loving kindness. Be near to us that we might know your peace.
We seek healing mercy for those who are sick, ill, unwell. We ask for comfort for those who
want but do not have. We ask for wisdom for our leaders and healthy relationships among all
we interact with.
Grant us the strength of faith to not worry, but instead to think on things that are honorable.
Help us to live with integrity, showing respect to your creation and love to our neighbors and
those we have not yet recognized as our neighbors. May our actions reflect your character,
the body of Christ an extension of Jesus' earthly ministry until he comes again.
Give us the courage to not only think about justice, but to take actions to make it real. Aid us
in our work for equity and our honest accounting of past wrongs and oppression that have
contributed to who and what we are today. Knowing that we are united in Christ and called to
a ministry of reconciliation, empower us to do the hard, awkward and tangible work of
repairing breaches in relationships and restoring our sense of community.

4. The human problem behind the command about the sabbath is that if we do not set
aside specific times for rest and for worship, then we forget who we are and what is
important. As children's sport teams practice and play on Sunday mornings, children
face the choice between church activities and sports. This must be challenged openly
with both the children and their parents.
5. Even young children need to be told that the rule means we should treat parents
with respect, rather than feel love for them. Children whose parents mistreat them
need not feel guilty about their lack of loving feelings.
6. The basis for not murdering is respect for life. Children develop this respect in the
way they treat animals, especially pets or small animals they may find.
7. Because of television, at a very early age, children know what adultery is. But the
crux of this rule for children is still family loyalty. Family members are to support and
look out for one another.
8. Stealing means the same thing at all ages.

Open our mouths to voice to your praises. When our anxieties grow and our sense of division
increases, send us your Holy Spirit to remind us of all Jesus taught us. Please give us the right
words to speak at the right time. Turn our thoughts to you so that we will think and act on
your loving kindness, your free-flowing justice, your pursuit of goodness and mercy.

9. For children, "bearing false witness" is telling lies about other people and sharing
gossip they do not know to be true.

We pray all this in the name of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who taught us to say when
we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen

special lessons, or homes of others. Again, children and adults can talk about the same
problem with the same words—just different objects.

10. Do not covet means not to be greedy. Do not be jealous of the clothes, toys,

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIBLE STUDY

HYMN (Glory to God #465 insert)........“What A Friend We Have In Jesus”.......................
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, the news that we have heard this week disturbs and scares us. The state
of the world, the state of our own lives, provides much to frighten us and stun us into
inaction. We need the transforming power of your Word to call us back to you, to
remind us of who and whose we are, to shape us for your service in ways that shine
Christ's list into our darkness. Send your Spirit so that we will hear and respond rightly
to your word proclaimed to your people. Amen
SCRIPTURE

Philippians 4:1-9

Therefore, my brothers and sisters whom I love and miss, who are my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord. Loved ones, 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to come to an
agreement in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I’m also asking you, loyal friend, to help these
women who have struggled together with me in the ministry of the gospel, along with
Clement and the rest of my coworkers whose names are in the scroll of life.
Ten Commandments, illustration from a Bible card published by the
Providence Lithograph Company, 1907. The people of Israel waiting as Moses comes down to
bring them the Ten commandments. www.wikimedia.com Public Domain

Exodus 20:1-20. Children are on the lookout for good rules.
So the Ten Commandments, the rules of God's people, get their attention.
They want to know what each one means and how one lives by it.
1.For literal thinkers, the first rule means that we are to sing and pray only to God.
Talk of a "god" as something that is most important in our lives must wait until
abstract thinking skills develop.
2. Even young children understand that we are not to make images of God, because
God is bigger and different than anything we can imagine. No matter what we draw or
sculpt, it will not be accurate.
Older children are often confused by the description of God as "jealous" because
jealousy is an attitude they are taught to avoid. The phrase makes more sense to
children when put, "I (God) care so very much about you."
3. For children, using God's name disrespectfully means saying "God" without real
meaning in conversation, or saying God's name to express our own anger or
frustration.

4 Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! 5 Let your gentleness show in your
treatment of all people. The Lord is near. 6 Don’t be anxious about anything; rather,
bring up all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving
thanks. 7 Then the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts
and minds safe in Christ Jesus.
8 From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is
admirable, focus your thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that
is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. 9 Practice these
things: whatever you learned, received, heard, or saw in us. The God of peace will be
with you.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE..........................“Perfectly Imperfect Loyal Companions”.................................
Tom McFarland
OFFERTORY
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Almighty and everlasting God, you have set our a banquet before us welcoming us to
your table. Accept, we pray, these gifts, given in thanksgiving and in the hope that you
will bless and use them that others may join us at your table. Amen
HYMN (Glory to God #804 insert) ...........“Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart”..............................

*BENEDICTION
Go forth rejoicing. God is ever near. As Paul said to us, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about those things. Keep on doing the things that you have been given and are set out
in Scripture, and the God of peace will be with you. Go forth and rejoice.

*POSTLUDE………………......…...…..…..…...…..............................Camron Cummings, pianist

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME FOLLOWING WORSHIP
You are invited to greet one another in the name of Jesus Christ outside following
worship. You are also invited to share the peace of Christ by texting/calling one
another or sharing words of peace online. The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

